THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


Garden  Tour 
Bursts  into  Bloom 

By  Erin  O’ B riant 

Richard  May,  president  of  the  res¬ 
idents’  group  Friends  of  Noe 
Valley,  says  he’s  not  a  burglar — but 
he  is  a  gardener,  so  he’s  always  try¬ 
ing  to  sneak  a  peek  into  other  peo¬ 
ple’s  back  yards.  For  him,  organizing 
the  annual  Noe  Valley  Garden  Tour 
is  both  a  way  to  raise  money  for 
neighborhood  beautification  and  an 
opportunity  to  see  what  other  gar¬ 
deners  are  up  to. 

“1  had  a  blast  going  to  gardens,”  he 
says  of  this  year’s  tour  preparation. 
He  and  Friends  members  Mindy  Ker- 
shner  and  Beth  Daecher  scouted  the 
gardens  together.  ‘‘Each  of  the  gar¬ 
dens  was  so  unique  and  different 
from  last  year’s  that  each  one  was  an 
easy  choice.” 

Last  year.  May  had  to  persuade 
some  folks  to  put  their  gardens  on 
display.  Now  that  the  tour  is  in  its  sec¬ 
ond  year,  more  local  gardeners  vol¬ 
unteered  their  yards.  That  was  a  re¬ 
lief.  “You  never  know  how  the 
second  year  is  going  to  turn  out,  even 
if  your  first  year  was  successful,” 
May  notes. 

The  tour,  which  takes  place  on 
Saturday,  June  9,  from  10  a.m.  until 
3  p.m„  includes  seven  private  gar¬ 
dens  sprinkled  throughout  Noe  Val¬ 
ley.  The  only  repeat  from  last  year  is 
the  half-acre  garden  at  the  30th  Street 
Senior  Center,  which  May  says  is 
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Swatdee:  20  Years  of 
Warm  Greetings  (and 
Delicious  Food) 

By  Kate  Volkman 

It’s  common  for  diners  at  Swatdee  Thai 
Restaurant  to  remark  on  the  warm  wel¬ 
come  and  feeling  of  family  they  experi¬ 
ence  when  they  walk  through  the  door. 

“It’s  like  you’re  walking  into  their 
home,"  says  Lynne  Maltz,  who  has  been 
a  patron  for  almost  20  years.  “It’s  very  un¬ 
pretentious,  so  I  always  feel  comfortable 
no  matter  the  time  of  day  or  what  I’m 
wearing.” 

Maltz’s  lunch  companion  Dolly  Totes 
likes  the  atmosphere,  too.  “It’s  very 
woodsy  and  warm,”  says  Totes.  “And 
clean,”  Maltz  jumps  in.  “And  he's  here. 
James  is  always  here.” 

That’s  James  Pong  Thep  Sawatdee.  He 
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Droubi  Real 
Estate  Sold  to 
Coldwell  Banker 


By  Pat  Rose 

For  the  past  25  years,  the  name  B.J. 

Droubi  has  been  virtually  synony¬ 
mous  with  the  buying  and  selling  of 
houses  in  Noe  Valley.  Since  1982,  the 
family-run  business  has  operated  out  of 
the  yellow  Victorian  with  the  white  picket 
fence  on  24th  Street  up  the  hill  from  Cas¬ 
tro  Street. 

Now  the  Droubi  signs  outside  the  local 
landmark  are  coming  down.  Coldwell 
Banker  Residential  Real  Estate,  one  of 
the  largest  brokerage  firms  in  Northern 
California,  purchased  the  Droubi  firm  on 
May  1 4.  The  sales  price  was  not  revealed. 

“It’s  the  end  of  an  era,”  said  Lamisse 
Droubi,  who  grew  up  in  the  stately  Vic¬ 
torian  where  her  mother,  B.J.  Droubi,  ran 
her  business  as  B.J.  Droubi  &  Company. 

The  Coldwell  Banker  sale  was  the  sec¬ 
ond  time  in  two  years  that  the  venerable 
Noe  Valley  brokerage,  which  has  more 
than  40  real  estate  agents,  changed  hands. 

In  January  2006,  B.J.  Droubi  and  for¬ 
mer  husband  Terry  Lee  sold  the  firm  to 
B.J.’s  daughter  Lamisse  and  a  group  of 
business  associates,  who  renamed  the 
company  Droubi  Real  Estate.  (The  Vic¬ 
torian  was  also  sold  at  the  time.)  When 
two  of  the  principals  split  up  early  this 
year,  the  fledgling  firm  decided  to  accept 
an  offer  from  Coldwell  Banker. 

As  part  of  the  sales  agreement,  B.J. 
Droubi  and  Lamisse  Droubi  will  become 
sales  associates  for  Coldwell  Banker  and 
will  conduct  business  from  a  small  office 
across  the  street  from  the  Victorian  at 
4157  24th  Street.  “We’re  Team  Droubi/ 


Now  that  it  has  been  acquired  by  Coldwell 
Banker,  Droubi  Real  Estate  will  be  leaving 
the  24th  Street  Victorian  that  bore  its  name 
for  25  years.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 

Coldwell  Banker,”  said  B.J.  “It’s  me, 
Lamisse,  the  baby,  and  the  dog,”  she  said, 
referring  to  Lamisse’s  six-week-old 
daughter  Nyla.  Lamisse’s  husband  Steve 
Holman,  a  lawyer  who  was  managing  the 
Droubi  business,  will  help  with  the  com¬ 
pany's  transition. 

Rick  Turley,  president  of  Coldwell 
Banker  for  San  Francisco  and  the  Penin¬ 
sula,  said  he  was  pleased  to  be  establish¬ 
ing  ties  to  the  Droubi  group  and  to  Noe 
Valley,  one  of  the  hottest  real  estate  mar¬ 
kets  in  the  Bay  Area. 

“Droubi  is  a  perfect  complement  to  our 
expansion  into  Noe  and  Eureka  valleys,” 
said  Turley.  “We  have  a  new  location  on 
Market  between  17th  and  Noe  in  the 
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Noe  Courts  Park 
Renovations  to 
Begin  This  Summer 

By  Lorraine  Sanders 

By  early  fall,  neighborhood  kids  head¬ 
ing  to  Noe  Courts  park  and  play¬ 
ground  may  need  to  organize  a  town 
meeting.  On  the  agenda?  Revised  sand¬ 
eating  etiquette,  jungle-gym  tricks,  and 
tag-you’re-it  strategy.  That’s  because  ren¬ 
ovations  scheduled  to  begin  this  summer 
are  bringing  Noe  Valley’s  youngest  resi¬ 
dents  more  room  to  play,  as  well  as  new 
playground  equipment,  sand,  landscaping, 
and  safety  improvements. 

“It’s  great  news  for  the  neighborhood. 
The  new  equipment  will  be  not  just  for  2- 
or  3-year-olds,  but  will  be  fun  for  older 
kids  up  to  5  or  6,”  says  Laura  Norman,  co¬ 
founder  of  Friends  of  Noe  Courts,  a  local 
group  that  has  raised  about  $17,000  to 
help  fund  park  improvements. 

Efforts  to  spiff  up  the  park,  bounded  by 
Douglass,  Elizabeth,  and  24th  streets,  be¬ 
gan  more  than  two  years  ago  after  local 
residents  and  frequent  park  users  like 
Norman,  dog  walker  and  park  advocate 
Eden  Halbert,  and  others  concluded  that 
both  the  children’s  play  area  and  sur¬ 
rounding  field  sorely  needed  improve¬ 
ments.  When  District  8  Supervisor  Bevan 
Dufty  visited  the  park  at  the  Friends  of 
Noe  Courts’  request,  he  agreed  that  some¬ 
thing  needed  to  be  done. 

“It  was  immediately  clear  how  sub¬ 
standard  the  children’s  play  area  was,” 
Dufty  told  the  Voice  recently. 

With  Dufty  behind  the  cause.  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom  agreed  to  earmark 
$400,000  of  the  city's  budget  for  Noe 
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James  Sawatdee,  known  in  dining  circles  for  his  charm  and  hospitality,  often  coaxes  his  son  Jaric,  12,  and  daughter  Melissa,  17,  into  lending  him 
a  hand  on  crowded  nights  at  the  family's  Swatdee  Thai  Restaurant.  p/,oto  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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The  Dads  Have  It.  Matt  Cooper  takes  a  break  on  24th  Street  with  his  kids,  272-year-old  Raihan  and  baby  Samad.  On  this  cool  May  Saturday,  the  trio  had  breakfast  at 
Chloe’s  on  Church  Street,  then  hit  the  Farmers’  Market  and  Noe  Valley  Bakery  on  24th.  photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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Naomi  Glass 
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Katharine  Holland 
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Robert  Kinoshita 

Nancy  Frank  & 
Maureen  D’  Honau 

Andrew  Halpern 

Marie  M.  Randall 

Val  Steele 

Chris  Lindgren 

John  Ng 

Connie  Lee 

Ann  Scherbert 

Bill  Ferenz 

Nel  Leal 

Jung  Jo 

Terry  Rodriguez 

Dan  Dodd 

Karen  Dell'  Isola 

Mark  Best 

Managing  Broker 

SAN  FRANCISCO  LOMBARD 
1966  "  The  foutu&iA'  Office  “  1666 


CaliforniaMoves.com 


1801  LOMBARD  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94123 

Owned  and  Operated  by  NRT  Incorporated.  ©2007  NRT  Incorporated. 


415.447.8800 
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The 

Very  Best 
Just  Got  Better. 

Coldwell  Banker  and  Droubi  Real  Estate 


•  • 


TWO  SAN  FRANCISCO  REAL  ESTATE  LEGENDS  HAVE  JOINED  FORCES  TO  CREATE... 

THE  CITY’S  NEWEST  POWERHOUSE  REAL  ESTATE  TEAM 

Bob  Amberger  !  Ramon  Ariza  I  David  Baker  i  Jeannine  Barnard  I  Larry  Bates  i  Carol  Bee  I  Pete  Branmgan 
Lynne  Brei  I  Lisa  Camozzi  I  Aldo  Carobene  I  Paul  Christopher  I  Rob  Costabile  !  Dave  Cunningham 
Daunielle  Doughty  I  Mary  Driscoll  I  B.J.  Droubi  I  La misse  Droubi  I  Ted  Dundas  I  Tami  Faneili  I  Susan  Ferry 
Suzanne  Frank  I  Don  Gable  I  Myrel  Giick  !  Renee  Gonsalves  I  Steven  Gordon  I  Barbara  Gullion  I  Robin  Heuer 
Katharine  Holland  i  Ericka  Jennings  !  Tana  Johnson  I  Ginger  Karels  I  Brendon  Kearney  I  Kevin  Kearney 
Beth  Kershaw  I  Sharon  King  i  Jim  Laufenberg  I  Sarah  Lippman  I  Candace  MacDonald  I  Eric  Marion 
Matthew  McDermid  I  Dan  McLean  i  Betty  Michael  I  Carolyn  Morris  I  Tom  Norwick  i  Rahul  Pathare 
David  Pennebaker  I  Al  Rodriguez  I  Natalie  Rome  I  Michael  Rudman  I  Jonnie  Sharp  I  Loida  Sorensen 
Tim  Steele  i  Paul  Stickland  I  Ainslee  Titibrook  I  David  Verzejlo  I  Bob  Wheeler  I  Bunky  Wright 


Representing  over  a  century  of  success,  stability  and  exceptional  service  in  real  estate.  For  expert 
representation  of  your  real  estate  needs,  contact  San  Francisco’s  real  estate  leader  today. 


Kathy  Murphy 

Manager 


coiDweu. 

BANKER  □ 


RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 


fg>  Owned  and  Opiated  by  NP7 
nvsr  >K«?007  NR?  ir.co'poratPvi 


Coldwell  Banker 
San  Francisco  Market  Street 
2355  Market  Street 

415.437.4500 


>  : 
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YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  RESTAURANT 

SERVING  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH  AND  DINNER.  BREAKFAST  MENU  AVAILABLE  ALL  DAY 

SEASONAL  LUNCH  AND  DINNER  SPECIALS 


SAVORY  &  SWEET  CREPES,  OMELETTES,  INCREDIBLE  SALADS,  SANDWICHES, 
HOMEMADE  FRENCH  TOAST  AND  PUMPKIN  SPICE  PANCAKES 
CHILDREN’S  MENU  AVAILABLE 


FREE  STROLLER  VALET 


ENJOY  BREAKFAST,  BRUNCH,  LUNCH  OR  DINNER 
ON  OUR  BEAUTIFUL  LANDSCAPED  PATIO 

SEATING  OVER  90 

OPEN  7  DAYS:  8:00  A  M.  / 10:00  P.M.  SUNDAY  —  THURSDAY  •  8:00  A.M.  /  11:00  P.M.  FRIDAY  AND  SATURDAY 

3913  24TH  STREET  (NEAR  SANCHEZ)  •  415-282-0344 


AESTHETIC 


DENTISTRY 

— .  OF  - 

NOE  VALLEY 


Now  you  can  go 

wireless 


(SUSS s#B1WI§I^«P»©s: 
11 


IVWI 


FREE  BLEACHING  WITH  INVISALIGN 


Call  for  Consultation 


OTHER  COSMETIC  SERVICES 
mrn  n  •  Gum  Lift 

V.  t  K  t  *  lmPlants 

x-s  *  'i  /  ..  .  •  Zoom  Teeth  Whiteninq 

One-visit  dentistry  ° 

We  know  your  time  is  valuable.  That's  why  we've  invested  in  CEREC  technology 
that  allows  for  a  faster  experience  when  you  need  crowns,  fillings,  or  veneers. 

With  CEREC,  there's  no  need  for  a  temporary  and  return  visit.  Everything  is 
usually  done  in  one  visit,  in  about  an  hour  -  leaving  more  time  for  whatever  is 
important  to  you.  Ask  us  about  CEREC  today. 

462  24th  Street  (between  Castro  and  Diamond  •  415.285.7007 
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LUXURY 

PORT/OLIO' 

FINE  PROPERTY  COLLECTION 


Noe  Valley  |  Cow  Hollow  |  Downtown 
Mill  Valley  |  Burlingame 

415.296.0123  |  mcguire.com 


£lat^ 

|MCGUIREI 

Real  Estate  Since  19191 


Pending! 


Bernal  Heights  $1,195,000 

Victorian  farmhouse  built  in  1890’s 
on  double  lot  with  side  &  back  garden. 
3BR/2BA,  living  room,  formal  dining 
room,  eat-in  kitchen,  sunroom/breakfast 
area,  softwood  floors. 


Noe  Valley  $849,000 

Charming  Spanish  Med  home, 
2BR/1BA,  FDR,  eat-in  kitchen,  cen¬ 
ter  atrium,  living  room  with  fireplace, 
period  details  &  hardwood  floors.  2+car 
garage,  storage  &  landscaped  garden. 


Bernal  Heights  $799,000 

A  happy,  elegant  &  very  stylish  home 
near  Cortland  with  a  brand  new  kitch¬ 
en!  Two  bedrooms  +  a  sunroom,  huge 
living  room  w/fireplace!  Fine  ‘period’ 
details.  Garden.  2  -car  parking! 


Noe  Valley  $775,000 

3BR/2BA,  living/dining  room,  laundry, 
storage,  bouns  den,  1-car  parking,  great 
full  floor  TIC,  period  details  with  up¬ 
dated  eat-in  kitchen  &  baths.  Enchant¬ 
ing  garden  w/play  set  &  fountain. 


Corona  Heights  $1,349,000 

Dramatic  Bay  &  Downtown  SF  views. 
Elegant  &  spacious  gourmet  chefs 
kitchen.  Glass-enclosed  sunroom, 
French  doors,  fireplace.  3BR/2BA,  3+ 
levels,  private,  sunny  entertaining  deck 
+  3rd  deck  1-car  garage,  storage. 


Jordan  Park  $2,395,000 

Sophisticated  Jordan  Park  home,  deck 
&  formal  garden,  storage,  three  wood- 
burning  fireplaces,  three  bedrooms,  two 
&  a  half  bathrooms,  two-car  tandem 
garage,  formal  dining  room. 


$1,895,000 


Noe  Valley 


Fabulous  Edwardian  house!  Three  large 
bedrooms  plus  a  sunroom  upstairs,  & 
a  two  &  a  half  bathroom,  family  room 
opening  onto  a  patio,  huge  deck  over¬ 
looking  an  amazing  landscaped  garden. 
Near  24th  Street. 


Diamond  Heights  $497,000 

Gorgeous  redone  1BR  with  stainless 
kitchen,  fireplace,  recessed  lighting,  1-car 
parking,  pool,  gym,  sauna.  Located  in  the 
lushly  landscaped,  resort-like  setting  of 
Diamond  Heights  Village.  Easy  access  to 
Highways  280  &  101. 


Sparkling  remodeled  2BR  mid-century 
home.  Hardwood,  skylights,  enchanting 
garden,  fabulous  eat-in  kitchen,  bonus 
room,  laundry,  big  garage,  sunny,  quiet. 


Glen  Park  $1,195 ,000 

Extensively  renovated.  3BR/2BA  Viet, 
inviting  gourmet  kitchen,  high  ceilings, 
refinished  hardwood  floors,  living  room 
with  gas  fireplace,  formal  dining  room, 
master  bedroom  with  custom  built-ins, 
&  landscaped  back  yard  with  deck. 


West  Portal 


$1,295,000 


B’ful  Edwardian  style  detchd  hm 
w/amazing  w-out  ldscpd  grdn.  3BR  up¬ 
stairs,  2BA,  Foyer,  FLR  w/frplc,  FDR, 
remodeled  eat-in  kit,  fam  rm,  hm  ofc, 
strg,  ldry  area,  grge,  Mt.  Davidson  vus, 
dble  pnd  wdws,  patio. 


Bernal  Heights 


$699,000 


Hayes  Valley  $599,000 

Sun-drenched  contemp.  condo  has  it 
all:  a  great  floor  plan,  pleasant  outlooks, 

2  shared  roof  decks  w/views,  secluded 
common  garden,  secure  pkg.  Living  rm, 
dining  rm,  2BR/1BA.  Newly  refreshed 
with  carpet  &  paint. 
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REAL  ESTATE 


Noe  Valley  feelslHke 
a  city  within  the  City. 
And  the  restaurants 
are  outstanding!" 


Peter  Ifaodden, 

t,  4*  1  £ 

resident  since  2006 


z 

ZEPHYR 


A  stained  glass  artisan  in  her  free 
time,  Marilyn  has  always  been  able 
to  put  pieces  together  with  precision 
and  patience. 

If  you're  looking  to  buy  or  sell  a  home 
in  San  Francisco,  Marilyn  Aronowitz 
might  very  well  be  your  best  bet.  She 
has  remarkable  listening  skills  and 


Marilyn  Aronowitz 
REALTOR  • 
415.269.2918 

marilyna@zephyrsf.com 

www.marilynaronowitz.com 


Marilyn  has  an  uncanny  ability  to  see 
opportunity  others  might  miss.  Don't 
miss  the  chance  to  work  with  her. 
Contact  her  today. 


info@blacklineconstruction.com 


Specializing  in  Noe  Valley 
real  estate  since  1987. 


QkmMii 0 

itfcltHiii 


will  match  you  with  the  perfect  home, 
or  the  perfect  buyer  for  your  existing 
home. 


B  LA  C  l^v 


LIN 

CONSTRUCTION 


THINK.  1  BUILD 


MODERN 


Blackline  Construction  specializes  in  building  modern  spaces 
in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area.  We  construct  residences  that 
are  elegant,  inviting  and  long  lasting.  During  our  projects,  we 
develop  collaborative  and  trust-based  partnerships  with  our 
clients  and  their  architects.  Our  expert  execution  of  your 
modern  design  completes  the  equation  that  defines  the 
beauty  of  your  space. 


(415)  412-2370 

License  #  783873 

WWW.BLACKLINECQNSTRUCT1QN.COM 


Make  the  best  choice. 
For  all  your  Noe  Valley 
real  estate  needs 
call  Sue  Borsian. 

She'll  save  your  sanity. 


Sue  Borsian 

REALTOR® 

41 5.695.0552  ext  179 


Now  that  you're  considering  buying  a  home,  the  details  can 
be  overwhelming. 

Location?  Mortgages?  Escrow?  Inspections?  What  does  it 
all  mean? 

Let  us  help.  You're  invited  to  share  coffee,  get  your  questions 
answered  and  learn  from  two  of  Zephyr's  Top  Producing 
Agents. 

The  seminar  is  held  the  first  and  third  Saturday  every  month 
from  1 0:00  am  -  noon  at  Zephyr's  Noe  Valley  office  located 
at  4040  24th  Street  between  Castro  and  Noe.  For  more 
information  call  415-695-8805  x  281  or  just  drop  in. 


ZEPHYR 


Laura  Kaufman,  MBA 

(415)310-1256 

www.laurakaufman.com 


Jennifer  A.  Kauffman 

(415)652-8100 
www.jaksf.com 


z 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


,  I 

*  i  -  m. 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  June  2007  7 


Introducing  Zephyr's  Premiere  Property  division. 


Showcasing  San  Francisco's  finest  real  estate. 

Some  properties  stand  apart.  They  deserve  specialized  attention  to 
maximize  their  exposure  to  an  exclusive  audience.  At  Zephyr,  we  are 
proud  to  introduce  our  "Premiere  Property"  division,  where  high-end 
San  Francisco  properties  are  our  focus.  With  access  to  special  listing, 
marketing  and  advertising  tools,  a  dynamic  Web  presence  and  the 
international  prestige  of  membership  in  Luxury  Real  Estate,  Zephyr's 
Premiere  Property  professionals  have  raised  the  service  standard  to 
gold  for  the  sale  or  purchase  of  distinctive  properties  in  the  City. 

Zephyr  Real  Estate.  We're  all  about  San  Francisco,  www.zephyrsf.com 


PROP  E  R  T  Y 


Showcasing  San  Francisco's  finest  real  estate. 
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We’d  Rather  Plant  Trees  Than 
Send  Mailings 

Editor: 

This  letter  is  in  response  to  Mary 
McFadden’s  letter  to  the  editor  in  the  May 
2007  issue,  which  claimed  there  was  a 
lack  of  notification  from  the  Noe  Valley 
Association  (NVA)  on  long-term  plans 
for  24th  Street. 

The  three  community  meetings  we 
held  in  November,  December,  and  March 
were  widely  publicized  and  well  attended 
by  a  broad  cross-section  of  Noe  Valley 
residents,  employees,  merchants,  and 
property  owners.  In  addition  to  the  three 
meetings  being  announced  at  the  property 
owners’  meeting  last  Nov.  2,  the  NVA 
also  publicized  them  in: 

•  flyers  posted  in  merchants  windows 
along  24th  Street; 

•  flyers  posted  on  the  Noe  Valley  As¬ 
sociation  bulletin  board  in  the  city  park¬ 
ing  lot  on  24th  Street  next  to  Le  Zinc  cafe; 

•  flyers  handed  out  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Farmers’  Market  on  Saturday  mornings; 

•  announcements  in  the  November  and 
December/January  issues  of  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice ;  and 

•  articles  written  about  the  meetings  in 
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the  Noe  Valley  Voice  in  the  October,  No¬ 
vember,  December/January,  February, 
March,  and  April  issues. 

About  120  people  attended  one  or 
more  of  these  three  meetings.  We  regret 
that  the  notices  escaped  Mary  McFad¬ 
den’s  attention.  We’d  be  happy  to  con¬ 
sider  suggestions  for  better  ways  to  pub¬ 
licize  the  meetings  that  are  feasible  given 
our  status  as  a  small  non-profit  with  a  lim¬ 
ited  budget.  A  mass  mailing  is  simply  not 
affordable.  The  cost  of  a  single  mailing  to 
the  Noe  Valley  community  could  plant  an 
additional  22  trees.  We’d  ratherplant  trees 
than  send  mailings.  We’d  also  rather  rely 
on  the  proven  methods  of  posted  flyers 
and  the  articles  or  announcements  in  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice. 

All  good  wishes, 
Debra  Niemann,  Executive  Director 
Noe  Valley  Association 
A  Community  Benefit  District 
P.S.  We  will  have  a  final  report  posted  to 
the  NVA  bulletin  board  after  June  15.  A 
four-color  copy  of  the  report  will  be  avail¬ 
able  for  review  at  the  Noe  Valley  Bakery, 
on  24th  near  Castro  Street.  Please  don’t 
remove  the  report  from  the  bakery.  Each 
copy  of  the  report  and  accompanying 
maps  costs  $22.72  to  reproduce. 

Pharmacy  Leaves  22nd  Street 

Dear  Noe  Valley  Voice  and  Neighbors: 

My  name  is  Paul  Goldstein,  and  I  am 
the  owner  of  the  pharmacy  and  property 
(Rx  Unlimited  Pharmacy)  located  at  the 
corner  of  22nd  and  Castro  streets.  As 
many  of  you  may  have  noticed,  I  have  de¬ 
cided  to  sell  my  property  and  to  relocate 
the  pharmacy. 

The  reason  for  this  change  is  due  in  part 
to  my  inability  to  effectively  manage  the 
pharmacy,  causing  sustained  losses,  and 
also  due  in  part  to  me  now  living  out  of 
state  with  a  new  wife  and  newborn  child. 
It  should  also  be  noted  that  we  are  not  "out 
of  business,"  and  that  I  am  transferring 
our  operations  to  our  second  pharmacy 
location  in  Los  Angeles. 

I  wanted  to  thank  all  of  the  people  in 
our  community  for  their  support  over  the 
last  nine  years.  1  will  miss  everyone.  All 
of  you  have  been  very  kind  to  me,  and  it 
is  greatly  appreciated.  The  new  owners  of 
the  property  are  very  nice  people,  and  I 
hope  the  community  extends  a  warm  wel¬ 
come  to  them. 

Paul  Goldstein 
Owner,  Rx  Unlimited 

Noe  Valleyans  Can  Make  Sure 
Nutraceutical  Takes  Its  Medicine 

Editor: 

Roughly  two  years  ago,  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board  (NLRB),  Region 
20,  heard  a  case  against  Nutraceutical  In¬ 
ternational  Corp. — the  Utah-based  con¬ 
glomerate  holding  siege  to  the  shuttered 
Real  Food  Company  store  on  24th  Street — 
alleging  multiple  violations  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Labor  Relations  Act.  According  to 
the  NLRB’s  charges,  Nutraceutical  ter- 
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minated  the  individual  employment  of 
workers  during  the  summer  of  2003  be¬ 
cause  those  workers  were  engaged  in  fed¬ 
erally  protected  union  activity,  and  re¬ 
sorted  to  an  illegal  store  closure  just  prior 
to  Labor  Day,  discharging  nearly  30  rank- 
and-file  employees  in  the  process,  to 
thwart  a  union  organizing  drive. 

In  November  2005,  NLRB  Judge 
James  Kennedy  issued  a  decision  finding 
Nutraceutical  guilty  of  six  separate  vio¬ 
lations  of  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Act,  including  but  not  limited  to  the  prin¬ 
cipal  charges  outlined  above.  As  Liz 
Highleyman  reported  last  month  in  the 
Voice  (“A  Ray  of  Light  at  the  End  of  Real 
Food  Tunnel,”  May  2007),  Nutraceutical 
subsequently  appealed  Kennedy’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  the  NLRB  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Through  its  appeal  to  Washington,  Nu¬ 
traceutical  has  temporarily  blocked  a 
court  order  demanding  back  pay  and  re¬ 
instatement  for  all  illegally  terminated 
24th  Street  workers.  The  court  order  also 
requires  Nutraceutical  to  post  notices  in 
conspicuous  locgtions  at  each  of  its  retail 
outlets  nationwide  affirming  the  right  of 
its  employees  to  organize  as  guaranteed 
under  the  National  Labor  Relations  Act. 
The  notice,  according  to  Judge  Ken¬ 
nedy’s  order,  would  contain  explicit  lan¬ 
guage  promising  no  further  transgres¬ 
sions  of  the  law  such  as  those  that  took 
place  at  the  24th  Street  store. 

As  a  former  Nutraceutical  employee 
who  was  illegally  fired  on  account  of  the 
24th  Street  closure  and  who  subsequently 
provided  evidence  and  testimony  during 
the  NLRB  proceedings,  I  note  with  irony 
recent  rumors  that  Nutraceutical  plans  to 
raze  the  former  Real  Food  Company 
structure,  construct  a  new  building,  and 
then  reopen. 

Those  of  us  who  attended  or  testified 
at  the  NLRB  hearing  will  remember  Nu- 
traceutical’s  unconvincing  and  ultimately 
unsuccessful  defense  that  the  24th  Street 
store  had  been  closed  for  a  planned  re¬ 
model  with  the  intent  of  implementing  a 
“concept  store”  at  the  site.  We  will  also 
remember  the  marked  lack  of  evidence 
supporting  Nutraceutical’s  claims — i.e., 
architectural  plans,  permit  applications, 
and/or  everyday  e-mail  correspondence 
related  to  a  remodel — and  the  cynical  tes¬ 
timony  of  Nutraceutical’s  witnesses. 

If  we  were  to  believe  those  witnesses, 
the  lack  of  evidence  on  paper  substanti¬ 
ating  a  planned  remodel  was  due  to  con¬ 
cerns  that,  had  the  remodel  become  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  public  knowledge  in  advance  of  the 
closure,  customers  might  have  been 
“soured,”  employees  might  have  made  off 
with  inventory  or  plagued  the  corporation 
with  fraudulent  workers’  compensation 
claims,  and  competitors  might  have  used 
advance  notice  of  the  closure  as  an  occa¬ 
sion  to  lure  shoppers  away. 

Nearly  four  years  down  the  road,  Nu- 
traceutical's  defense  at  the  NLRB  hear¬ 
ing  remains  as  paradoxical  and  uncon¬ 
vincing  as  ever.  If  we  accept  its  argument 
that  it  was  concerned  about  not  alienating 
customers,  about  guarding  itself  against 
financial  losses,  and  about  the  risk  of 
inviting  competitors  to  lure  away  clien¬ 
tele  (whom  one  company  spokesman 
characterized  as  a  "captive  audience,”  cit¬ 
ing  the  fact  that  a  markedly  high  percent¬ 
age  of  Noe  Valley  residents  didn’t  own 
cars),  then  how  do  we  explain  Nutraceu- 
tical’s  behavior  since  the  closure  in  2003? 

From  the  get-go,  Noe  Valley  residents 
have  provided  Nutraceutical  with  options 
for  mending  its  relationship  with  the  com¬ 
munity.  Via  multiple  petitions  as  well  as 
personal  appeals,  residents  have  made  it 
clear  to  Nutraceutical  that  the  path  to 
restoring  relations  includes  rectifying 


past  legal  transgressions  with  respect  to 
the  treatment  of  workers  and  guarantee¬ 
ing  the  right  of  employees  to  organize — 
a  right  which  is  granted  by  federal  law, 
no  matter  how  much  money  Nutraceuti¬ 
cal  is  willing  to  fork  over  to  pay  for 
attorneys  and  an  appeal  to  the  Bush-ap¬ 
pointed,  Republican-led  NLRB  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  and  no  matter  how  much  money 
Nutraceutical  is  willing  to  shell  out  to¬ 
ward  the  cost  of  owning  a  vacant  and  de¬ 
teriorating  building. 

If  Nutraceutical  honestly  intends  to  re¬ 
build  and  reopen  on  24th  Street  (to  date, 
the  corporation  has  recently  sought  only 
an  over-the-counter  permit  for  light  dem¬ 
olition),  and,  moreover,  if  it  expects  to  re¬ 
open  with  any  success,  then  it  would  do 
best  to  drop  its  appeal  on  the  November 
2005  NLRB  decision,  abide  by  the  NLRB 
remedy  for  its  legal  violations,  and  take 
substantive  measures  to  make  amends  to 
the  Noe  Valley  residents  and  local  mer¬ 
chants  who,  along  with  its  former  24th 
Street  employees,  have  been  adversely 
impacted  by  its  conduct. 

If  there  is  any  light  at  the  end  of  the  tun¬ 
nel,  then  it  is  this:  The  ongoing  standoff 
against  Nutraceutical  presents  Noe  Val¬ 
leyans  with  the  rare  opportunity  to  hold  a 
law-breaking  multinational  corporation 
accountable  and  to  make  it  adhere  to  lo¬ 
cal  standards  and  expectations  of  ethical 
merchant  conduct. 

Nobody  will  argue  that  the  loss  of  an 
anchoring  retail  space  located  smack  in 
the  middle  of  Noe  Valley’s  commercial 
distract  hasn’t  caused  hardships  or  incon¬ 
veniences  for  individual  residents,  mer¬ 
chants,  and  workers.  Yet,  on  the  whole, 
we  have  coped  with  Nutraceutical’s  ab¬ 
sence  for  close  to  four  years.  And  with¬ 
out  the  dollars  of  its  “captive  audience,” 
Nutraceutical  has  no  choice  but  to  listen 
to  us  if  it  expects  to  profitably  reopen. 

Quoting  a  familiar  picket  slogan, 
“United  we  stand,  divided  we  fall;  an  in¬ 
jury  to  one  is  an  injury  to  all.” 

Kim  Rohrbach 
Former  Nutraceutical  employee 
In  Solidarity. 
Leslie  Crawford,  Peter  Gabel, 
Pat  Monk,  Lisa  Brinker,  Vanessa 
Barrington,  and  Rick  Hildreth 
Noe  Valley  neighbors 

A  Shame  to  Lose  Rite  Aid 

Editor: 

I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  about  the  clos¬ 
ing  of  the  Rite  Aid  on  24th  Street  [Feb¬ 
ruary  2007  Voice].  It  looks  as  though  an¬ 
other  Noe  Valley  landlord’s  greed  is 
depleting  the  neighborhood  of  another 
valuable  service. 

Rite  Aid  has  some  of  the  most  courte¬ 
ous  and  helpful  staff  in  the  area  and  is  far 
superior  to  the  other  choice  of  drugstores 
in  Noe  Valley.  Also,  it  is  much  easier  for 
seniors  to  navigate.  It  really  is  a  shame.  I 
wish  the  best  to  all  the  staff  and  thank 
them  for  their  great  service. 

Unfortunately,  greed  is  a  huge  part  of 
the  new  “Noe  Valley.”  Believe  me,  I 
know.  I’m  a  native. 

Erin  Boylan 
Jersey  Street 


LETTERS  to  the  EDITOR 


THE  VOICE  welcomes  your  letters 
to  the  editor.  Write  the  Noe  Valiev 
Voice ,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  e-mail 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 
Please  include  your  name,  address, 
and  phone  number.  (Anonymous  let¬ 
ters  will  not  be  considered  for  publi¬ 
cation.)  Be  aware  that  letters  may  be 
edited  for  brevity  or  clarity.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 
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Noe  Gardens  on 
Parade  June  9 


The  Noe  Valley  Garden  Tour  on  Saturday,  June  9,  will  feature  seven  unique  gardens,  including  a  flower  and  herb  garden  lovingly  cultivated  by 
the  seniors  at  30th  Street  Senior  Center.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

back  by  popular  demand.  A  visit  to  this 
garden  requires  an  elevator  ride  to  the 
building’s  third  floor.  The  garden  itself  is 
full  of  winding  pathways,  plots,  and  patios. 

A  garden  on  Elizabeth  Street  features 
recycled  materials  and  a  grove  of  large 
tree  ferns.  May  says  the  owners  have 
taken  advantage  of  a  hillside  view  of 
downtown  San  Francisco  and  the  Bay  by 
putting  in  dual  stairways  that  lead  to  a 
raised  patio.  Their  garden  also  includes  a 
rock  pond,  a  variety  of  grasses,  and  a  day- 
lily  bed. 

A  Vicksburg  Street  garden  shows  what 
can  be  done  in  a  small  space,  says  May. 
It  began  life  as  a  concrete  parking  pad,  but 
now  is  full  of  fragrant,  colorful,  and  edi¬ 
ble  plants  (nothing  poisonous,  because 
small  kids  live  in  the  home). 

The  owners  of  a  garden  on  Day  Street 
have  taken  pains  to  make  their  space  as 
dog-friendly  as  possible,  according  to 
May.  Low  decorative  fencing  along  the 
sides  of  the  garden  discourage  dog  traf¬ 
fic.  and  there  are  tough  low  plants  where 
the  owners’  dog  can  enjoy  rolling  on  its 
back.  Durable  and  re-seeding  plants  have 
been  spread  throughout  the  middle  area.' 

Mosaics  made  by  a  mom  and  her  kids 
decorate  a  garden  on  Clipper  Street.  The 
small  lawn  features  a  sculpture  that 
catches  the  wind  and  a  carriage  house 
holds  art  projects  in  progress.  May  says 
the  garden’s  flowers  include  pittosporum 
lining  the  walls  on  both  sides,  as  well  as 
abutilons  (flowering  maple)  and  lavender. 

Traditional  English  cottage  gardens  in¬ 
spired  the  hillside  back  yard  on  23rd 
Street,  says  May.  It  is  full  of  flowers  suit¬ 
able  for  cutting,  and  includes  1 8  varieties 


of  hydrangea  as  well  as  a  heritage  Bing 
cherry  tree. 

The  garden  on  Douglass  Street  now 
has  a  patio  for  lounging  and  a  level  play 
area  for  the  family’s  little  one.  Eventually, 
though,  the  parents  plan  to  turn  the  swing 
set  into  the  entrance  to  a  future  hot  tub  and 
the  surrounding  play  area  into  a  formal 
stone  terrace. 

All  the  proceeds  from  the  tour  will  ben¬ 
efit  the  Carlos  Santana  Peace  Garden  at 
James  Lick  Middle  School,  and  there's  a 


good  chance  this  year’s  walk  will  raise 
even  more  money  than  last  year’s.  In 
2006.  the  Friends  sold  340  tickets  at  $10 
each.  This  year.  May  hopes  to  sell  500  or 
more  at  the  same  price.  Children  12  and 
under  are  admitted  free. 

Tickets  are  available  at  six  local  busi¬ 
nesses:  Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers,  1307 
Castro  Street  near  24th  Street;  Ladybug 
Ladybug  Cards  &  Gifts,  3870  24th  Street 
between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  streets; 
Lisa  Violetto  Designs,  3932  24th  Street 


between  Sanchez  and  Noe  streets;  Noe 
Valley  Bakery,  4073  24th  Street  between 
Noe  and  Castro  streets;  Noe  Valley 
Curves.  Church  and  29th  streets;  and 
Small  Frys,  4066  24th  Street  between 
Castro  and  Noe  streets. 

Each  tour-goer  gets  a  ticket,  a  self- 
guided  map  with  garden  locations  and  de¬ 
scriptions,  and  a  discount  coupon  do¬ 
nated  by  Sloat  Garden  Centers.  For 
additional  information  on  the  tour,  con¬ 
tact  May  at  rambooks@pacbeIl.net.  ■ 
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Mel  Murphy 
(415)  648-1200 

mmurphy@murphyobrienre.com 


Murphy 

& 

O'Brien 

Real  Estate  Investments,  Inc. 


Luke  O'Brien 
(415)  516-8488 

lobrien@murphyobrienre.com 


245  23rd  Avenue,  San  Francisco  94123 


tn  the  Richmond  District 

:  1  -  $988,000.  4  BRs,  2  BA,  condo  with  gourmet  kitchen, 
granite  counter  tops,  stainless  steel  appliances,  dining  area, 
living  room  with  fireplace,  laundry,  floors  in  hardwood/ 
carpet,  car  space.  Approx.  1,560  sq.  ft.  living  space. 


Richmond  District 

Luxury  View  home  with  Legal  In-Law 


Single  Family  House  -  4  BRS,  3  1/2  BA,  Sophisticated 
tri-level  home. 

First  Floor  -  Inviting  gourmet  kitchen  with  Viking 
Range,  Bosch  dishwasher,  granite  counter  tops,  cnerry 
wood  cabinetry,  s/s  appliances,  trash  compactor,  wine 
cooler,  powder  room,  dining  area  off  kitchen  has  eye 
catching  remote  controlled  three  dimensional  fireplace 
and  the  adjoining  living  room  has  a  fireplace  and  bay 
window. 

Second  Floor  -  One  master  suite  with  view,  two  closets 
and  adjoining  bathroom  with  Jacuzzi  bathtub,  two  bed¬ 
rooms  with  access  to  rear  deck  and  one  bathroom  fin¬ 
ished  in  granite  and  tile. 

Third  Floor  -  Remarkable  master  suite  with  a  gas  fire¬ 
place,  large  front  deck  and  a  rear  deck  overlooking  the 
backyard,  both  with  panoramic  vistas  of  the  city  includ¬ 
ing  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  walk-in  closet  ana  spacious 
master  bathroom  with  Jacuzzi  bathtub  finished  in  gran¬ 
ite  and  tile. 

Beautiful  hardwood  flooring  throughout,  in  house 
washer  and  dryer,  two  car  garage  parking,  remote  inter¬ 
com,  security,  fire  alarm  and  sprinkler  systems. 

In-law  -  1  BR  with  gas  fireplace  and  access  to  patio  and 
matured  backyard,  1  BA  finished  in  granite  and  tile  with 
a  shower/tub  combo  and  a  separate  shower,  gourmet 
kitchen  with  Viking  range,  Bosch  dishwasher,  s/s  appli¬ 
ances,  cherry  wood  cabinetry,  granite  counter  top,  living 
room  with  fireplace  and  hardwood  flooring  throughout. 

$1,999,000 


COMING  SOON! 

Luxurious  three  unit  TIC  building 
in  the 

Valencia  corridor 


For  more  information  on  these  and  other  exciting 
properties,  check  out 
www.murphyobrienre.com. 

To  schedule  a  private  showing,  please  call  Luke 
O'Brien  at  415-516-8488  or  our  office  at  415-648-1200 


Thinking  of  selling  your  property? 

Come  visit  our  newly  remodeled,  state-of-the  art 
office  in  Noe  Valley  at  4153  24th  Street 
for  a  complimentary  market  analysis. 


4153  24th  St.,  Ste.  4  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  •  Ph.  415.648.1200  Fax  415.648.1213 
www.murphyobrienre.com  •  email:  tara@murphyobrienre.com 


c  ^ 

Q  Painting  & 

Waterproofing 


When  Quality  Matters 

4i5.4i2.l642 


License  #  866791 

QPAINT.COM 


SchweD 

construction 


Serving  San  Francisco 
for  over  25  Years 

Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 
Major  Reconstruction 
Foundations  —  Additions 
Kitchens  —  Baths 

General  Contractor 
State  Lie.  No.  579875 
www.schwed.net 


415-285-8207 


member: 


/  &  % 

sBBBI 


Fences  Decks  Stairs 

New  Construction  Repairs  Refinishing 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20  Years 

415  282  5406 

CSL#888938  Licensed  Bonded  Insured 


Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 

Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that's  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 


STILL Ihe 
BEST  frame  shop 
in  San  Francisco. 


PICTURE  FRAMING  AND  ART  GALLERIES 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  over  20  years 


Anniversary 


PERSONAL,  STEP-BY-STEP  ASSISTANCE 


£3  Designers  and  corporate 
accounts  welcome. 


Back  to  the  Picture  SoMa 

Mission  St. 


Back  to  the  Picture  Mission 


Decorator  Mirrors  and  Prints 
wholesale  to  the  public. 


Liberty  St. 


Howard  St. 


^  Gift  certificates  available. 


□  Rotating  exhibits  at  both 
galleries  (call  for  schedule) 


Mission:  934  Valencia  St.  @  20  th  St.  Tel:  41 5  826-2321 


SoMa:  1 1 10  Howard  St.  @  7 th  St.  Tel:  415  558-9901 


www.backtothepicture.com 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  June  2007  I 


Manager  Justin  Vang  delivers  lunch  specials  to  Dion  Drislane  (right)  and  other  eager 
patrons  at  Swatdee  Thai  Restaurant  on  24th  Street.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


LOCAL 

GEMS 


Swatdee  Means 
‘Greetings’  in  Thai 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

and  his  family  are  the  owners  of  Swatdee 
Thai  Restaurant,  at  4166  24th  Street  near 
Diamond  Street. 

“Sawatdee”  is  Thai  for  “greetings.” 
“It’s  a  very  good  meaning,"  James  Sawat¬ 
dee  says.  “Before  we  opened,  I  had  a  lot 
of  lists  of  names  for  the  restaurant,  but 
then  a  couple  of  my-friends  said,  'Why 
don't  you  use  your  last  name,  because 
your  last  name  has  a  lot  of  meaning.”' 

Sawatdee  agreed,  but  decided  to  re¬ 
move  the  first  “a”  when  spelling  the 
restaurant's  name.  “I  saved  money  with 
only  one  ‘a’  on  the  sign!”  he  laughs.  “It's 
true,  though — one  letter  can  cost  you 
money.  It’s  better  this  way — [Swatdee  is] 
easier  for  people  to  pronounce.” 

Sawatdee  opened  the  restaurant  20  years 
ago  at  the  suggestion  of  his  mother-in- 
law.  She  had  watched  him  work  for  years 
in  several  other  San  Francisco  restau¬ 
rants,  and  since  she  had  experience  run¬ 
ning  her  own  restaurant  back  in  Thailand, 
one  day  she  said,  “‘Hey,  you  want  to  open 
a  restaurant?’  1  said,  ‘Okay,  let’s  do  it!”’ 
Sawatdee  recalls.  “It  was  my  mother-in- 
law,  my  sister,  another  guy,  and  me.  It  was 
a  family  business;  it  still  is.” 

Sawatdee’s  mother-in-law  was  the 
cook  for  the  first  five  to  six  years,  using 
her  own  special  recipes  and  ingredients. 
Then  his  wife’s  aunt  took  over,  and  now 
his  sister-in-law  runs  the  kitchen. 

After  the  first  five  years,  Sawatdee 
opened  a  second  location  in  San  Mateo. 
But  when  his  sister  decided  she  wanted  to 
open  her  own  Thai  restaurant — she's  the 
chef  and  owner  of  Lemongrass  on  Rus¬ 
sian  Hill — he  sold  it.  His  cousin  owns  the 
Cha-Am  restaurants  in  SOMA,  Berkeley, 
and  Vallejo. 

Cha-Am,  two  hours  from  Bangkok,  is 
the  city  in  Thailand  from  where  the 
Sawatdee  family  hails.  James  immigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  1972  at  the  age  of 


22,  to  take  English  at  the  Berkeley  Adult 
School.  Opting  to  stay  in  San  Francisco, 
he  worked  as  a  dishwasher,  busboy,  cook, 
and  waiter  at  Front  Room  Pizza  on  Cali¬ 
fornia  Street,  and  then  waited  tables  at 
two  high-end  French  restaurants  in  the 
late  ’70s  and  early  ’80s.  He  married  his 
wife,  Rita,  in  1979,  and  opened  Swatdee 
eight  years  later. 

“When  we  opened,  there  were  only  10 
Thai  restaurants  in  the  city.  Now  there  are 
more  than  110,”  Sawatdee  says. 

“The  first  day,  business  was  incredible. 
It  was  April  17,  1987,  Good  Friday.  My 
mother-in-law  is  Catholic,  and  she  said, 
‘Good  Friday— it’s  not  good  to  open  a 
business.’  I  said,  ‘Let’s  try.’  And  then, 
boom!  We  sat  150  people.  We  opened  at 
4:30  and  went  to  10:30  non-stop. 

“Every  Friday  and  Saturday,  it  was 
busy,  very  busy.  I'd  get  nervous  because 
my  mother-in-law  was  doing  all  the  cook¬ 
ing  and  I  wanted  to  take  it  easy  on  her  and 
not  push  her  too  much.  We'd  have  three 
or  four  orders  at  the  same  time,  plus  take¬ 
out.  We  had  a  lot  of  people  helping  her, 
but  she  wanted  to  do  it. 

“We  did  very  well  for  the  first  1 5  years. 
But  after  September  1 1 ,  everything  peaked 
out.  People  don’t  go  out  anymore;  we  do 
a  lot  of  takeout  and  delivery.  Almost  half 
of  our  income  is  from  deliveries  now.  Our 
customers  used  to  be  a  lot  of  singles  and 
couples,  and  now  it’s  a  lot  of  families,  but 
still,  they’re  all  neighbors.” 


Neighbors  like  Ron  Shelly,  an  em¬ 
ployee  at  Streetlight  Records  on  24th 
Street.  He  takes  his  lunch  hour  at  Swatdee 
just  about  every  Tuesday  and  Thursday, 
and  favors  the  cashew  chicken  and  spicy 
tofu  dishes.  He  says,  “I  like  spicy  food,  1 
like  Thai  food,  and  I  like  Justin,  too.” 

Justin  Vang  is  the  friendly,  Harry  Potter 
glasses-wearing  waiter/manager  whose 
sweet  smile  welcomes  regulars  like 
Shelly  and  first-timers  like  Richard  and 
Carolyn  Counihan. 

“We’re  visiting  from  Seattle,  and  our 
friend  who  lives  in  Noe  told  us  to  try  this 
place.  It  was  delicious,”  Carolyn  says,  as 
she  kisses  her  fingertips  in  that  gesture 
one  uses  to  express  perfection. 

The  Counihans  and  Shelly  are  three 
among  relatively  few  diners  at  Swatdee 
this  mostly  foggy  Thursday  lunchtime. 
Vang  says,  “It’s  usually  not  that  busy  at 
lunch,  but  you  just  never  know.  Yesterday 
it  was  really  busy — they  all  came  in  at 
noon  and  left  by  1:00.  It  seems  we’re 
more  busy  on  cold  and  wet  days,  but  you 
can’t  predict  it.” 

Swatdee  is  open  for  lunch  and  dinner 
Monday  through  Friday,  but  for  dinner 
only  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Sawatdee 
says,  “We  used  to  be  open  for  lunch  on 
Saturdays,  but  I  said  forget  it!  We  never 
made  any  money.  Thai  food  takes  a  lot  of 
preparation,  because  curry  has  to  cook 
three  to  four  hours  ahead  of  time;  you 
can’t  just  do  order  by  order.” 


There’s  a  lull  in  the  kitchen,  too,  as 
Sawatdee’s  sister-in-law,  Sirisom  Bin- 
sared,  chops  lemongrass  for  soup,  one  of 
her  helpers  thin-slices  beef  for  satay,  and 
the  dishwasher  finishes  the  lunch  dishes. 
On  the  radio  Bette  Midler  purrs,  “God  is 
watching  us,”  while  in  the  front  of  the 
house  John  Mayer  sings,  “Waiting  on  the 
world  to  change.” 

Sawatdee’s  17-year-old  daughter, 
Melissa,  and  12-year-old  son,  Jaric,  take 
turns  working  at  the  restaurant  most  Fri¬ 
day  nights.  They  earn  their  keep  as 
cashier,  and  by  pouring  water  and  sodas. 
Sawatdee  says,  "It’s  good  for  my  daugh¬ 
ter  to  work  a  little  bit  so  she  doesn’t  have 
too  much  time  to  talk  on  the  telephone.” 
Melissa  confesses,  and  her  brother  nods 
in  agreement,  “I’m  a  typical  shopaholic; 
my  brother’s  the  responsible  one  in  the 
family.” 

Sawatdee  strives  to  buy  good  quality 
food  and  sell  it  at  a  good  price.  Most  items 
on  his  menu  are  about  $6  to  $7.  “We  serve 
Thai-Thai  food,  not  Thai-American,”  he 
says.  "Maybe  we  make  it  a  little  bit  Amer¬ 
ican  in  that  we  don’t  make  it  too  hot.  But 
some  Americans,  now  that  they've  been 
to  Thailand,  can  take  a  lot  of  heat.  And 
they  feel  comfortable  with  Thai  people. 
Thai  people  are  happy.” 

He’s  happy,  too.  He  laughs  as  he  tells 
the  story:  “Four  to  five  months  ago,  a 
friend  offered  to  buy  my  business.  So  I 
talked  with  my  wife.  My  wife  asked  me, 
‘What  are  you  going  to  do  if  you  sell  your 
business?’  I  said,  ‘Maybe  I  open  another 
one.’  She  said,  ‘Why  you  sell  it  then?”’ 

Why  indeed?  ■ 


Learn  techniques  for  safe  and  comfortable 
birthing  through  guided  imagery,  visualization, 
and  special  breathing. 

Nina  Glaser,  C.H.T. 

Certified  Hypnotherapist/Hypnobirthing  Instr. 

415-516-2133 

http:  /  /  web.mac.com/hypnobirthing 
ninahypno@yahoo.com 


PALM  SPRINGS?  Call  on  San  Francisco’s 


most  trusted  Realtor 
in  the  desert 
Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 

psjfm@aol.com 


Prudential 

'California  Realty 


"Th< 


>apo" 


Empower  your  body.  Yoga  and  Belly  Dancing  combined  for  an 
exhilarating  workout.  No  dance  experience  necessary.” 


All  ages  and  genders  are  welcome. 
Series  begins  June  3rd. 


4  weeks  $60 


For  More  Information  about  the  class,  visit 
www.kiki-yo.com.  To  register  call  587-5454. 
Located  at  605B  Chenery  Street,  SF  CA  94131 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb  s  Fine  Funds 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  415  826-8937  or  415  550-921 1 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
Saturday  and  Sunday  7:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

Since  1943 

It’s  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 
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FIRST,  LET’S 
BUILD  A  DIALOGUE 


—1 


The  team?  Designers. 
Architects.  Owners. 
Our  Project  Managers. 
Superintendents, 
Subcontractors. 
Better  believe  there 
should  be  excellent 
communication  up  front. 
When  that  happens, 
you’re  most  likely  to 
see  your  remodel  or 
custom  design  finished 
the  way  you  began. 
Collaboration  is 
instilled  here. 
Never  heard 
this  before? 

Give  us  a  call. 


m 


SPARK 

ASSOCIATES 


ON  SITE  INTELLIGENCE 

415.503.0055 

spark-associates.com 

license#546094 


Bold  &  Beautiful 


Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 


PERSONAL  SERVICES 

FOR  SENIORS 

Assisting  You  in 
Living  at  Home 
or  Relocating 

•  Coordinating  your  at-home 
needs 

•  Transportation 

•  Work  with  health  care 
professionals 

•  Pay  bills 

•  Organize  clutter 

•  Or  your  special  needs 

Mature  and  Experienced 

Barbara  Hauser 

(415)440-4821 


{Trust  Building  Tip  #58} 

Offer  to  share  your  ice  cream,  but  don't 
wipe  it  across  your  brother's  face. 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 


That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


BTii.OiNG 


TRUST, 


FOR  LIFE 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 

Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


HANDMADE  PIZZA  TO  ORDER! 
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A  new  sandbox,  fencing,  and  playground  equipment  are  some  of  the  things  that  kids  and 
dogs  might  see  materialize  this  summer  at  Noe  Courts  Park  on  Douglass  Street.  Meanwhile, 
park  lovers  are  invited  to  come  help  out  at  a  cleanup  day  on  July  7.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


City  Hopes  to 
Start  Revamping 
Playground  in  July 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

Courts  park  renovations,  planning,  and 
construction.  After  almost  two  years  of 
planning,  the  San  Francisco  Recreation 
and  Park  Department  began  accepting 
bids  this  spring. 

Two  years  may  sound  like  a  long  time, 
but  Dufty  says  the  planning  process  was 
a  smooth  one  in  comparison  to  other  park 
renovation  projects,  thanks  in  large  part 
to  neighborhood  residents  like  Norman 
and  llene  Osherow,  who  helped  survey 
park  users  to  determine  which  improve¬ 
ments  were  most  important  and  build 
consensus  among  those  who  live  near  the 
park  and  those  who  use  it. 

“We  really  sidestepped  any  conflict  ,” 
Dufty  adds.  “Once  we  got  the  planning 
money,  we  were  off  to  the  races.” 

On  May  17,  the  city  awarded  a  con¬ 
struction  contract  to  Valletta  Construction 
in  the  base  bid  amount  of  $292,220  for 
renovation  of  the  children’s  play  area. 
With  the  contractor  now  on  board,  Recre¬ 
ation  and  Park  Department  Project  Man¬ 
ager  Marvin  Yee  estimates  that  construc¬ 
tion  will  begin  by  mid-July  and  reach 


completion  by  mid-September. 

Under  the  current  plans,  the  children’s 
play  area  will  be  extended  to  the  comer 
of  Douglass  and  24th  streets.  New  safety 
fencing  will  be  added  to  keep  kids  in  the 
play  area  and  dogs  outside  it.  Along  with 
these  improvements,  the  current  surface 
and  sand  at  the  park  will  be  replaced  and 


ramps  will  be  added  for  disabled  access. 
That  will  clear  the  way  for  new  play¬ 
ground  equipment. 

These  changes  are  a  big  step,  but  Nor¬ 
man  says  the  Friends  of  Noe  Courts  is  al¬ 
ready  talking  about  fundraising  efforts  for 
phase  two  of  the  project. 

“We  have  to  find  out  what  the  neigh¬ 


borhood  would  like  to  see  next,"  she  says. 
Possible  future  improvements  could  in¬ 
clude  tennis  court  renovations,  landscap¬ 
ing  projects,  adding  bathroom  facilities, 
and  building  a  continuous  fence  around 
the  park  perimeter. 

While  park  upgrades  are  welcome 
news,  Cathy  Dompe  says  the  quality  of 
the  park  is  about  more  than  new  equip¬ 
ment  and  renovations.  For  several  years, 
Dompe  has  been  visiting  the  park  regu¬ 
larly  to  pull  weeds,  put  down  mulch,  and 
clean  up  after  park  users.  She  has  worked 
with  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department 
to  schedule  monthly  park  cleanup  events, 
but  says  turnout  has  been  disappointing. 

“I  don’t  know  what  it  takes  to  get  peo¬ 
ple  [to  attend],”  she  says,  adding  that  a 
core  group  of  just  10  to  12  residents 
would  get  the  job  done. 

Want  to  help  with  the  greening?  The 
next  Noe  Courts  park  cleanup  event  is 
scheduled  for  Saturday,  July  7,  from  9 
a.m.  to  noon.  ■ 

To  learn  more  about  how  to  get  involved 
with  Friends  of  ' Noe  Courts  or  park 
cleanup  days,  contact  Laura  Norman  at 
noecourts@  gmai  1  .com . 


Free  Evening  Parking 
Lunch  Specials  with  Free  Egg  Roll  or  Soda 
Buy  Any  Two  Entrees  and  get  a  Cold  Appetizer  Free 
Free  Delivery  and  Pick-up  Available 


Rated  ★★★  Michael  Bauer,  San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Ristorante  Italiano 

Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Guisine 
'yU?  Homemade  Pasta,  Bread  and  Desserts 
Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 

THREE  COURSES 

MENU  AVAILABLE  SUN.  -  THU.  $33 


737  Diamond  St.  at  24th  St.  415-282-4969 

New  Hours:  Mon.y-Thu.  5:30-9:30 
Sat.  5:30  -  10:00  Sun.  5:00 
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2007  Michelin  Rated 


T  I  I  1  1 
IMJVI 


1431  Castro 

550-7577 

(between  25th  &  Jersey) 


Reviews 


OSCAR  TITLES  RECENTLY  OUT  ON  DVD:  Venus,  Letters  from 
two  Jima  (makes  a  great  double  feature  with  Flags  of  our  Fathers, 
also  out),  Apocalypto,  and  Pan’s  Labyrinth.  We  have  both  the 
Live  Action  Short  and  Animated  Short  winners  on  the  2006 
Academy  Award  Shorts  DVD,  and  the  2005  DVD  too. 

Other  Award  winning  titles  coming  soon  or  recently  out: 

Becket  (1964,  Peter  O’Toole  with  Richard  Burton,  first  time  on 
DVD),  Lives  of  Others  (Oscar  winner  for  Best  Foreign  Film, 
coming  June  26th),  The  Italian  (best  film  at  2005  Berlin  Film  Fest) 


Cfassic,  CofcC, 
Caffeine  Tree, 
Organic  Sofas! 

Complimentary 
Fresh  Popcorn! 

Mo  u±k  vvate  rl  vug 
Array  of  cawd y! 


More  titles  coming  soon  that  we  are  looking  forward  to: 


June  5th:  Season  3  of  Rescue  Me,  Maxed  Out  (a  documentary  by 

REGULAR  DEALS 

the  Super  Size  Me  guy),  the  2007  BBC  version  of  Robin  Hood 
June  12th:  Kathy  Griffin's  My  Life  on  the  D  List  (requested  by 
many).  Daddy’s  Little  Girls  (by  Tyler  Perry),  Breach,  Season  3  of 
Deadwood,  Ghost  Rider,  The  Bridge 

Other  June  titles:  Bridae  to  Terabithia.  Reno  Oil  -  Miami  Pririo 

Recommended  Titles: 

We  love  fun  and  quirky  titles;  a  favorite  of  Colin's  out  recently  is 

Afro  Samurai.  It  is  an  homage  to  70’s  Kung  Fu  movies  with 

Samuel  L.  Jackson  as  the  titular  Samurai  The  animation  is  great, 

:he  music  bumps  it  along,  the  action  is  crazy,  and  not  for  kids.  Like 
Boondocks  meets  Ninja  Scroll,  done  hip-hop  stylee.  with  humor. 

MON  THRU  THUR 

5  VHS  5  NIGHTS  $5 

2-FER  TUESDAYS 
RENT  1  TITLE 
GET  A  2nd  FREE 

MORE  TO  COME... 

Your  Neighborhood  Movie  Store  for  over  25  years 

We  ’ll  help  you  find  what  you're  looking  for. 

Our  goal  is  to  make  movie  watching  as  fun  and  convenient  as  possible1 

•ATLAS  LANDSCAPES* 

Designers  &  Builders  of  extraordinary  gardens 
Under  the  masterful  eye  of  David  Graham 


Decks 

Retaining  Walls 

Artistic  Fencing 

Water  Features 

Superb  Masonry 
Work 

Drainage  Issues 
Planting 
Lighting 

Please  visit  us:  Atlands.com 

Hot  Tub 

Phone  41 5-380-0604  installation 

Landscape  &  General  Contractors  Small  Spaces  a 
Ca.  Lie.  #  S62324  SPECIALTY 
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FEDEX 

DHL 

UPS 


{Trust  Building  Tip  #64} 
Stop  "borrowing"  money 
from  your  kid's  piggy  bank. 


Need  an  Extra  Pair  of 
Hands?  Call  the 
SF  Day  Labor  Program 


aO  R 


We  always  have 


O  workers  available  for 
moving,  house 
cleaning,  painting, 
gardening  &  more! 


We  are  a  non-profit  that  connects  home- 
owners  and  businesses  with  experienced 
laborers  for  temporary  or  on-going  jobs. 

Call  during  our  office  hours  to  hire 
workers  for  anytime!  Minimum  3  hrs./job. 

415-252-5375  or  252-5376 

M  -  F,  7  am  - 1  pm  &  Sat.  7  am  - 12  noon 

Women’s  Collective  $1 2-$1 5/hr.  min. 
Day  Laborers  Workers  Assoc.  $1 5/hr.  min. 


CAS 

Construction 

Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area 
Since  1988 


emcee 


(Formerly  Noe’s  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast) 

Serving  Noe  Valley  -  and  very  soon  - 
other  surrounding  neighborhoods 

After  twenty  years  of  providing  a  warm  and  unique  lodging 
experience  for  residents  and  visitors  to  San  Francisco’s  Noe  Valley, 
Noe’s  Nest  is  now  expanding  our  services  and  is  pleased  to  be  offering 
a  variety  of  new  accommodation  options  in  one  of 
the  city’s  finest  and  friendliest  neighborhoods. 

We  will  maintain  our  “local  family  and  friends”  connection 
while  offering  a  variety  of  comfortable  accommodations  in  both  bed  & 
breakfasts  or  apartments  for  short  or  long  term  stays. 

Vacation  travelers,  as  well  as  business  and 
corporate  visitors  will  enjoy  our  “home  away  from  home” 
alternative  to  the  impersonal  hotel  experience. 

Call 

415-821-0751 

For  Reservations 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC 


4104  24th  Street  (at  Castro) 

(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 

Mon.  -  Fri.  9  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  •  Sat.  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 


That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


BUItD!  NG 


TRUST, 


LFOR  !.!!•>: 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 

Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 


ZEPHYR 

RIAL  ESTATE 


Mailbox  Rentals 
Black  &  White  Copies 
FAX 

Color  Copies 
Laminating  /  Binding 


Notary  Public 
Passport  Photos 
Custom  Packing 
Boxes 

Shipping  &  Moving 
Supplies 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 
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Coldwell  Banker 
Takes  Over 
Droubi  Real  Estate 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

former  Eber  electronics  building  that  we 
opened  in  January.” 

Turley  noted  that  Droubi 's  real  estate 
agents  have  been  invited  to  join  Coldwell 
Banker  at  the  Market  Street  office.  “The 
first  thing  we  did  was  make  sure  that  the 
non-real-estate  staff  had  jobs  and  then  in¬ 
vited  all  the  Droubi  agents  to  stay  on.” 

If  the  Noe  Valley  agents  choose  to  go 
with  Coldwell  Banker,  they  will  join  a 
brokerage  that  includes  more  than  3,000 
real  estate  agents  in  Northern  California. 

The  May  sale  came  as  a  surprise  to  many 
of  the  Droubi  agents,  some  of  whom  have 
been  with  the  company  for  1 5  to  20  years. 
"We’re  all  in  shock,”  said  one  former 
Droubi  agent  at  a  recent  Sunday  open 
house  with  a  Coldwell  Banker  “For  Sale” 
sign  in  the  front  yard.  “We  thought  that  B.J. 
would  step  back  in  and  buy  out  the  part¬ 
ners.  We're  all  evaluating  our  next  steps.” 

Another  agent  is  also  weighing  his  op¬ 
tions.  “Going  from  a  family  business  to  a 
corporate  business  is  a  big  jump  for  peo¬ 
ple,”  he  said. 

“It’s  very  sad,”  said  B.J.  Droubi  over 
lunch  at  Le  Zinc  cafe  the  week  after  the 
sale  was  announced.  “We  couldn't  tell  the 
agents  because  of  a  confidentiality  agree¬ 
ment.  Everyone's  been  crying  fora  week. 
We’re  going  to  do  a  closing  ceremony  for 
everyone  in  the  company  in  the  big  house. 
We’ve  had  so  many  great  parties  there 
and  a  lot  of  wonderful  memories.” 

B.J.,  who  had  been  living  part-time  in 
Sonoma  (where  she  opened  a  real  estate 
office  three  years  ago),  said  she  consid¬ 
ered  buying  out  the  partners  and  return¬ 
ing  to  the  company  she  founded,  but  de¬ 
cided  it  wasn't  economically  feasible. 

“It  also  felt  like  trying  to  recreate  a  life 
when  it  was  time  to  move  on  with  a  new 
life,”  said  B.J.,  who  now  lives  on  Russian 
Hill  in  San  Francisco. 

She  said  the  birth  of  her  granddaugh¬ 
ter,  along  with  Sonoma’s  slower-paced  real 
estate  market  and  what  seemed  like  end¬ 
less  driving  to  sell  a  property,  helped  con¬ 
vince  her  to  return  to  the  city  full-time. 

“I  could  easily  drive  200  miles  a  day 


working  in  Sonoma,”  said  B.J.  “I  missed 
walking  to  my  clients.” 

B.J.  Droubi  was  25  when  she  started  in 
the  real  estate  business.  “They  gave  me  a 
paper  and  a  pen  and  said,  'Tell  everyone 
you’re  in  real  estate,’”  she  recalls.  “I  had 
to  duplicate  my  secretary’s  salary  of 
$8,000  in  order  to  make  it  work.  Luckily, 
after  a  year,  I  finally  sold  a  house  and  got 
to  stay  in  the  business. 

She  established  B.J.  Droubi  &  Com¬ 
pany  in  1 974,  and  moved  into  the  big  Vic¬ 
torian  at  4 1 28  24th  Street  eight  years  later. 
Over  the  next  two  decades,  the  company 
expanded  its  staff  and  sales,  brokering 
$317  million  in  home  sales  during  the 
past  12  months  alone. 

“B.J.  Droubi  was  an  innovator  and  a 
trendsetter  in  marketing  property,”  says 
former  Droubi  agent  Tom  Norwick,  who 
worked  with  B.J.  for  almost  25  years.  “She 
started  agents’  tours  and  staging,  and  she 
did  it  with  a  sense  of  style  and  humor." 
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Meditate  and  Celebrate 

_ m 

rcnurch.org 

%  Goddess* 
Wednesdays  at  ix 

;  '  iiiflis 

1:  „  W;; 


Hail  dSd 
...Moth 


§g|g 


Christian  Feminist/Goddess  Spirituality. 
■Ritual,  Community  and  a  Voice  for  Justice. 

M  *  \  'S'  j 

Sunday  worship  at  io-.3o  AM 

678  portoia  Dr.  £F 

Everyone  WELCOME! 


custom  made  Goddess  ’Rpsaries 


www.nerchurcn.org 


Hy  i 


With  Hill  &  Co.,  McGuire  Real  Estate, 
and  now  Coldwell  Banker  joining  Zephyr 
Real  Estate  on  24th  Street,  many  wonder 
if  there  are  too  many  brokerage  firms  in 
the  neighborhood. 

“Certainly  it’s  a  more  competitive 
landscape,  but  I’ve  found  that  success  is 
based  on  personal  relationships,”  said 
Lamisse  Droubi.  “Almost  all  of  our  busi¬ 
ness  is  based  on  referral,  so  our  personal 
business  [at  Team  Droubi]  shouldn’t  be 
too  affected  by  other  people  on  the  street.” 


The  irony,  she  points  out,  is  that  “when 
my  mother  started  the  business  here  on 
24th  Street,  she  was  a  real  visionary — no 
one  wanted  to  be  in  District  5.  My  mother 
and  Terry  really  saw  the  potential  in  this 
neighborhood,  and  that  carried  forward  in 
a  lot  of  the  things  she  did  here. 

“We’re  determined  to  keep  that  alive  in 
our  little  office,”  Lamisse  continued.  “We 
may  not  have  the  large  grand  Victorian, 
but  we’re  planning  on  being  a  pretty  big 
presence  in  the  neighborhood.”  ■ 


♦  Natural,  Organic  Products 

♦  Organic  Fruits  and  Vegetables 

♦  Quality  Selection  of  Domestic 
and  Imported  Wines,  Beer  and  Spirits 

♦  Fresh  Acme  Breads  Daily 

♦  Vitamin  Selection 
♦  We  Carry  Rupam’s  Herbal  Products 
♦  Fresh  Flowers 

Your  Neighborhood  Health  Food  Store 

1400  Guerrero  Street  at  26th  Street 

415-282-6274 

www.26thandGuerreroMarket.com 

Open  Every  Day! 

Hours:  Mon  -  Fri  8  am  -  9:00  pm  •  Sat  -  Sun  9  am  -  9pm 


Three  generations  of  the  Droubi  family,  which  since  the  1980s  has  had  legendary  success  in  selling  real  estate  in  Noe  Valley,  will  now  be 
conducting  business  from  a  Coldwell  Banker  “boutique”  office  on  24th  Street:  B.J.  Droubi,  her  daughter  Lamisse  Droubi  (left),  and  the 
youngest  member  of  the  team,  six-week-old  baby  Nyla — daughter  of  Lamisse  Droubi  and  husband  Steve  Holman. 


Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 
www.SueBowie.com 

Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

Now,  more  than  ever  before,  experience  counts! 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  1,000  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Noe  Valley  Homeowner  for  30  years 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 

Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 

AND  1031  EXCHANGES,  TRUST,  ESTATE  AND  PROBATES,  RELOCATION  AND  REFERRALS. 


Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 
www.NoeValleyOnline.com 

a  free  interactive  website 
for  Noe  Valley 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


Are  you  in  Recovery 
from  Alcohol 
Dependence 

But  still  struggling  with  stress 
or  cravings? 

Participate  in  a  no-cost  mindfulness 
training  developed  to  help  reduce 
stress.  You'll  be  asked  to  respond  to 
questionnaires  and  interviews  and 
will  be  compensated  up  to  $100. 

To  find  out  more,  call 

415-600-5772  or  email 

livefree@sutterhealth.org 

California  Pacific 
Medical  Center 

A  Sutter  Health  Affiliate 


HOUSE  HISTORIES 

LEARN  THE  SECRET  STORY  OF  YOUR  HOME 


Peggy  Handler,  MFT 

Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 
Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 

Se  Habla  Espatiol 


1  .  : 
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{Trust  Building  Tip  #92} 

Borrowed  clothes  should  never  be 
returned  to  their  owner  as  dirty  laundry. 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build  calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're  delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons.  value  and  financing. 


z 

ZEPHYR 


IS  YOUR  HOUSE  ANCHORED  AND  BRACED? 
Contractors  Retrofit  Full  Seismic  Upgrades 

*  Anchor  bolting  *  Soft  story  reinforcements 

*  Cripple  wall  bracing  *Foundation  Replacement/repair 

*  Seismic  gas  valves  *  Engineered  plans  and  permits 

KEN  KELTON  CONSTRUCTION 
415-333-1140 

CA  Contractors  License  #  324498 

Structural  Alterations  of 
Older  San  Francisco  Homes 
Since  1977 


That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


BULDiNl. 


TRUST, 


FOB  LIFE 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 

Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 
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Noe  Merchants 
Stay  on  Alert  to 
Foil  Crime 

By  Jan  Go  ben 

As  Noe  Valley  merchants  struggle  to 
deal  with  break-ins  and  burglaries 
during  a  time  of  reduced  police  presence 
in  the  neighborhood,  they  have  decided 
to  take  matters  into  their  own  hands. 

"We  have  a  group,  and  we’re  starting  to 
meet  once  a  month,”  says  Gwen  Sanderson, 
owner  of  Video  Wave  on  Castro  Street 
and  secretary  for  the  Noe  Valley  Mer¬ 
chants  and  Professionals  Association. 

When  the  merchants  gather,  she  says, 
they  trade  stories  of  what  they've  experi¬ 
enced  and  heard,  and  they  exchange 
phone  numbers  and  e-mail  addresses,  so 
that  they  can  alert  the  group,  as  well  as 
the  police,  when  there’s  trouble.  They 
also  are  holding  meetings  with  local  po¬ 
lice  and  asking  them  to  report  on  their 
progress  in  solving  crimes. 

While  it’s  hard  to  peg  it  specifically  to 
the  merchants’  heightened  involvement, 
two  recent  arrests  in  the  area  seem  to  be 
fueled  at  least  in  part  by  calls  from  mer¬ 
chants  and  neighbors  to  local  police. 

In  one  case,  officers  followed  a  car  that 
was  stolen  in  a  residential  burglary  and 
captured  a  burglar  who  confessed  to  nu¬ 
merous  stolen  cars,  according  to  a  May 
report  to  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  As¬ 
sociation  by  Captain  John  Goldberg  of 
Mission  Station. 

“Plainclothes  officers  from  Mission 
watched  the  vehicle  and  took  a  suspect 
into  custody  as  he  entered  it,”  reads  Gold¬ 
berg’s  report.  “During  an  interview  with 
Inspector  [Joseph)  Nannery,  of  the  bur¬ 
glary  detail,  the  suspect  admitted  to  a  se¬ 
ries  of  burglaries  in  the  Noe  Valley  area. 
He  stated  that  he  found  garages  with 
‘touch  pad,’  keyless  entries  and  used 
those  to  enter  the  garage  and  steal  the  ve¬ 
hicles.  The  suspect  has  admitted  to  hav¬ 
ing  stolen  at  least  15  vehicles,  and  the  in¬ 
vestigation  is  ongoing.” 

In  another  case,  DN  A  evidence  led  po¬ 
lice  to  arrest  Tracy  Nelson,  49,  the  sus¬ 
pect  in  a  series  of  burglaries  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  A  press  release  from  the  Police 
Department  explains  that  DNA  evidence 
was  found  at  the  scene  of  a  residential 


burglary  on  July  27,  2006.  "The  victims, 
two  San  Francisco  clothing  designers, 
had  several  of  their  designs  stolen,”  reads 
the  press  release.  Searching  for  the  stolen 
items,  the  two  designers  scoured  local 
secondhand  shops  and  discovered  some 
of  their  clothing  with  their  unique  de¬ 
signs. 

“While  the  two  victims  were  explain¬ 
ing  to  the  shop  employees  that  these  par¬ 
ticular  items  had  been  stolen  from  them, 
the  suspect  telephoned  the  shop  to  offer 
more  clothing  for  sale,”  the  press  release 
continues.  "The  clerk  relayed  this  to  the 
victims,  who  contacted  police.  When 
Nelson  showed  up  at  the  shop,  police  ar¬ 
rested  him.” 

Because  the  DNAevidencehad  not  yet 
been  processed.  Nelson  was  released  and 
went  on  to  commit  more  residential  bur¬ 
glaries.  On  Nov.  28.  he  burglarized  a 
home,  was  followed  by  his  victims  and 
arrested  by  police.  At  that  point,  an  analy¬ 
sis  of  the  July  DNA  evidence  led  to  Nel¬ 
son  being  charged  with  three  counts  of 
first-degree  burglary. 

In  December  and  January,  Noe  Valley 
merchants  faced  a  series  of  front-door 
break-ins  at  restaurants  and  stores  that  left 
them  on  alert.  And,  although  crime  is  al¬ 
ways  a  concern  for  merchants,  the  anxi¬ 
eties  multiplied  after  the  tragic  death  in 
April  of  John  Avery,  57,  a  resident  of  20th 
Street  who  was  hit  by  thief  fleeing  in  his 
pickup  truck  at  the  corner  of  Jersey  and 
Church  streets.  The  man  had  taken  be¬ 
tween  $5,000  and  $10,000  worth  of  pho¬ 
tography  equipment  from  Ritz  Camera, 
and  was  fleeing  police,  who  had  been 
called  to  the  scene.  Avery,  a  cab  driver 
and  the  father  of  two  grown  children,  died 
at  the  scene.  (See  Voice,  May  2007.) 

In  response  to  these  incidents,  Sander¬ 
son  and  other  merchants  began  to  regu¬ 
larly  report  their  suspicions  to  police.  “I 
started  talking  to  Inspector  Nannery.  He 
grew  up  here — he  really,  really  cared.” 

Sanderson  says  she  had  noticed  a  bur¬ 
glar  casing  her  store  and  asking  the  sales¬ 
people  if  they  were  going  to  be  open  late. 
Once  she  informed  Nannery  of  the  de¬ 
tails,  “I  heard  from  him  every  few  days. 
All  of  a  sudden,  police  officers  started 
dropping  in  on  me.” 

There  are  now  two  undercover  officers 
in  Noe  Valley,  Sanderson  says,  and  crime 
seems  to  be  9  little  more  under  control. 

The  merchants  also  have  become  more 
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During  the  month  of  June! 

Bring  in  Your  Dad  and  Mention  this  Ad 

AND  RECEIVE  TWO  COMPLIMENTARY  PETITS  FOURS! 

&  don’t  forget  to  make  reservations  for  our  annual 
KING’S  TEA,  served  only  on  Father’s  Day,  June  17TH 

1351  Church  Street 

at  Clipper 

415-648-5895 

Reservations  Recommended  •  Catering  Available 

Wednesday  -  Sunday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 
Friday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 

Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 


Wells  Fargo  Looking  at  Rite  Aid  Space 


The  ATM  machines  have  made  no 
annoucements,  but  the  word  is  that 
Wells  Fargo  Bank  is  eyeing  the  Rite 
Aid  space  that  will  soon  be  vacated  on 
24th  Street. 

“We  are  in  negotiations  about  that," 
said  Andrew  Esposto,  manager  of  the 
Wells  Fargo  Branch  at  4023  24th  Street. 

Wells  Fargo  would  rent  half  of  Rite 
Aid’s  old  space,  Esposto  said,  and  the 
other  half  would  be  occupied  by  another 
business.  "Eve  heard  rumors  of  some 
interest  from  a  kid-friendly  cafe — we 
have  a  lot  of  families  in  this  area,  so  that 
would  work  well,”  Esposto  said. 

Wells  Fargo  would  vacate  its  current 
space  and  move  a  few  doors  up  the 
block  to  the  Rite  Aid  space.  The  Rite 
Aid  storefront  is  about  5,000  square 
feet,  and  Wells  Fargo  would  occupy 
about  2.400  of  that,  Esposto  said. 
Wells  Fargo’s  current  location  is  600 


square  feet,  and  on  a  recent  afternoon, 
there  were  five  customers  standing  in  a 
line  that  made  its  way  out  the  door, 
waiting  for  two  tellers. 

If  the  bank  moved  into  the  Rite  Aid 
space,  with  four  times  as  much  footage 
as  its  current  space,  Esposto  said,  "We' 
could  have  a  mortgage  representative 
who  would  give  quotes  on  mortgages, 
we  could  have  financial  consultants, 
and  we  could  have  seminars  for  first¬ 
time  homebuyers.” 

Wells  Fargo’s  central  San  Francisco 
office  would  not  confirm  a  possible 
move,  however.  Chris  Hammond,  a 
communications  manager  for  Wells 
Fargo,  said,  “Our  plan  is  to  continue 
where  we  are.  Anything  beyond  that  is 
pure  speculation  today.” 

Still,  he  added,  “We’re  absolutely 
staying  in  the  neighborhood." 

— Jan  Goben 


assertive,  says  former  association  presi¬ 
dent  Carol  Yenne,  who  owns  Small  Frys 
children’s  clothing  store  on  24th  Street 
near  Castro.  Yenne  remembers  five  years 
ago  when  a  teenage  tagger  painted 
“ROC”  on  business  after  business  and 
was  prosecuted  and  spent  time  in  Juvenile 
Hall.  When  he  was  released  and  returned 
to  the  neighborhood  a  few  years  later,  at 
age  18  or  19,  he  continued  painting  graf¬ 
fiti  on  Noe  Valley  businesses  and  all  over 
James  Lick  Middle  School.  The  next  time 
he  was  caught,  says  Yenne,  five  local 
merchants  showed  up  for  his  trial.  “We 
stood  up  in  the  court  hearing  and  told  the 
judge,  ‘We  are  all  victims.’” 

Bail  was  upped  from  the  $5,000  that 
was  set  for  his  previous  arrest  to  $45,000, 
Yenne  says,  but  “ROC”  left  town.  “He 
skipped  bail,  but  at  least  he’s  not  here.” 

She  and  the  other  merchants  who  are 
meeting  monthly  hope  they  can  band  to¬ 
gether  to  take  similar  action  in  the  future. 

“If  the  merchants  were  made  aware  of 
when  certain  criminals  were  showing  up 
in  court,  we  could  have  an  effect  on  the 
process,”  says  Yenne.  “If  these  people 
can  make  a  point  to  the  judge  of  what 
the  impact  is  of  not  having  a  car — they 
couldn’t  get  their  kid  to  school,  they 


couldn’t  get  to  work — then  maybe  the  thief 
wouldn’t  be  back  on  the  streets  so  soon.” 

Seven  years  ago,  there  were  two  beat 
cops  patrolling  24th  Street  on  a  daily  ba¬ 
sis,  and  the  merchants  say  they  could  talk 
to  these  officers,  discuss  their  concerns 
and  find  out  information  that  the  police 
knew — about  who  was  in  jail,  who  was 
out.  who  hadn’t  been  heard  from. 

Because  of  city  budget  cuts,  realigned 
priorities,  or  more  urgent  needs  in  other 
neighborhoods,  the  presence  of  the  beat 
cops,  those  who  roam  the  neighborhood 
on  foot  or  bicycle,  day  in  and  day  out,  has 
decreased  over  the  years.  It  went  down  to 
one  full-time  officer  and  a  half-time  po¬ 
sition  assigned  to  the  neighborhood  each 
day,  then  down  to  one  officer,  and  today, 
none,  says  Yenne.  That’s  a  trend  the  local 
shop  owners  hope  to  reverse. 

There  may  be  a  silver  lining  to  last  win¬ 
ter's  crime  spree.  “I  started  talking  to  my 
neighbors.  That  was  the  best  benefit  of  all 
this,"  says  Sanderson.  ■ 


San  Francisco:  415.641.4407 
Berkeley:  510.540.5557 
Davis:  530.756.8048 

rikidesign.com 
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«j&  Lundberg  Farms 

EcO' Farmed  Rice  Cakes 

8.6-10  o z.  -reg  2.49 


CRYSTAl  GEYSER 


Clover  Dairy  Clover  Dairy 

Organic  Milk  Large  Brown  Eggs 

all  varieties  - ‘ — 

64  oz.  -reg  3.89 

$3.59 


$1.99 


Crystal  Geyser 

Juice  Squeeze 

all  flavors 

23.9  oz. -reg  179  +CRV 

3  for  $4 


cage-free 
dozen  -reg  3.69 


MILK 


LOVER  clover  ^  Organic  Plain 

STORNETTA  Yogurt 


24  oz.  -reg  2.89 


nne 

F  0{0)d  S 

Imagine  Foods 

Rice  Dream  Enriched 
Beverage 

32  oz.  -reg  2.79 


Organic  l 

Chocolate  /in 
Milk  'M- W  ■, 

32  oz.  -reg  2.79 

Cottage  Cheese 

all  varieties 
16  oz.  -reg  2.59 


ooytft 

Ofcthik 


Organic  Vanilla 
Maple  Yogurt 


24  oz.  -reg  3.49 


$2.99 


$2.49 

CLOVER^ 

VRNtLL*  IO»U. 


3  for  $6 


$2.19 


Sour  Cream 

regular  or  light 
16  oz.  -reg  2.75 

$2.39 


Annie's  Natural 

Dressings  &  Vinaigrettes 


Raincoast 

Smoked  Wild  Sockeye 
Salmon  ^  fa  fa 

4  oz.  -reg  7.99 


all  varieties 
8  oz.  -reg  3.29 


2  for  $5 


vian  Coffee 


Capricorn 

Organi 

16  oz.  -reg  8,7'  _ _ 

r3>  A*  $6.99  Natural  Juices 

/'  F  V-  64  oz.  -reg  5.49 


Florida  Naturals 


Haagen  Dazs 

Ice  Cream 

16oz.  -reg  3.99 


Sale  Prices  effective 
June  1-17, 2007 


Free  Parking 


Across  the  Street 


In  our  Very  Own 


Parking  Lot  ! 


Store  Hours: 

8:00  am  -  9:00  pm 

Every  Day! 


We  Accept: 
ATM  Cards 
Discover  Cards 
MasterCard  <&  Visa 
Cash  <&  Checks 
Elec.  Food  Stamps  &  EBT 


$3.99  $2.99 


448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  941 1 0 


Food  you  eat. 


4288  24th  Street  ★  San  Francisco 
415.821.7652  ★  fireflyrestaurant.com 
prix-fix  menu  Sunday-Thursday  ★  $35  for  3  courses 


'"MWcmagm 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual  •  Tax  Planning 

•  Business  Returns  •  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing  •  Out-of-State  Returns 

Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  corner  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 


Where  culture  and  hair  come  together 

Two  locations 
to  serve  you 

1 599  Dolores  St. 
at  29th  St. 
415.550.1656 
and 

21 1  Church  St.,  Suite  A 
at  Market 
415.863.0703 


Open  7  Days 

www.hairplay.com 

HairplayProducts.com 
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Donald  Abrams, 
Staying  on 
Medicine’s 
Cutting  Edge 


Dr.  Donald  Abrams,  one  of  the  world’s  leading  experts  on  AIDS  and  cancer,  has  his  finger  on  the  pulse  of  alternative  medicine  in  his  new  role 
as  director  of  the  Osher  Center  for  Integrative  Medicine.  Here  he  enjoys  a  therapeutic  moment  of  spring  in  his  back  yard  on  26th  Street  after 
returning  from  a  trip  to  Africa.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


By  Laura  McHale  Holland 

Twenty-sixth  Street  resident  Donald 
Abrams  is  leading  an  extraordinary 
life.  At  56,  he’s  not  only  at  the  peak  of  his 
career,  but  he’s  marching  alongside  al¬ 
ternative  medicine  guru  Andrew  Weil,  to 
bring  together  the  best  of  mainstream  and 
alternative  treatments  for  cancer. 

First  as  a  researcher  with  Nobel  Prize¬ 
winning  scientists  Harold  Varmus  and 
Michael  Bishop,  and  later  as  an  oncolo¬ 
gist  at  San  Francisco  General  Hospital — 
and  head  of  the  hospital's  HIV  clinic — 
Abrams  has  spent  half  of  his  life  on  the 
front  lines  of  physicians  caring  for  AIDS 
and  cancer  patients.  In  2003,  after  20 
years  at  SFGH.  he  was  made  chief  of  the 
hospital's  Hematology-Oncology  Divi¬ 
sion,  a  post  he  still  holds  today. 

At  a  point  in  life  when  many  people 
slow  down,  Abrams  has  done  just  the  op¬ 
posite.  Last  August,  he  took  on  a  new  job, 
as  director  of  clinical  programs  at  the  10- 
year-old  Osher  Center  for  Integrative 
Medicine  at  the  University  of  California, 
San  Francisco.  The  Osher  Center  teaches 
both  doctors  and  patients  how  to  mix  al¬ 
ternative  therapies  with  Western  sci¬ 
ence — a  synthesis  Abrams  has  been 
championing  for  decades. 

Abrams’  pursuit  of  innovative  treat¬ 
ments  started  back  in  the  1980s.  “Before 
we  had  any  treatments  [like  AZT],  I  be¬ 
came  very  interested  in  investigating  al¬ 
ternative  therapies  for  HIV.  This  disease 
was  impacting  my  community,  and  it  was 
rapidly  fatal,”  Abrams  says.  “I  felt  we 
should  leave  no  stone  unturned.” 

He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  testing  of 
cannabis.  “In  1992,  I  became  interested 
in  looking  at  the  possibility  of  marijuana 
being  used  medicinally  for  people  with 
HIV,  particularly  for  the  wasting  syn¬ 
drome  we  were  seeing.  I  have  continued 
to  study  marijuana  for  the  last  15  years, 
and  it’s  been  an  interesting  adventure.” 

Abrams’  studies  of  marijuana  piqued 
his  interest  in  the  healing  powers  of 
botanicals.  And  this  led  him  to  the  2002 
Telluride  Mushroom  Festival  in  Colo¬ 
rado.  There  he  met  Weil,  a  well-known 
expert  in  complementary  therapies,  and 
learned  about  the  integrative  medicine 
program  Weil  was  running  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Arizona. 

Abrams  decided  to  enroll  in  a  two-year 
distance-learning  program  offered  by 
Weil,  while  continuing  to  work  in  San 
Francisco.  "I  wanted  to  expose  myself  to 
more  interventions  to  study,  but  the  pro¬ 
gram  ended  up  changing  my  life,”  he  says. 
“It  gave  me  a  new  appreciation  for  this 
new  field,  where  what  we  do  is  take  the 
best  of  conventional  therapies  and  inter¬ 
weave  them  with  modalities  from  com¬ 
plementary  medicine  to  create,  really,  the 
best  possible  regimen  for  the  individual, 
attending  to  their  body,  mind,  and  spirit.” 

After  completing  Weil’s  course  in 
2004,  Abrams  began  holding  an  integra¬ 
tive  oncology  clinic  one  half-day  per 
week  at  the  Osher  Center  at  UCSF.  "It 
quickly  became  the  highlight  of  my 
week,”  he  says. 

Two  years  later,  as  head  of  Osher’s 
clinical  programs,  he  is  in  charge  of  an  ex¬ 
panding  array  of  mostly  gentle,  non-in- 
vasive  treatments  and  therapies.  (He  also 
remains  chief  of  oncology  at  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  General,  but  has  given  up  steward¬ 
ship  of  the  HIV  clinic  to  have  more  time 
for  his  new  role  at  Osher.) 

At  Osher,  he  continues  to  see  new  pa¬ 
tients,  typically  for  90-minute  appoint¬ 
ments.  In  addition  to  asking  them  about 


their  medical  history,  he  inquires  about 
their  eating  and  exercise  habits,  as  well  as 
their  experience  with  complementary 
therapies.  Then  he  makes  recommenda¬ 
tions  tailored  to  their  specific  needs. 

Some  patients  are  beginning  conven¬ 
tional  treatment  and  are  looking  for  ways 
to  decrease  the  side  effects  of  their  can¬ 
cer  or  its  treatment,  Abrams  says.  Others 
have  completed  their  acute  treatment  and 
are  hoping  to  prevent  a  recurrence.  Still 
others  may  have  “untreatable”  cancer, 
and  are  looking  for  ways  that  the  rest  of 
their  life  can  be  symptom-free. 

“I  see  patients  who  are  hoping  I’ll  be 
able  to  offer  them  some  alternative  to  sur¬ 
gery,  radiation,  and  chemotherapy,  and  I 
tell  them  that  first  and  foremost  I'm  an 
oncologist,  and  I’ve  been  one  for  25 
years,  and  I’m  really  amazed  at  the 
progress  we’ve  made  in  being  able  to  help 
cancer  patients  with  our  conventional 
therapies  and  I  don’t  have  any  magic  hid¬ 
den  at  the  Osher  Center  that  could  sub¬ 
stitute  for  those  interventions.” 

However,  the  therapies  Osher  does 
provide  could  have  a  big  impact  on  their 
health  and  well-being,  he  says.  Good  nu¬ 
trition  is  an  important  part  of  the  pre¬ 
scription,  but  other  options  might  be 
physical  therapy,  fitness  training,  mas¬ 
sage  therapy,  acupuncture,  herbs,  bio¬ 
feedback,  meditation,  guided  imagery, 
integrative  psychiatry,  yoga,  or  tai  chi. 

“I  believe  people,  especially  those  get¬ 
ting  acute  treatment,  really  benefit  from 
having  both  their  Western  diagnosed 
needs  cared  for  as  well  as  their  traditional 
Chinese  medicine  imbalances  treated," 
Abrams  says.  “We've  also  just  inaugu¬ 
rated  a  program  called  Live  a  Life  You 
Love.  Very  often,  people  who  have  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  practice  of  their  oncolo¬ 
gist  feel  a  sense  of  abandonment  and  con¬ 
fusion  and  don't  know  what  to  do  to  get 
back  on  track  with  their  life.  We’re  hop¬ 
ing  this  will  help  people  with  reintegrat¬ 
ing  into  society.” 

Abrams  also  is  pleased  that  the  Osher 
Center  is  starting  to  do  clinical  trials.  "In 
addition  to  doing  integrative  oncology 
consultations  with  patients,  we'd  like  to 
provide  evidence  to  add  to  the  growing 
knowledge  about  this  new  young  field," 
Abrams  says.  Recent  grant  applications 
have  focused  on  studying  post-operative 
massage  and  the  effectiveness  of  certain 
mushrooms. 

When  he’s  not  seeing  patients,  teach¬ 
ing  clinics,  and  investigating  alternative 
therapies,  Abrams  is  working  on  his  lat¬ 


est  collaboration:  he  is  co-editing,  with 
Weil,  an  Oxford  University  text  on  inte¬ 
grative  oncology. 

“We  have  about  three  quarters  of  the 
chapters  already  in,  and  I  think  it’s  going 
to  be  a  great  book  when  it  comes  out, 
hopefully  toward  the  end  of  this  year.  I 
hope  it  builds  momentum.  There  just 
aren’t  enough  people  doing  this,  and  it’s 
a  shame  because  it’s  really  exciting.” 

The  book  is  part  of  a  series  targeted  at 
health  care  professionals.  “[It’s]  for  prac¬ 
titioners  caring  for  patients  living  with 
and  beyond  cancer.  It  is  quite  a  compre¬ 
hensive  volume,”  he  notes,  explaining  the 
spectrum  of  therapies  he.  Weil,  and  oth¬ 
ers  are  now  folding  into  their  practice. 

So,  what  has  Abrams  learned  from  his 
patients  and  many  years  of  research?  He 
has  discovered  that  the  best  way  to  live 
long  and  well  is  to  keep  trying  new  things. 

“For  me,  being  a  56-year-old  man  in 
academic  medicine  for  the  last  26  years 
of  my  life,  a  lot  of  my  colleagues  can  be¬ 
come  a  little  stuck  and  get  disheartened 


with  the  work  they  do,  but  reinventing 
yourself  and  having  sort  of  a  midlife  ca¬ 
reer  shift  is  very  exciting  and  challeng¬ 
ing,"  he  says. 

It  also  helps  to  have  a  close  personal 
relationship.  In  Abrams’  case,  that  would 
be  Clint  Warner,  his  partner  of  13  years. 
"I  have  the  personal  and  intellectual  sup¬ 
port  of  Clint,  who  is  a  macrobiotic  chef 
and  very  much  in  tune  with  healthy  liv¬ 
ing  and  integrative  medicine.  That  brings 
balance  to  my  life — and  great  ideas.” 

The  couple  have  recently  added  an¬ 
other  “new  thing”  to  their  lives:  a  13- 
week-old  dachshund  puppy.  ■ 


NEW  HOMES  ::  RENOVATIONS  ::  ADDITIONS 


AWARD  W  IN  NINE  ARCHITECTURE 

%  ... 
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Spa*  .  Of  Tv HA*  U?\i  v  v 
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Projects  recently  featured  in  Remodeling,  Builder,  Home.  Options  for  Today's  Fine  Homes  and  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  Magazines 

Rossineton 


•:  Architecture 

4626  EieH+iitNTM  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94  1  14 
WWW.R6SBINeTONAROHITtCTURE.COM  4  1  5.S52.49QO 
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WHO  TO  CALL  AT  CITY  HALL 


Burned-Out  Streetlights  Street  Lighting  and  Repair . 415-554-0730 

Graffiti . 4 1 5-24 1 -WASH 

Illegal  Dumping  (litter,  dog  poop) . 415-28-CLEAN  (282-5326) 

Potholes  potholes@sfdpw.org . 415-695-2100  (695-2020  after  5  p.m.) 


Sewer  Odor  24-Hour  Odor  Hotline . 

Tree  Hazards  and  Trimming  . 

Lost  or  Injured  Animals  Animal  Care  and  Control 

Traffic  Signals  Out  . 

Missing  or  Damaged  Street  Signs  . 

Abandoned  Vehicles  . 

Aggressive  Panhandling  . 

Illegal  Parking  DPT  Dispatch . 

Detox  Mobile  Assistance  Patrol  (MAP)  . 


. 415-695-2096 

415-28-CLEAN  (282-5326) 

.  415-554-9405 

. 415-550-2736 

. 415-554-9780 

. 415-553-9817 

. 415-553-0123 

. 415-553-1200 

. 415-431-7400 


Homeless  Outreach  (Project  Homeless  Connect) . www.sfcomiect.org 

Utility  Undergrounding  Department  of  Public  Works  widergroimding@sfgov.org  .  415-554-4860 
Whistleblower  Hotline . 415-554-2489 


Other  Handy  Numbers 

City  Information  Line . . . 311 

24th  Street  Community  Benefit  District  (CBD)  Dispatch  . 415-559-8492 

Mayor’s  Office  of  Neighborhood  Services  www.sfgov.org/mons . 415-554-71 1 1 

District  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty . 415-554-6968 


"If  you  want  others  to  he  happy,  practice  compassion.  If  you  want  to  he  happy,  practice  compassion." 

— The  Dalai  Lama  ( 1 935-) 


Living  Trust 
Estate  Plans 

Singles  $650 
Couples  $850  /  $950 
Domestic  Partners  $850 

Flat  Rates 

Free  Initial  Consultation 

Ross  Madden  Esq. 

(415)  567-1212 
1757  UNION  STREET 

rossmaddenlaw.com 


0UIT 

SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 
25  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 

Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 
415.285.9770 

QuitsmartLori@aol.com 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


City  Acts  to  Stamp 
Out  Styrofoam 

New  Law  Promotes  Green 
To-Go  Cups  and  Containers 

By  Jack  Mat  y 

Starting  June  1 ,  the  food  you  get  from 
your  favorite  take-out  spot  or  neigh¬ 
borhood  restaurant  may  be  a  little  bit  bet¬ 
ter  for  you  and  the  planet.  Or  actual  ly,  the 
container  will.  From  that  day  forward,  a 
law  will  go  into  effect  that  requires  all  San 
Francisco  restaurants  and  vendors  selling 
food-to-go  to  package  it  in  compostable 
or  recyclable  containers — namely,  paper- 
or  plant-based  plastic  or  aluminum  foil. 

Sponsored  by  Board  of  Supervisors 
President  Aaron  Peskin,  the  new  law  was 
passed  in  order  to  reduce  the  negative  en¬ 
vironmental  impact  of  disposable  food 
containers,  especially  those  made  out  of 
polystyrene  foam,  also  known  as  Styro¬ 
foam.  Styrofoam  is  made  from  crude  oil, 
and  is  non-degradable  and  non-com- 
postable.  It’s  also  not  easy  to  recycle. 

Styrofoam  also  breaks  up  into  small 
pieces  and  can  be  ingested  by  animals. 
Birds  and  fish  that  ingest  the  foam  can  die 
from  starvation.  Even  the  production  of 
Styrofoam  is  toxic  to  our  environment, 
and  studies  have  shown  that  chemicals  in 
the  foam  are  carcinogenic  and  can  leach 
from  containers  into  food  and  liquids. 

And  then  there’s  the  litter  factor. 
You’ve  probably  noticed  that  a  lot  of  the 
litter  in  San  Francisco  is  made  up  of  non- 
compostable,  non-recyclable  fast-food 
packaging,  including  Styrofoam  plastic 
cups  and  clamshell  containers. 

Many  restaurants  have  already 
switched  to  compostable  to-go  contain¬ 
ers,  which  are  more  environmentally 
friendly.  The  white  or  brown  paper  box 
you’re  taking  home  these  days  can  go  in 


your  green  compostables  cart  when 
you’re  done  with  it,  along  with  other  food 
scraps— even  meat,  bones,  and  soiled 
napkins.  Compostable  food-service  ware 
includes  coated  (but  not  foam-coated) 
and  uncoated  paper  containers;  cardboard 
or  other  natural  fiber  (e.g.,  sugarcane) 
products;  and  “bio-based”  (potato  or 
corn-resin)  materials,  all  of  which  can  go 
in  your  green  cart.  You'll  want  to  put  any 
aluminum  foil  or  #2,  #4,  or  #5  plastic  tubs 
and  lids  in  your  blue  recyclables  cart. 

By  composting  and  recycling  more— 
and  thus  throwing  away  less — you  may 
be  able  to  save  money  on  your  trash  bill 
by  getting  a  smaller  black  garbage  cart. 
Call  your  waste  hauler:  Sunset  Scav¬ 
enger,  415-330-1300;  or  Golden  Gate 
Recycling  and  Disposal,  415-626-4000. 

The  new  food-service  law  will  greatly 
help  the  city  reach  its  goal  of  zero  waste 
by  2020.  San  Francisco  is  currently  at  67 
percent  diversion  of  waste  from  landfill. 
However,  nearly  40  percent  of  what’s 
now  being  thrown  away  is  actually  com¬ 
postable:  food,  food-soiled  paper  prod¬ 
ucts,  and  yard  trimmings. 

The  city  and  waste  haulers  are  part¬ 
nering  to  make  compostables  collection 
simpler:  you  can  call  your  waste  hauler 
and  request  a  free  green  kitchen  pail  be 
delivered  to  your  home.  To  make  collect¬ 
ing  food  scraps  easier,  you  can  purchase 
Biobags,  a  certified  compostable  plastic 
bag  made  from  corn.  For  an  apartment 
building  to  be  included  in  the  green  cart 
program,  a  tenant  or  onsite  manager 
needs  to  help  coordinate  the  building’s 
participation.  To  find  out  more  about 
composting  and  recycling  services,  and  to 
get  a  list  of  local  stores  that  sell  com¬ 
postable  bags,  visit  SF Environment. org.  ■ 

Jack  Maty  is  the  commercial  recycling  coor¬ 
dinator  for  San  Francisco's  Environment  De¬ 
partment.  For  more  information ,  call  415-355- 
3700  or  visit  the  Eco  Center  at  II  Grove  Street. 


Whether  you  are  on  a  hill  or  in  the  valley 

FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 

Let  Hem feC  HandCe  It 


Daniel  Hendet,  Real  Estate  Agent 

Top  Producer  -  President's  Premier  -  Top  1  Percent  IntemationcdCy 

(415)  338-0221 

www.danhendel.com 


Homes  on  Hills  by  Hendel 


Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 

Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 


COLDUJeLL 
BANKER  □ 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


Coldwell  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 
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The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 


Wealthy  Buyers 
Take  Inventory 

By  Carrie  M.  Anders 

A  fast-moving  surge  of  wealthy  buyers 
purchased  12  homes  in  Noe  Valley 
in  April,  including  one  luxury  property  on 
Elizabeth  Street  that  sold  for  $2,675,000. 

Buyers  were  in  such  a  rush  that  they 
typically  paid  8  percent  more  than  the  ask¬ 
ing  price  arid  got  keys  to  their  new  ad¬ 
dresses  less  than  three  weeks  after  the 


homes  hit  the  market.  Single-family 
homes  generally  take  six  to  eight  weeks 
to  close  escrow  in  a  “normal”  market. 

The  April  sales  pace  was  slightly  be¬ 
low  the  15  transactions  recorded  the  pre¬ 
vious  month,  but  equal  to  the  sales  total 
of  April  a  year  qgo. 

“We  still  have  a  lot  of  buyers  and  an 
ongoing  issue  of  not  enough  inventory  [of 
homes],”  said  Randall  Kostick,  general 
sales  manager  for  Zephyr  Real  Estate, 
which  provides  sales  data  to  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice.  “If  we  had  had  20  properties  to 
sell,  we  would  have  sold  20.” 

The  $2,675,000  Elizabeth  Street  prop¬ 
erty  was  April’s  most  expensive  home. 
The  home,  in  the  900  block  between 
Hoffman  and  Grand  View  avenues,  has 
four  bedrooms,  3  Vs  baths,  and  3,100 
square  feet  of  living  space. 

Only  two  condominiums  sold  in  April, 


compared  with  six  in  March.  The  sales, 
however,  involved  buyers  who  paid  5  per¬ 
cent  more  than  the  seller’s  price  and 
closed  the  deal  in  just  23  days.  In  the  hot 
market  of  one  year  ago,  buyers  purchased 
1 1  units  and  paid  nearly  20  percent  more 


than  the  asking  price. 

The  most  expensive  condo  sold  for 
$1.4  million.  The  three-bedroom,  272- 
bath  unit,  with  1,650  square  feet,  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  2200  block  of  Castro  Street 
between  28th  and  29th  streets.  ■ 


A  Snapshot  of  Noe  Valley  Rents** 


Type  of  Unit 

Number  in 
Sample 

Range  of  Rents 

May  2007 

Average 

May  2007 

Average 

A  Year  Ago 

Studio 

5 

$1,200 -$2,250 

$1,500 /mo. 

$1,134/  mo. 

1 -bedroom 

33 

$1,250-  $2,800 

$1,854/  mo. 

$1,655 /mo. 

2-bedroom 

20 

$1,799-  $3,000 

$2,397 /mo. 

$2,446 /mo. 

3-bedroom 

10 

$2,400-  $6,500 

$4,125 /mo. 

$3,259 /mo. 

4+-bedroom 

1 

$3,995-  $3,995 

$3,995 /mo. 

$5,950 /mo. 

**  Survey  based  on  a  sample  of  69  Noe  Valley  listings  appearing  on  Craigslist.com  from  April  24  to 
May  12,  2007.  nyy M07 


Total  Sales 

No. 

Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 

Low  High  Average 

Price  (S)  Price  ($)  Price  ($) 

Avg.  Days  Sale  Price  As 
on  Market  %  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

April  2007 

12 

$900,000 

$2,675,000 

$1,456,250 

19 

108% 

March  2007 

15 

$910,000 

$2,879,000 

$1,411,800 

20 

109% 

April  2006 

12 

$835,000 

$2,340,000 

$1,402,213 

30 

105% 

Condominiums 

April  2007 

2 

$1,010,000 

$1,400,000 

$1,205,000 

23 

105% 

March  2007 

6 

$721,000 

$1,025,000 

$873,333 

23 

103% 

April  2006 

11 

$650,000 

$1,620,000 

$995,318 

30 

119% 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

April  2007 

4 

$1,190,000 

$1,750,500 

$1,580,000 

43 

112% 

March  2007 

7 

$1,275,000 

$1,850,000 

$1,544,643 

38 

105% 

April  2006 

5 

$1,125,000 

$1,616,500 

$1,372,800 

31 

107% 

5+-unit  buildings 

April  2007 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

March  2007 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

April  2006 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  Sales  figures  include  all  Noe  Valley  home  sales  completed  during  the  month.  In  this  survey,  Noe 

Valley  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View,  22nd,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The  Voice 

thanks  Zephyr  Real  Estate  ( www.zephyrsf.com )  for  supplying  the  sales  data. 

NW6I07 

TILE  SETTING 

Ceramic  Natural  Stone  Porcelain  Glass 

Old  World  Craftsmanship  21st  Century  Techniques 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20  Years 

415  282  5406 

CSL#888938  Licensed  Bonded  Insured 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 


design 

installation 


maintenance 

renovation 


17  year’s  experience 


CARLIN’S  GARDENS 


Organic 


Garden 


Artistry 


The  Urban  Farmer  Store' 
is  the  source  for  drip 
irrigation,  landscape^ 
lighting  & 
friendly 
expert 


'v-  ■  ...  .  . 


Landscape  Watering 

Learn  how  to  make  every  drop  coun 


Join  us  for  an  introduction  to  innovative  sprinkler  and  drip 
irrigation  solutions.  Learn  about  system  automation  with  valves, 
timers,  and  rain  sensors.  This  class  will  teach  you  how  to  plan  your 
own  efficient  irrigation  system. 

Saturday  mornings  10  am 

2007  dates: 

June  23,  July  21,  August  23 

At  the  San  Francisco  store 
The  store  is  located  in  the  Sunset,  cross  street 
40th  Avenue  with  on-street  parking.  Muni  L- 
Taraval  to  40th. 

Classes  are  free,  but  seating  is 

limited— Please  reserve  your  seat  by  calling  the 
store  or  by  e-mail  to  sfclasses@urbanfarmerstore. 
com.  For  driving  directions  or  to  register  online  visit 
urban  farmerstore.com . 


The  Urban  Farmer  Store 
2833  Vicente  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94116 
(415)661-2204 


Betty  Taisch 

Top  Producer 


It  takes  more  than  a  sign  to  sell  your  home. 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in 
today's  active  market  -  plus  local,  nationwide,  and 
international  marketing.  Call  me  today  to  learn  more 
about  buying  or  selling  your  home 


CRS,  LTG,  PMN,  CRB,  SRES,  EPRO 
International  President's  Premiere 
Top  1%  Nationally 


COLDUieU. 
BANKER  U 


(415)338-0121 

betty@taisch.com 

www.taisch.com 


3080  Market  Street  -  $1,145,000 
Classic  Upper  Market  Triplex  located  in  a  desirable 
&  convenient  location  Unit  I)  Full  upper  level 
2BR  flat  is  filled  with  light  from  numerous 
skylights.  This  unit  includes  a  private  deck  & 
laundry  room  w/washer  &  dryer  hook  up.  Spacious 
living  room,  cat-in  kitchen  &  wonderful  views  of 
the  bay.  Perfect  for  owners  unit.  Unit  2)  Junior  1 
bed  apartment  w/private  rear  deck.  Unit  3)  Studio 
with  separate  kitchen. 


1351-1355  Harrison  Street  $3,125,000 
Wonderful  Victorian  mixed  use  building.  1st  floor: 
Commercial  store  from.  Hardwood  floors,  open 
floor  plan,  security  system,  high  ceilings  with  track 
lighting.  2nd  floor:  Original  4  room  flat,  now  with 
open  floor  plan  &  hardwood  floors,  "living  room" 
with  fireplace,  eat-in  kitchen  with  ceramic  tile  floor, 
&  dishwasher.  Top  floor:  Wonderful,  bright,  loft  like 
space  w/some  partitions  &  hardwood  floors.  Nicely 
updated  kitchen  with  stainless  appliances. 
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CaliforniaMoves.com 
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Fred  Villanova 

415.437.4515 

Marilyn  Picariello 

415.437.4516 
www.FredandMarilyn.com 


s  not 


me 


htil  we  make  it  your  own. 

w 


COLDUJeU. 

BANK6RQ 

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 


fsT  Owned  and  Operated  by  NRT  Incorporated. 
“  ©2007  NRT  Incorporated 


we  are  as  meticulous  as>  you  are! 

Ij/WCY  birds  Pa  llA,tllA,0 

Woman-owned  §  operated 
siy-  years,'  experience 
interior  exterior  expert  painting 
Color  consultations 
Lead  education  and  detection 
Licensed  and  insured 

41 5-864-7400 


HARDWOOD  FLOORS 


28  Years  Experience 
In  San  Francisco 

REFINISHED 

REPAIRED 

INSTALLED 

3  Coat  Finishes 

References  Available 

License  #  594759 
Insured,  PL  &  PD 


Visalli  &  Son 


Free  Estimates  •  415-586-0307 


CABRILLO 


PLUMBING 


HEAT  &  AIR 


PLUMBING 

HEATING 

AIR 

Quality  •  Experience  •  Honesty 
Service  Since  1961  . . 


415.821.0560 

www.discovercabrillo.com 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


Police  Beal  is  a  review  of  crime  incidents  oc¬ 
curring  in  Noe  Valley,  in  the  most  recent 
month  for  which  we  have  statistics.  The  area 
covered  in  the  Voice  survey  is  bordered  by 
Grand  View,  2 1st,  Fair  Oaks,  and 30th  streets. 
The  April  2007  crime  information  was  culled 
from  incident  reports  filed  at  Mission  and  In¬ 
gleside  Police  Stations,  and  from  police  an¬ 
nouncements  and  newsletters. 

Single  Street  Robbery 
in  April 

By  Erin  O' B riant 

Crime  in  Noe  Valley  dropped  again 
during  April,  when  only  47  crimes 
were  reported  in  the  neighborhood — two 
fewer  than  February’s  low  of  49,  and  nine 
fewer  than  March’s  crime  report  total  of 
55.  During  April,  three  assault  incidents 
were  reported,  down  from  five  in  March. 
Residents  and  businesses  told  police 
about  20  cases  of  larceny  and  petty  theft 
in  March,  and  that  number  dropped  to  17 
in  April.  The  month  of  April  also  saw 
three  drug  incidents,  seven  cases  of  van¬ 
dalism,  eight  burglaries,  and  eight  vehi¬ 
cle  thefts. 

Only  one  street  robbery  was  reported 
in  Noe  Valley  during  April.  A  person  was 
accosted  on  the  street  by  a  man  carrying 
a  gun  at  1 0:43  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  April  1 7, 
near  the  intersection  of  22nd  and  Chat¬ 
tanooga  streets.  The  suspect  has  not  been 
caught.  Another  robbery,  this  time  with 
bodily  force  instead  of  a  gun,  took  place 
just  outside  the  neighborhood  at  23rd  and 


Guerrero  streets  later  that  week,  in  the 
wee  hours  of  Saturday,  April  21 . 

The  neighborhood’s  three  drug  cases 
involved  possession  of  marijuana  during 
the  early  evening  on  Tuesday,  April  3, 
possession  of  crack  cocaine  at  about 
10:30  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  April  1 1,  and 
sale  of  a  controlled  substance.  The  third 
incident  took  place  very  close  to  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  school  at  1 1 :45  a.m.  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  April  19. 

The  17  larceny/theft  cases  were  scat¬ 
tered  throughout  the  northern  and  eastern 
parts  of  the  neighborhood — none  took 
place  in  Noe  Valley’s  southwest  quadrant. 
There  were  12  instances  of  grand  theft 
and  five  of  petty  theft;  many  of  the  inci¬ 
dents  involved  stealing  from  locked  au¬ 
tomobiles.  Vehicles  were  also  a  target  for 
several  cases  of  malicious  mischief;  the 
other  mischief  incidents  were  for  graffiti. 

Beyond  Noe  Valley 

While  Noe  Valley  enjoyed  relative 
calm  during  April,  crime  continued  just 
over  the  Glen  Park  border.  On  Saturday, 
April  28,  at  10:45  p.m.,  a  17-year-old  was 


riding  a  Muni  bus  at  Bosworth  and  Dia¬ 
mond  streets  when  four  suspects  took  the 
victim’s  hat,  cell  phone,  and  iPod.  The 
victim  ran,  yelling,  to  the  front  of  the  bus 
and  the  suspects  fled,  but  Ingleside  police 
officers  arrested  three  of  them  for  robbery 
and  conspiracy  after  officers  broadcast  a 
description  of  the  suspects. 

Also  very  close  to  Noe  Valley,  police 
responded  to  a  domestic  violence  call  on 
the  morning  of  Saturday,  April  14.  A  man 
had  struck  a  woman  and  brandished  a 
knife  after  she  refused  to  have  sex  with 
him.  Officers  cited  him  for  two  offenses. 

Auto  Burglary  Prevention  Tips 

From  the  Wednesday,  May  16,  Ingle¬ 
side  Police  Station  newsletter: 

•  Don’t  leave  keys  in  your  car. 

•  Garage  your  car  or  have  a  security 
device. 

•  Don’t  leave  your  original  ownership 
title  in  the  car — only  a  copy. 

•  Don’t  leave  anything  of  value 
visible  in  your  car. 

•  Don’t  park  in  poorly  lit  areas. 


Online  Reporting 

The  SFPD  has  an  online  reporting  system 
for  the  following  crimes: 

•  Lost  Property 

•  Theft 

•  Vandalism 

•  Vehicle  Tampering 

•  Vehicle  Burglary 

•  Harassing  Phone  Calls 

Go  to  www.sfgov.org/sirelpolice. 


How  to  Contact  the  SFPD 

jf  Noe  Valley  is  covered  by  two  police  dis-  I 
|  tricts.  Mission  and  Ingleside.  The  northern 
If  half  of  the  neighborhood,  including  24th 

Street,  falls  within  the  Mission  Police  Dis-  | 
trict,  which  extends  east  of  Twin  Peaks  to 
the  Bayshore  Freeway  and  south  of  Market 
Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  Street.  The  southern  1 
|  half  (Upper  Noe  Valley)  is  the  domain  of  | 
|  the  Ingleside  Police  District,  which  runs 
8  south  from  Cesar  Chavez  Street  to  the  San  j 
I  Mateo  County  line. 

Both  the  Ingleside  and  Mission  Police 
1  Districts  hold  monthly  police-community 
S  meetings.  Ingleside  meetings  take  place  on 
I  the  third  Tuesday  of  the  month,  7  p.m..  at  | 
|  Ingleside  Station,  1  Sgt.  John  Young  Lane. 

8  off  the  2000  block  of  San  Jose  Avenue. 

Mission  community  meetings  are  held  on  I 
the  last  Tuesday  of  the  month,  6  p.m.,  at 
8  Mission  Station.  630  Valencia  Street  near  |f 
17th  Street.  The  public  is  invited. 

“Downtown"  Noe  Valleyans  may  reach  jf 
Mission  Station  by  calling  558-5400  or  e- 
|  rmiYmg  SFPDMissionStation@ci.sf.ca. us. 

8  To  report  anonymously  on  drugs  or  gangs, 

I  call  Mission  Station's  hotline  at  575-4444. 

Residents  and  merchants  in  Upper  Noe 
I  Valley  may  contact  Ingleside  Police  by 
calling  404-4000  or  e-mailing  SFPDIngle- 
sideStation@ci.sf.ca.us.  The  Ingleside 
|  anonymous  tip  line  is  587-8984. 

For  citywide  online  reporting,  go  to 
www.sfgov.org/sitelpolice. 

To  sign  up  for  Ingleside  Station's  daily 
crime  e-newsletter,  e-mail  Ingleside  Capt. 

Paul  Chignell  at  Paid.Chignell@sfgov.org. 

To  request  the  Mission  e-newsletter,  write 
Capt.  John  Goldberg  at  SFPDMission 
Starion@ci.sf.ca. us. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call  9 1 1 .  If 
it's  a  non-emergency,  call  553-0123. 


185  Bayshore  Blvd. 


Sari  Francisco 


=....  Service  and  Repair 


All  Domestic  and 
Import  Vehicles 

Computer  Diagnostics 
4-Wheel  Computerized  Alignments  C 
Pre-Purchase  Used  Vehicle  Inspections  K 
Complete  Safety  Inspections 
Factory  Scheduled  Maintenance 
1  Year/12,000  Mi.  Warranty 
Genuine  Factory  Parts 


HONEST  RELIABLE 
PROFESSIONAL 


www.automotionsf.com 


raw  day  special 
& 

$  39.9  5 

ALIGNMENT 

INSPECTION 

Most  Vehicles 
Restrictions  may  apply 
Bring  Coupon  on 
Appointment  Day 

i _ 

WINTER  SPECIAL 

10%  OFF 

LABOR 

Bring  Coupon  on 
Appointment  Day 


(415)  641-8687 


Robert  T.  Roddick 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
www.NoeValleyLaw.com 
1330  Castro  at  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco 


ovtng  lrusts 

•  Wills 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Probate 
Specialty  Trusts 


COLDWELL  BANKER 


proudly  presents 


Stunning  Remodeled  Condo  With  a  View 

Stunning  remodeled  top  floor  2  level,  2BD/1.5BA  corner 
VIEW  condo.  Many  designer  touches.  Plantation  shutters 
&  2  Murano  glass  fixtures.  Gourmet  eat-in  kitchen.  Deck 
off  living/dining  room  with  spectacular  Bay  &  City  views. 
Wood  burning  fireplace.  Marble  bath  with  cherry  cabinets 
&  contemporary  fixtures.  Storage  room  &  1  car  gar.  pkg 
with.  A  must  see!!! 

Offered  at  $749,000 

Lisa  Camozzi  & 

Jim  Laufenberg 
415.338.0212 


Classic  Upper  Market  Triplex 

Desirable  &  convenient  location  on  a  tree-lined  side 
terrace  off  Market.  #1)  Full  upper  level  2BD  flat  is 
filled  with  light  from  numerous  skylights.  Unit  includes 
.a  private  deck  &  laundry  room  with  washer  &  dryer. 
Spacious  living  room  &  kitchen,  #2)Junior  1BD  with 
private  rear  deck.  #3)  Lower  front  studio.  Large  garage 
&  storage  for  upper  unit  only.  Close  to  everything. 
Offered  at:  $1,145, 000 


Betty  Taisch 
415.338.0121 


Avoid  HOA  fees 

Come  see  this  one  of  a  kind  home.  The  home  which  is 
zoned  RH-2  is  a  1BD/1BA  with  a  garage.  Also  has  an 
unwarranted  room  downstairs.  This  home  is  perfect  to 
be  near  everything.  Walk  to  Church  Street  Restaurants 
or  enjoy  24th  St  Shops.  Take  a  quick  hike  up  Cortland 
you're  in  the  heart  of  Bernal.  Take  the  Muni  and  you're 
downtown  quickly. 

Offered  at:  $649,000 

Tony  Alejandre 
415.338.0227 


? 


Lakeside  -  2633  Ocean  Avenue  415.334.1880 
Market  -  2355  Market  Street  415.437.4500 


COLDUJeU. 
BANKER  □ 


Now  Open  residential  brokerage 


and  Operated  by  NRT  Incorporated  02007  NRT  Inc 
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Can  You  Believe  It? 

Walgreens  used  to  be  the  home  of  the  "Baby  Bell”  Supermarket! 
the  Giants  have  50  players  in  the  Baseball  Hall  of  Fame! 

Donna  Sullivan  has  been  enthusiastically  selling  real  estate  since  1 989! 


Donna  Sullivan 

415-321-4380 
donnahouse@aol.com 
3899  24th  Street  @  Sanchez 

n  hill  &  co. 

t .  REAL  ESTATE 


You  can  believe  this  3  bedroom. 

1.5  bath  home  is  on  one  of 
Noe  Valley’s  best  blocks.  Its  a 
stunner,  inside  and  out. 

Call  for  details... 


You  can  also  believe  that  this  2 + 
bedroom.  1  bath  Victorian  flat 
has  wonderful  light  t  has  been 
tastefully  remodeled. 

Call  for  details... 
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Shoemaker 


ARCHITECTS 


Quality  residential  architecture  and  design 


additions 


kitchens 


baths 


Doug  Shoemaker  ALA,  Licensed  Architect  since  1980 


415.648. 1208,  Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco 


jOOD  RfiSINISHING 


There's  no  longer  any 
reason  to  wait  to  renew 
that  beautiful  wood 
1  t.  in  your  home. 

T  .ftjiS-'V' 

| 

j  ft  UnliRe  typical  wood 
*  refimshing,  the  NHance 
revolutionary  system  allows 
| m  a  dust  free  house  within 
24  hours,  no  mess. 

SEnjoy  beautiful  cabinets, 
sfe  Roars,  windowsills, 
^^■woodwork,  doors 
i  end  more  with  complete 
Customer  Satisfaction 
Guarantee. 


CABINETS 

FLOORS 

TRIM 

NO  DUST 
NO  MESS 
NO  ODOR 


ance 


Revolutionary  Wood  Renewal’ 


Renew  the  life 
of  your  wood  now 
with  NHance. 


Share  your  thoughts  on  how  to  improve  San  Francisco's  streets 

The  City  of  San  Francisco  is  considering  how  to 
make  all  city  streets  and  sidewalks  safer, 
greener,  and  accessible  to  all. 

Come  share  your  ideas  for  improving  these 
important  public  spaces. 

So  i0  ft  ti 
better  streets 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

Get  involved!  For  more  information  and 
to  learn  about  events  in  your  neighborhood: 

For  more  information  on 
upcoming  meetings  over  the 
next  six  months  please  go  to 
www.sfbetterstreets.org 

o  www.sfbetterstreets.org 
415.558.6405 

For  disability  access  or  accommodation 
requests:  415.558.6405 

558-6282 

Para  informacion  en  Espanol: 
415.558.6307 

SAN  FRANCISCO  . 

'NfkgL-,  PLANNING  Municipal  Transportation  Agency 

DEPARTMENT  1 

@  &  %  SET 

J  This  project  Is  made  possible  In  part  by  the  San  Francisco  County  Transportation  Authority  through  a  grant  of  Proposition  K  Local  Transportation  Sales  Tax  Funds 
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Trouble  with  Private  Transit? 

Members  of  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley 
and  other  neighbors  have  called  a  meet¬ 
ing  to  discuss  a  weighty  matter:  the  large 
coach  buses  currently  operating  in  the 
neighborhood.  According  to  Friends 
member  Jacqui  Sawers,  these  private 
transit  vehicles,  which  can  weigh  up  to  25 
tons  and  accommodate  more  than  50  peo¬ 
ple,  have  stirred  controversy,  particularly 
along  narrow  residential  streets  like  Jer¬ 
sey  Street. 

Participants  in  the  meeting  will  discuss 
the  safety  and  quality-of-life  issues  in¬ 
volved  in  allowing  bus  and  limousine 
companies — such  as  those  hired  by 
Google,  Inc.,  to  shuttle  its  employees — 
to  operate  in  the  neighborhood  without 
being  integrated  into  the  public  transit 
system.  They  also  will  try  to  develop 
compromises  and  solutions  that  can  be 
presented  to  the  companies,  as  well  as  to 
Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty's  office. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday, 
June  7,  at  7  p.m.,  and  will  last  about  an 
hour.  For  the  meeting  site  and  other  de¬ 
tails,  e-mail  Sawers  at  jsawers@com- 
cast.net.  All  concerned  neighbors  are  in¬ 
vited  to  share  their  views  at  the  meeting 
or  by  e-mail  with  Sawers  if  they  are  un¬ 
able  to  attend. 

Fairmount  Heights  Club 
Rises  Again 

If  you  live  in  the  hilly  area  bounded  by 
San  Jose  Avenue,  30th  Street,  Castro 
Street,  and  Beacon  Street,  there’s  a  new 
residents  group  in  the  neighborhood. 
Gregg  Brooks  is  spearheading  an  effort  to 
reincarnate  the  Fairmount  Heights  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Association,  the  voice  of  the  res¬ 
idents  in  decades  past.  (Brooks  notes  that 
"Fairmount  Heights  was  the  first  subdi¬ 
vision  in  1860  in  Rancho  San  Miguel,” 
the  huge  spread  once  owned  by  Jose  de 
Jesus  Noe.) 

The  first  meeting  of  the  group  is  invi¬ 
tation-only  and  will  be  held  from  6  to  8 
p.m.  on  an  unspecified  date  during  the 
second  week  of  June. 

According  to  Brooks,  the  association’s 


areas  of  interest  include  preparing  for 
earthquakes  and  other  disasters,  curbing 
identity-related  theft  from  garbage  cans 
and  mailboxes,  and  increasing  children’s 
and  traffic  safety.  If  you’d  like  to  attend 
the  meeting,  e-mail  Brooks  at  sflyric@ 
yahoo.com  or  drop  a  note  to:  Fairmount 
Heights  Neighborhood  Association,  P.O. 
Box  3 1 059,  San  Francisco,  C A  94 1 3 1 . 

J-Church  On-Time  Project 
Runs  Late 

Like  the  J-Church  line  itself,  the  pro¬ 
ject  to  determine  just  what  makes  Noe 
Valley’s  main  train  late  has  fallen  behind 
schedule.  In  a  memo  issued  May  8,  the 
team  in  charge  of  the  J-Church  Pilot  Pro¬ 
ject  announced  that  it  required  a  six-week 
extension  because  the  opening  of  the  new 
T-line  had  caused  problems  with  rail  op¬ 
erator  availability  and  schedule  changes. 

According  to  the  memo,  which  was 
signed  by  TEP  Program  Manager  Julie 
Kirschbaum  and  Chief  Operations  Offi¬ 
cer  Kenneth  McDonald,  "Reports  from 
regular  J-Church  riders. . .indicated  that 
the  first  weeks  of  the  [three-month]  pilot 
were  a  success.  They  observed  more 
trains,  shorter  headways,  and  greater  re¬ 
liability  on  the  J-Church  Line.” 

During  the  week  of  April  1,  on-time 
performance  averaged  72.5  percent,  with 
84  percent  of  trains  on  time  during  the 
morning  commute.  Unfortunately,  that 
success  soon  ground  to  a  halt.  During  the 
week  of  April  19,  on-time  performance 
reached  a  low  of  55.9  percent. 

The  team  believes  that  it  can  evaluate 
improvements  to  the  J-Church  line  after 
the  complications  due  to  the  T-line  are 
addressed,  so  they  plan  to  re-evaluate  the 
J-Church  Pilot  Project  in  early  September 
instead  of  mid-July.  Anyone  who  has 
questions  about  the  extension  should  con¬ 
tact  Kirschbaum  at  701-4305. 

Kids  Do  Latino  Arts  This  Summer 

The  Mission  Cultural  Center  for  Latino 
Arts  welcomes  children  and  teens  ages  7 
to  1 7  to  the  2007  Multicultural  Arts  Sum¬ 
mer  School  Program.  Now  in  its  15th 
year,  the  school  introduces  participants  to 
a  variety  of  artistic  disciplines  and  to  lo¬ 
cal  artists  and  artisans. 

Classes  include  dance,  painting,  silk¬ 
screening,  capoeria,  and  folk  art.  Students 
will  collaborate  on  an  exhibit  and  perfor¬ 
mance  at  the  end  of  the  session,  to  which 


family  and  community  members  are  in¬ 
vited.  The  MAS  School  takes  place  Mon¬ 
days  through  Fridays  from  9  a.m.  until 
3:30  p.m.;  the  first  session  is  June  25 
through  July  20  and  the  second  is  July  23 
through  Aug.  17. 

•  The  cost  for  one  session  is  $  1 75  and  in¬ 
cludes  a  free  T-shirt.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Jose  Leon  at  643-2787  ore-mail 
youth@missioncultitralcenter.org. 

Mayhem  and  Merriment  in  Movies 

Enjoy  cartoons  by  day  and  horror  flicks 
by  night  during  a  newly  combined  film 
festival  this  month  at  the  Roxie  Film 
Center  in  the  Mission.  The  fourth  annual 
Hole  in  the  Head  Film  Festival  has  paired 
up  with  the  brand-new  SF  IndieFest:  Gets 
Animated  for  an  event  the  organizers  de¬ 
scribe  as  a  "cinematic  yin  and  yang." 

The  Hole  in  the  Head  fest  features  a 
lineup  of  blood  and  guts  galore  during  the 
evenings,  including  the  world  premiere  of 
Simon  Carthcart’s  Stagknight  and  local 
filmmaker  Matthew  Leutwyler’s  Un¬ 
earthed.  By  day,  the  Gets  Animated  pro¬ 
gram  presents  cartoons  for  adults  and 
children.  The  world  premiere  of  Robert 
Brousseau’s  Race,  appropriate  for  all 
ages,  kicks  off  the  festival.  Adult  audi¬ 
ences  can  boo  for  the  worst  of  Warner 
Brothers  in  Dennis  Nyback's  Bad  Bugs 
Bunny,  a  compilation  of  racist,  sexist,  ho¬ 
mophobic,  and  violent  cartoons  that  have 
not  been  shown  for  more  than  20  years. 

Both  film  festivals  run  June  1  through 
14  at  the  Roxie  Film  Center.  3117  16th 
Street  between  Guerrero  and  Valencia 
streets.  Advance  tickets  for  films  are  $10 
each,  and  passes  are  available.  To  buy 
tickets  in  person,  walk  over  to  Borderland 
Books  at  866  Valencia  Street  near  20th 
Street  or  visit  www.sfindie.com.  For  more 
information,  call  820-3907. 

Come  Grill  D.A.  Kamala  Harris 

San  Francisco  District  Attorney  Ka¬ 
mala  Harris  will  address  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club,  on 
Wednesday,  June  20,  at  7:30  p.m.  Her 
topic  will  be  "Crime,  Punishment,  and 
Conviction  in  San  Francisco." 

In  December  2003.  Harris  was  elected 
the  first  woman  district  attorney  in  San 
Francisco’s  history.  She  is  also  the  first 
African  American  woman  in  California  to 
hold  the  office.  Since  she  took  over  the 
role  of  chief  prosecutor  for  the  city,  Har¬ 


ris  says  she  has  increased  conviction  rates 
for  serious  and  violent  offenses,  ex¬ 
panded  services  to  victims  of  crime  and 
their  families,  and  created  new  prosecu¬ 
tion  divisions  focused  on  crimes  against 
children.  She  also  notes  that  during  her 
tenure  the  city's  trial  conviction  rate  for 
gun  felonies  rose  from  43  percent  in  2003 
to  91  percent  in  2006. 

You  can  ask  about  local  law-and-order 
issues  at  a  question-and-answer  session 
following  her  talk.  The  meeting  of  the 
Democratic  Club  is  open  to  all,  and  will 
take  place  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1 02 1  Sanchez  Street  near  23rd  Street.  For 
information  about  the  group,  call  Andy 
Fleischman  at  641-5838. 

Free  Music  and  Dance  at 
Folk  Festival 

The  San  Francisco  Free  Folk  Festival, 
now  in  its  31st  year,  is  moving  to  a  new 
venue  to  accommodate  its  ever-growing 
crowds  of  2,000  to  3,000  people.  The  fes¬ 
tival  will  be  held  from  noon  until  1 1  p.m. 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  June  16  and  17, 
at  the  North  Gym  at  City  College  of  San 
Francisco.  Located  at  Phelan  and  Ocean 
avenues.  CCSF  is  a  five-minute  drive  or 
a  quick  trip  on  the  J-Church  train  from 
Noe  Valley. 

The  weekend  line-up  includes  singers, 
dancers,  and  storytellers  representing  folk 
traditions  from  around  the  world.  They’ll 
hold  concerts,  workshops,  and  family- 
oriented  events  such  as  craft  activities  and 
special  kid-friendly  musical  perfor¬ 
mances.  Topics  for  singing  workshops  in¬ 
clude  sea  shanties,  barbershop  harmony, 
song  circles,  and  ballads:  dance  work¬ 
shops  will  be  offered  in  Scottish  country 
dance,  salsa,  Israeli  dances,  the  Argentine 
Tango,  English  ceilidh,  and  more. 

The  free  fest  is  a  gift  to  the  people  of 
the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  from  the  San 
Francisco  Folk  Music  Club.  For  a  com¬ 
plete  schedule  of  activities,  visit  the  fes¬ 
tival  web  site  at  www.sffolkfest.org.  To 
find  out  more  about  the  Folk  Music  Club, 
call  661-2217. 

Picnic  for  Puppies  Behind  Bars 

Join  activists  who  are  trying  to  put  pup¬ 
pies  behind  bars  for  a  picnic  fundraiser. 
Puppies  Behind  Bars  pairs  puppies  with 
prisoners,  who  train  the  pooches  to  be 
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Alcohol  problems? 

Talk  to  someone  who  can  help. 

Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 
3882  24th  St.  San  Francisco 

Call  415-505-0179  for  a  free  consultation.  l.  Flick  Hatcher 

Licensed  Marriage  &  Family  Therapist  MFC  #43762 


Discover  why  so  many  customers  tell  us  that 

ROSE  QUARTZ 

is  their  favorite  jewelry  store  in  the  Bay  Area 

Come  browse  our  vast  collection  of  14k  gold  &  sterling 
silver  by  many  local  and  international  designers. 

_  We  carry  1  4kt  Gold  Wedding  Bands 
Jewelry  for  Dad  too! 

ROSE  QUARTZ 

Hand  Crafted  Jewelry 

3904  24th  Street  at  Sanchez 
San  Francisco 

415.282.661  1 


Summer  is  almost  here! 


Protect  your  eyes  from  the 
damaging  UVA  &  UVB  rays 
and  prevent  cataracts  by 
wearing  sunglasses. 


Come  in  &  check  out  our  selection  of  sunglasses! 
From  June  1  to  August  31,  2007  receive  15%  off 
your  purchase  of  designer  sunglasses* 


Giorgio  &  Emporio  Armani  •  Gucci  • 
Kate  Spade  •  Dior  •  Juicy  Couture  • 
Marc  Jacobs  •  Valentino  •  Nike 


EYE  LEVEL 
optometry 


Dr.  Bonnie  Ng 


1544  Church  St.  (@  Duncan) 
(415)  648-4200 


’Offer  not  valid  with  insurance.  Offer  valid  on 
all  in-stock  sunglass  frames  but  not  on  prescription  lenses. 
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Everyone  talks  about 

location,  location,  location 


JANE  IVORY 

tel  (415)  564-7001 
jivory@hill-co.com 


I  talk  about  getting  you  the  strongest 
positioning  in  the  market,  choosing  a  strategy  to 
get  you  the  highest  price  possible,  and  setting  in 
motion  a  plan  to  keep  you  in  control  of  the 
transaction  from  the  very  beginning. 


Yes,  location  is  important,  but  it  can’t  be  changed. 
But  positioning,  strategy  and  control  not  only  can 
change,  move  and  be  negotiated,  they  are  the  keys 
to  winning  in  any  market  whether  you’re  a  buyer 
or  seller. 


HILL&CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


3899  24th  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
janeivory.com 


Your  200%  Solution  to  Buying  and  Selling 
San  Francisco  Real  Estate 


Elegant  Noe  Valley 
Home 

689  Douglass  Street 

Located  in  desirable  Noe 
Valley,  this  spacious,  light-filled 
three  story  home  has  been 
extensively  remodeled  for 
modern  living,  but  has  lovingly 
preserved  all  of  the  beautiful 
craftsman  details  of  a  bygone 
era.  Walk  to  24th  Street  from 
this  extraordinary  residence 
which  features  original 
architectural  details,  such  as 
coved  ceilings,  original  stone 
fireplace,  high  ceilings, 
wainscoting  and  gorgeous 
wood  floors. 


There  are  four  bedrooms,  three  and  a  half  remodeled  baths  with 
limestone  and  custom  mahogany  cabinets,  living  room  with  wood 
burning  fireplace,  formal  dining  room  with  french  doors  leading  to  a  deck, 
open  and  inviting  remodeled  gourmet  kitchen,  breakfast  room  and  large 
family/media  room.  Two  of  the  four  bedrooms  are  master  suites  and  a 
third  has  a  view  deck.  The  lower  level  hosts  the  second  master  or  guest 
suite  and  family/media  room  both  of  which  open  to  beautifully 
landscaped  garden  with  a  stone  patio.  The  front  facade  and  back  of  the 
house  are  new.  There  is  a  new  foundation,  electrical,  plumbing,  heater, 
water  heater,  all  new  windows,  doors,  lighting  and  much,  much 
more. 

Coming  Soon!  Offered  at  $  1,895,000 


HELL&CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 

3899  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

(415)  824-1  100 


Michelle  Long 
415.321.4227 
elle98@earthlink.net 
A  Top  Producer 
2002, 2004, 2005  &  2006 


Craftsman 


Superior 

Service 

Guaranteed 


CELICA  SALON 

Your  Auto  Spetiolist  Sinee  V  979 


A 

BBB 


[FqdOD  ^tafeiMIOCW® 

All  Japanese  Cars,  VWs  &  Imported  SUVs 

1 633  Valencia  Street 


415-647-2355  •  Shuttle  to  BART  •  www.celicasalon.com  •  Mon  -  Fri  8am  -  6pm 


BLiSS  BAR 

A  neighborhood  cocktail  lounge 

0  4026  24th  St.  s 
8  415-826-6200 


www.blissbarsf.com 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


Groundbreaking 


Landscapes 


custom  design,  build  &  installation 


license  no.  802371  415.699.6209 

Member:  CLCA  www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com 


■CKitchenSync 

Creative  Kitchen  Design  and  Cabinetry 


Showroom  at 
1752  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415.550.7701 


FREE 

Kitchen  Design 
Layout  &  Estimate 


i 

1 

1 

I 

! 

r’ 
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[ 

KrafbMaid  corian-  granite  zodiao- 

Cabinetry  ^ 
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guide  and  service  dogs  as  well  as  explo¬ 
sive  detectors.  The  program  is  designed 
to  help  both  puppies  and  prisoners  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  outside  world. 

The  Picnic  for  Pawsability  fundraiser 
is  scheduled  for  Sunday,  June  10,  from  1 
to  3  p.m.  at  Glen  Canyon  Park  in  the  field 
behind  the  recreation  center.  The  entrance 
to  the  park  is  on  Elk  Street  between  Sus¬ 
sex  and  Chenery  streets.  There  will  be  food, 
a  raffle,  a  kids’  corner  with  face-painting 
and  more,  and,  of  course,  puppies. 

The  requested  donation  is  $20  for 
adults  and  $  1 0  for  children,  and  everyone 
gets  a  free  raffle  ticket.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  including  directions,  visit 
www.picmcforpawsability.ovg.  To  learn 
more  about  Puppies  Behind  Bars,  go  to 
www.puppiesbehindbars.com. 

Mission  Hosts  Queer  Arts  Fest 

The  10th  annual  National  Queer  Arts 
Festival  happens  throughout  the  month  of 
June  at  13  San  Francisco  venues,  many  of 
them  close  to  Noe  Valley.  The  festival 
kicks  off  with  the  QBall  10th  Birthday 
Party  and  opening-night  performances, 
and  is  followed  by  49  more  events  fea¬ 
turing  more  than  300  artists. 

On  Saturday,  June  9,  Bastard  Out  of 
Carolina  author  Dorothy  Allison  reads 
with  the  Bent  Writing  Institute  high 
school  students.  The  Queer  Women  of 
Color  Film  Festival  takes  place  June  8 
through  10  and  includes  32  new  films. 
One  highlight  of  the  film  fest  is  a  panel 
discussion,  Representations  of  Queer 


Black  Women  in  the  Media,  featuring 
filmmakers  Cheryl  Dunye  and  Tina 
Mabry  and  moderated  by  Jewelle  Gomez, 
on  Saturday,  June  9.  Transgendered 
artists  read  and  perform  at  TransForming 
Community  on  Thursday,  June  2 1 . 

On  Saturday,  June  30,  Noe  Valley  res¬ 
ident  Marga  Gomez  and  other  comedians 
deliver  a  fast-paced,  raunchy  review  of  all 
the  queer  personalities,  parties,  films, 
floats,  controversy,  fashion,  and  hot  top¬ 
ics  of  Pride  2007.  Venues  include  the 
LGBT  Community  Center  at  1800  Mar¬ 
ket  Street  at  Octavia  Street,  the  BRAVA 
Theater  Center  at  2789  24th  Street  at  York 
Street,  Dolores  Park  at  18th  and  Dolores 
streets,  and  El  Rio  at  3 1 58  Mission  Street 
near  Cesar  Chavez  Street. 

For  more  information  about  the  festi¬ 
val,  visit  www.queerculturalcenter.org  or 
call  864-4124.  Tickets  range  from  free  to 
$15  and  are  available  at  www. brown 
papertickets.com  or  800-838-3006. 

Don’t  Lose  Your  Best  Friend 

If  your  dog  or  cat  gets  lost,  a  small  mi¬ 
crochip  embedded  in  its  back  can  help  en¬ 
sure  that  the  animal  is  returned  to  you. 
Microchipping  costs  as  much  as  $80  at  a 
veterinary  clinic,  but  San  Francisco  Ani¬ 
mal  Care  and  Control  has  scheduled  a  mi¬ 
crochipping  clinic  on  Sunday,  June  10, 
from  1  to  4  p.m.  It’s  free  for  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  residents  and  $  1 5  for  non-residents, 
but  if  you  feel  moved  to  pay  more,  dona¬ 
tions  are  always  welcome. 

This  will  be  the  last  free  clinic  in  2007. 
No  paperwork  is  needed,  and  appoint¬ 
ments  aren’t  necessary.  Dogs  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  residents  must  be  licensed,  but  if 
yours  isn’t,  licenses  will  be  available  if 
the  owner  has  proof  of  the  dog’s  up-to- 
date  rabies  vaccination.  All  dogs  must  be 
on  leash  and  under  close  control  by  their 
handlers  and  each  cat  must  be  in  his  or  her 
own  carrier. 


Marga  Gomez  &  The  Boys  will  perform 
June  30  as  part  of  the  10th  annual  National 
Queer  Arts  Festival.  Photo  by  David  Wilson 


For  more  information  on  microchipping 
in  San  Francisco,  go  to  www.FSFACC 
.org  and  click  on  “About  ACC"  or  call 
822-5566. 

A  Positive  Brush  with  the  Law 

The  Police  Activities  League  is  re¬ 
cruiting  1 5  cadets  who  would  like  to  learn 
more  about  law  enforcement.  Youths  ages 
14  to  20  who  are  interested  in  a  career  in 
police  work  are  invited  to  apply. 

If  in  school,  all  cadets  must  have  a  GPA 
of  2.0  or  higher  and  be  able  to  pass  crim¬ 
inal  and  driving  background  checks.  The 
purpose  of  the  program  is  to  introduce 
young  men  and  women  to  careers  in  law 
enforcement  and  to  build  better  relations 
between  young  people  and  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Police  Department. 

Summer  cadets  will  spend  three  to 
eight  hours  per  week  in  a  service-training 
program.  They'll  ride  along  with  officers, 
help  out  with  civic  and  charitable  events. 


learn  emergency  procedures,  participate 
in  competitions,  and  get  training  in  lead¬ 
ership.  To  find  out  more  about  the  pro¬ 
gram,  visit  www.sfpal.org  or  call  Officer 
Matthew  Balzarini  at  401-4781. 

Can  I  Raise  Chickens  in  the  City? 

You  certainly  can,  according  to  the 
nonprofit  Garden  for  the  Environment.  A 
workshop  on  Saturday,  June  9,  from  10 
a.m.  until  12:30  p.m.,  will  teach  partici¬ 
pants  how  to  legally  keep  chickens  in  San 
Francisco.  Representatives  from  the  Santa 
Cruz  Homeless  Garden  Project  and  Paul 
Glowaski  from  Pie  Ranch  will  explain 
chicken  coop  design,  raising  chickens 
from  eggs,  keeping  laying  hens,  health 
concerns,  and  what  to  feed  chickens. 
They’ll  also  show  examples  of  city 
chicken  systems.  The  cost  for  the  City 
Chickens  workshop  is  $10. 

Meanwhile,  if  you’re  wondering  how 
to  make  a  gorgeous  summer  garden,  a  free 
urban  composting  workshop  is  scheduled 
for  Saturday,  June  2,  from  10  a.m.  until 
noon.  This  workshop  is  hands-on  training 
for  backyard  and  worm  composting  for 
both  home  and  community  gardens. 

Both  events  will  be  held  at  Garden  for 
the  Environment  at  Seventh  Avenue  and 
Lawton  Street.  Call  731-5627  or  e-mail 
info@gardenfortheenrironment.org  to 
register  or  for  more  information. 

This  month's  Short  Takes  were  compiled  and 
written  by  Erin  O' B riant. 


Two  Waterfront  Condos 


Two  Level 
One  Bedroom 
View  Penthouse  Loft 
with  Deck  and  Garage. 
$689,000 


For  more  photos  and  information,  go  to 

www.PaulaPagano.com 


Spacious 
Two  Bedroom 
Two  Bath 
in  a  Prestigious 
Doorman  Building 
with  Deck  and  Garage. 

$1,050,000 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 

2107  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
(415)  321-4220 


Paula  Pagano 

Broker  Associate 
A  Top  Producer 
(415)  860-4209 


242  Jersey  Street 
Noe  Valley 

■  In  unit  laundry 

■  Cable  ready 

■  Ample  storage 

■  I  2  ft.  ceilings 

■  Intricate  woodwork 

■  Period  detailing 

■  Updated  kitchen  &  bath 

■  Granite  countertop 

■  Skylight 

■  Bay  windows 

■  One  block  from  24th  St. 
shops  &  restaurants 

A  Unique  Opportunity 

This  beautiful  light-filled  top  floor  Victorian  condominium  is  in  a  two 
unit  building  located  on  one  of  the  most  prized  blocks  in  Noe  Valley. 
The  full  floor  flat  consists  of  five  rooms  and  a  sunroom,  one  bath, 
hardwood  floors,  wood  burning  fireplace,  one  car  independent  garage 
parking  and  a  large  shared  garden. There  are  lovely  hill  views  from  the 
living  room.  Quintessential  Noe  Valley  living. 

Offered  at  $799,000. 

www.242Jersey.com 

Erkan  Gozum 

24th  Street  Office  T:  (4 1 5)  32 1  -4371 

3899  24th  Street  F:  (4 1 5)  202- 1 636 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 1 4  egozum@hill-co.com 

HI  hill  &  cq 
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FREE 


on  a  Sunday  afternoon 

A  Vespers  Service 

“The  Music  is  the 
Message” 

(childcare  provided) 

June  17th 
Gerry  Grosz 
JAZZ  KITCHEN 

1021  Sanchez  St. 

between  Elizabeth  &  23rd  St. 


much 


Give  Dad  a  plant 
For  Fathers  Day,  June 


Watch  it  grow. 

This  plant  is  sure  to  make  his 
a  memorable  one 


Gourmet  Gift  Baskets  too! 


415-824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 


100 %  Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 


accentsanfran@netzero.net  •  www.accentsanfran.com 


$10  OFF  Facials 
with  this  ad 

Not  in  conjunction 
with  other  offers. 


WE  BRING 
OUT  THE 
BEST  IN  YOU 


Treat 

Yourself 


1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco,  CA  941  14 
www.isassalon.com 


11:00  a.m.-6:30  p.m. 
Every  Day 

1173  Valencia  at  23rd  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94110 
415-821-0997 

Herbalists  on  staff 
Classes  offered 

_ 


J  .  „  &  v  f  '  • ,  N\ 

j.. 

flower  essences 


unique  plant-inspired  gifts 


TMOMAD 

RUGS 


nAtURALly  eyed  ruqs 


Antique  •  Persii 
Con  temporary 
Tribal 


3775  24TH  STREET 

415.401.8833  WWW.  NomadRu^s  •  com 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


CITY  GUIDES 


FREE 

WALKING 

TOURS 

(DONATIONS  WELCOME) 

Join  a  trained  volunteer  guide  for  a 

fun,  free  and  informative  tour  of  San 
Franciscos  history,  architecture, 
legends  and  lore. 

Walks  are  scheduled  seven  days  a  week 
—  rain  or  shine. 

San  Francisco  City  Guides 
Main  Library,  100  Larkin  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 02 
415-557-4266 

Email:  tours@sfcityguides.org 

www.sfcityguides.org 


giving  your  roof 


Green  is  PG&E’s  Solar  Saturdays -classes  where  you  can 
learn  how  to  add  “Energy  Source”  to  your  roof’s  resume 

To  find  out  more  and  sign  up,  visit  " 

letsgreenthiscity.com  i 


£311 


PG&E"  refers  to  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Compan' 


ictric  Company.  AU  rights  reserved. 
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JUNE  2007 


June  1 , 8, 15,  22  &  29:  Bird  &  Beckett 
Books  hosts  LIVE  JAZZ  every  Friday  from  5:30 
to  8  pm.  2788  Diamond  St.  586-3733: 
wwwbird-beckell.com. 

June  1-14:  The  fourth  annual  Hole  in  the  Head 
FILM  FESTIVAL  and  the  SF  Indietest  share 
space  at  the  Roxie  Film  Center,  3117 16th  St. 

For  schedules,  820-3907;  www.slindie.com. 

June  1-25:  Intersection  premieres  JESSICA 
HAGEDORN's  new  play,  Fe  in  the  Desert. 
Thurs.-Sun.,  8  pm.  446  Valencia  St.  626-2787; 
www.  the  intersect  ion.  org. 

June  1  -29:  The  Noe  Valley  SENIOR  CENTER 
serves  hot  lunches  tor  people  over  60, 
weekdays  at  12:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry. 

1021  Sanchez  St.  648-1030. 

June  1-29:  Chris  Sequeira  leads  classes  in  TAI 
CHI.  Mon,  &  Tues.,  6  pm,  at  1021  Sanchez  St. 
For  the  location  of  10:15  am  Wed.  &  Fri. 
classes,  call  773-8185  or  650-756-6857. 

June  1-30:  The  10th  annual  National  QUEER 
ARTS  FESTIVAL  features  a  month  of  music 
dance,  visual  art,  spoken  word,  comedy,  theater, 
and  film  in  13  venues  across  the  city.  864-4124; 
www.gueerculturalcenter.org 

June  1  -30:  Noe  Valley  artist  JEANNENE 
PRZYBLYSKI  presents  "Comings  and  Goings: 
Two  Backwards  Journeys  Through  Land's  End,” 
a  sell-guided  walking  tour  following  the  Coastal 
Trail  from  Sutro  Heights  to  Seacliff.  Tues.-Sat., 
noon-6  pm.  Southern  Exposure.  2901  Mission 
St.  863-2141;  www.soex.org. 

June  1-30:  John  O'Keefe  performs  a  solo 
adaptation  of  WALT  WHITMAN'S  "Song  of 
Myself."  Thurs.-Sat.,  8  pm.  The  Marsh.  1062 
Valencia  St.  800-838-3006;  www.ttiemarsh.org 

June  1-30:  OVEREATERS  ANONYMOUS 
meets  Monday  through  Saturday,  7  am.  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

June  1-July  1:  John  Fisher's  COMEDY 
Special  Forces  features  gender  artist  Dinah 
Blue's  adventures  behind  enemy  lines  in  Iraq. 
Wed.-Sat..  8  pm;  Sun.  except  June  3, 3  pm. 
Theatre  Rhinoceros,  2926  16th  St.  861-5079; 
www. TheFthino.org 

June  2-24:  LIZ  WORTHY  exhibits  ceramics 
with  computer-generated  imagery  in 
"Reflections  on  Water."  Reception  June  2, 6-9 
pm.  Exhibit  open  daily,  10  am-7  pm.  Ruby's 
Clay  Studio,  552A  Noe  St.  558-9819; 
www.lisworthy.com/juneceramicsshow. 


June  2-Sept.  30:  The  Crissy  Field  MYSTERY 
TRAIL  CHALLENGE  includes  nine  clues  hidden 
along  a  one-mile  stretch  ot  park.  Sat.  &  Sun.,  9 
am-4  pm.  Starts  at  the  Warming  Hut,  603 
Mason  St.  561-7752;  www.crissylield.org. 

June  3:  A  BLOCK  PARTY  and  fundraiser  tor  the 
Noe  Valley  Rec  Center  includes  a  rattle,  live 
entertainment,  and  refreshments.  Noon-4  pm. 
Day  &  Sanchez,  www.noevalleyreccenter.com. 

June  2,  9, 16,  23  &  30:  City  Guides  otters  a 
tree  EUREKA  VALLEY  HIKE  only  during  the 
month  of  May.  2  pm.  Meet  at  the  corner  of 
Elizabeth  and  Douglass.  557-4266; 
www.sfguides.org. 

June  3, 10, 17  &  24:  City  Guides'  WALKING 
TOUR  of  Glen  Park,  aka  "Little  Switzerland" 
departs  from  the  Glen  Park  Library  at  10  am. 

653  Chenery  St.  557-4266;  www.sfguides.org. 

June  4,  5, 12, 16  &  20;  ImagiKnit  starts 
classes  in  hat,  sock,  and  lace  knitting,  and 
“KNITTING  101."  3897  18th  St.  621-6642;  for  a 
schedule  go  to  www.imagiknit.com. 

June  5:  Librarians  from  the  Noe  Valley  Library 
present  LAPSITS  for  babies  and  toddlers  at 
10:15  am,  and  preschool  STORY  TIME  at  1 1 
am.  Bethany  UMC,  1268  Sanchez  St.  647-8393; 
www.sfpt.org. 

June  5:  The  Asian  Art  Museum  screens  three 
episodes  ot  TEZUKA  OSAMU's  anime  Astro  Boy 
from  5  to  6:30  pm,  in  conjunction  with  the  June 
2  through  Sept.  9  exhibit  of  Osamu's  comics. 
Free  admission  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the 
month.  11  am-3  pm.  Asian  Art  Museum,  200 
Larkin  St.  581-3500;  www.asianart.org. 

June  5:  The  second  meeting  ot  the 
BABYSITTERS  CLUB  Reading  Group,  hosted  by 
Cubbie  Storm,  features  a  discussion  of  Baby- 
Sitters  on  Board.  5-8  pm.  Dog  Eared  Books, 

900  Valencia  St,  282-1901. 

June  5:  The  SPCA  offers  a  free  PET  LOSS 
support  group  led  by  Dr.  Betty  Carmack.  7:30-9 
pm,  243  Alabama  St.  554-3050. 

June  5  &  12:  The  Glen  Park  Library  hosts  a 
PRESCHOOL  STORY  TIME  tor  tykes  up  to  5 
years  old.  10:30  am.  653  Chenery  St.  337- 
4740;  www.sfpt.org. 

June  5, 12  &  26:  LAPSITS  for  infants  and 
toddlers  are  set  for  10:30  am;  an  afternoon 
STORY  TIME  for  kids  3  to  5  begins  at  3:30  pm. 
Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Library,  3555  16th 
St.  355-5616;  www.sfpl.org . 


June  5-26:  The  Kadampa  Buddhist  Temple 
offers  BUDDHIST  MEDITATION  on  Tuesdays 
from  7  to  8:30  pm.  3324  17th  St.  503-1187. 

June  5-28:  The  NOE  STROLLS  "playgroup  on 
wheels"  departs  Holey  Bagel  on  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays  at  1 1  am.  3872  24th  St. 
www.noestrotts.com. 

June  5-30:  “Journey  Into  the  Hive,"  a  free 
interactive  exhibit  about  the  life  of  the  HONEY 
BEE.  is  extended  through  June.  Tues.-Sat.,  10 
am-5  pm.  Randall  Museum,  199  Museum  Way 
554-9600;  www.randallmuseum.org. 

June  6  The  Mission  Anti-Displacement 
Coalition  presents  a  PANEL  about  gentrification. 
“Defending  Our  Right  to  the  City,"  with  local 
artists,  organizers,  and  merchants.  7:30  pm. 
Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.  282- 
9246;  www.moderntimesbookstore.com. 

June  6:  DOUG  FERRARI  performs  his 
autobiographical  play  I'll  Tell  You  When  I'm 
Kidding.  8  pm.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  St. 
800-838-3006;  www.themarsh.org. 

June  6, 13,  20  &  27:  The  Service  Corps  of 
Retired  Executives  (S  C  O  R  E.)  offers  a  free 
one-hour  BUSINESS  COUNSELING  session. 

10  am-3  pm.  Call  for  appointment:  744-6827. 
Main  Library  Business  Center,  100  Larkin  St. 
557-4400;  www.sfpi.org 

June  6, 13,  20  &  27:  The  Mission  Library 
otters  preschool  STORY  TIME  for  ages  3  to  5  at 
10:10  am,  and  family  storytime  for  all  ages  at 
6:30  pm.  300  Bartlett  St.  355-2800; 
www.sfpl.org. 

June  7:  Bay  Area  writer  KHALED  H0SSEINI, 
author  of  The  Kite  Runner,  reads  from  his  new 
novel,  A  Thousand  Splendid  Suns.  7  p.m. 

Herbst  International  Exhibition  Hall,  385 
Moraga  Ave.  863-8688;  www.booksmith.com. 

June  7:  Noe  Valley  residents  meet  to  discuss 
the  impact  of  large  private  coach  BUSES  using 
neighborhood  streets.  7  pm.  For  meeting 
location,  contact  jsawers@comcast.net. 

June  7:  BRAVA  Theatre  hosts  the  1 1  th  annual 
Artists  Against  Rape,  featuring  spoken  word, 
poetry,  song,  and  dance.  Auction  6  pm; 
performance  8  pm.  2789  24th  St.  861-2024; 
www.sfwar.org. 

June  7, 14  &  21:  The  Older  Writers 
Laboratory  hosts  a  free  POETRY  WORKSHOP. 
1:30-3:30  pm.  Bernal  Heights  Library,  500 
Cortland  Ave.  355-2810;  www.sfpl.org. 


June  7-30:  Noe  Valley  resident  DAN  HOYLE'S 
long-running  Tings  Dey  Happen  continues  at 
the  Marsh.  Thurs.  &  Fri.,  8  pm;  Sat.,  5  pm. 

1062  Valencia  St.  800-838-3006; 
wwwthemarsh.org. 

June  8:  On  Lok  Senior  Health  presents  a  tree 
FINANCIAL  SEMINAR,  "Legal  Tips  for 
Caregivers,"  with  Attorney  Jason  Louie  3-5  pm. 
1 333  Bush  St.  Reserve  a  seat  at  1  -888-866- 
6565;  www.onlok.org : 

June  8, 13  &  22:  Get  a  behind-the-scenes 
FISH  TOUR  of  over  200,000  preserved 
specimens.  10:30  am-noon.  California  Academy 
of  Sciences,  875  Howard  St.  321-8000; 
www.calacademy.org. 

June  9:  The  SF  Botanical  Garden  Society's 
JUNE  PLANT  SALE  features  flowering 
perennials  and  ornamental  grasses.  10  am-1 
pm.  Strybing  Arboretum,  Golden  Gate  Park. 
661-1316:  www.stbutanicatgarden.org. 

June  9:  Join  the  San  Francisco  Zoo's 
horticulture  staff  for  "RENEW  THE  ZOO": 
planting,  weeding,  digging,  and  picking  up 
trash.  Volunteers  will  be  rewarded  for  their  hard 
work  with  refreshments,  free  ride  coupons  and  a 
free  afternoon  at  the  Zoo.  8-11  am.  522-9702; 
www.sfzoo.org. 

June  9:  Jude  performs  from  8:30  to  10  am.  and 
Swing  Theory  from  10:30  am  to  1  pm  at  the  Noe 
Valley  FARMERS'  MARKET.  24th  St.  between 
Sanchez  and  Vicksburg.  248-1332; 
www.noevatteytarmersmarket.com. 

June  9:  Check  out  bargains  for  sale,  and  a  kids 
carnival  with  games,  cotton  candy,  and  face 
painting,  at  the  Bethel  BASEMENT  PLAZA 
SALE.  9  am-4  pm.  Bethel  Christian  Church 
Sanctuary,  1325  Valencia  St.  748-4630. 

June  9:  The  2007  Noe  Valley  GARDEN  TOUR 
features  self-guided  tours  of  seven  local  back 
yards.  10  am-3  pm.  Tickets  available  at  Cover  to 
Cover,  Ladybug  Ladybug,  Lisa  Violetto,  Noe 
Valley  Bakery,  Curves,  and  Small  Frys.  For  info, 
e-mail  rambooks@pacbell.net. 

June  9:  Learn  how  to  raise  healthy  poultry  in 
San  Francisco  at  a  CITY  CHICKENS  workshop 
sponsored  by  Garden  for  the  Environment.  10 
am-12:30  pm.  Seventh  Avenue  &  Lawton, 
Preregister:  731-5627; 
www.gardenfortheenvironment.org. 


June  9:  Get  a  tree  LEGAL  CONSULTATION  at  a 
legal  advice  clinic.  10:30  am-noon  sign-up; 
consultations  before  2  pm.  Main  Library,  100 
Larkin  St.  www.stpt.org. 

June  9:  Noe  Valley  artist  and  author  JOSIE 
ISELIN  signs  the  third  in  her  series  of  nature 
photography  books,  Seashells.  7  pm.  Cover  to 
Cover,  1307  Castro  St,  282-8080. 

June  9:  The  kids  of  CASA  perform  an  original 
play,  "The  Bubble  Family  Big  Top,"  a  fundraiser 
for  Children's  After  School  Arts.  7  pm.  School  of 
the  Arts  Theater,  555  Portola  Drive.  643-CASA; 
wwwCASAstars.com> 

June  9:  The  Elbo  Room  presents  "MONKEY 
TIME,"  featuring  1960s  dance  hits  spun  by 
deejays.  10  pm.  647  Valencia  St.  552-7788; 
www.eibo.com. 

June  9  &  10, 16  &  17,  23  &  24  The  29th 
annual  SF  ETHNIC  DANCE  Festival  offers  three 
weekends  of  world  dance  and  music.  Palace  of 
Fine  Arts  Theater.  3301  Lyon  St.  474-3914; 
ww  w.  wort  darts  west,  org 

June  9-July  1 :  Chris  Gibbons  exhibits 
PHOTOGRAPHY,  and  Karen  Ruenitz  shows 
drawings  and  silkscreen  paintings  in  "What  Are 
You  Made  Of?"  at  Little  Tree  Gallery.  Reception 
June  9, 6-9  pm.  3412  22nd  St.  643-4929; 
www.littletreegallery.com. 

June  1 0:  The  last  2007  MICROCHIPPING 
clinic  for  cats  and  dogs  is  free  for  pels  of  SF 
residents.  1-4  pm.  Animal  Care  and  Control, 
1200 15th  St.  822-5566;  www.stgov.org/acc. 

June  10;  A  "PICNIC  for  Pawsability”  raises 
funds  for  Puppies  Behind  Bars,  a  group  that 
enables  prisoners  to  train  guide  dogs;  includes 
food,  a  raffle,  and  puppies.  1-3  pm.  Glen 
Canyon  Park,  behind  the  rec  center.  Elk  & 
Chenery.  www.picnicforpawsability.org ; 
www.puppiesbehindbars.com. 

June  10:  Lai-San  Seto  of  the  Gay/Straight 
Alliance  Network  discusses  school  life  for  GLBT 
students  at  the  PFLAG  SUPPORT  GROUP,  at  2-4 
pm.  St.  Francis  Lutheran  Church,  152  Church 
St.  921-8850;  www.ptiag.org. 

June  11:  Noe  Valley  POET  Stephen  Vincent 
reads  from  his  new  book  Walking  Theory  at  the 
Odd  Mondays  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry. 
No-host  pizza,  5:30  pm,  at  Noe  Valley  Pizza. 
24th  &  Sanchez.  RSVP  (dinner)  to 
jlsender@webtv.net.  7  pm.  1021  Sanchez  St. 
821-2090. 


* 

ffiSf  Caring  for  Women  &  Children 

A  Slitter  Heaftft  AffSato 


You  will  find  expert,  attentive  childbirth  and 
gynecology  care  at  St.  Luke's  Women's  Center — 
from  family  planning  and  prenatal  care  to  minimally 
invasive  surgery  for  gynecologic  problems. 

Services  at  our  St.  Luke's  Women's  Center  include: 

■  Prenatal  Care  and  a  patient-focused  childbirth  philosophy 

■  Labor  and  Delivery,  and  Postpartum  Care 

■  Midwifery  Care  and  Support 

■  Access  to  a  Trained  Doula 

■  Pediatric  Unit  and  Neonatal  Intensive  Care  Unit  (NICU) 

■  Minimally  Invasive  Gynecologic  Surgery  for  Conditions 
including  Pelvic  Pain,  Infertility,  Incontinence,  Painful 
Menstruation  and  Abnormal  Bleeding 

■  Second  Opinions  for  Gynecologic  Surgery 


For  more  information  about  our  Women's  Center, 
contact  us  or  visit  www.cpmc.org/stlukes. 

1580  Valencia  Street,  Suite  508 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
415-285-0448 


Rediscover  St.  Luke's 


Purchase  a  home  before  August  31,  2001 
and  receive  a  25%  Commission  Rebate 
to  help  you  pay  your  closing  costs 

Here's  how  it  works: 

1 .  Email  me  at  bettina@clairmontcpa.com  to  make  an  appoint¬ 
ment.  Please  put  "NVV  25%  Rebate"  in  the  subject  line. 

2 .  Take  advantage  of  my  free  financial  and  tax  evaluation  which 
will  help  you  figure  out  how  much  you  can  afford  and  what 
your  tax  benefit  of  owning  a  home  will  be. 

3.  Let  me  be  your  Buyer  Broker  and  help  you  find  a  home. 

4.  Make  an  offer  on  a  home  with  me  as  your  Buyer  Broker  and 
close  escrow  by  August  31 , 2007. 

At  close  of  escrow  I  will  credit  your  escrow  account  with  25% 
of  the  commission  1  receive  from  the  listing  agent,  thus  helping 
you  pay  your  closing  costs. 

Interested? 


Bettina  Clairmont  CPA  Realtor® 
Exclusive  Buyer  Broker  (NAEBA) 

202  Kirkham  Street 

T 

San  Francisco  C A  941 22 

mwmm-  & 

T.  415-939-4601 

F.  415-358-4381 

i. 

.ii-N ' 

www.  clair  montcpa .  com 

Offer  valid  only  for  properties  located  in  San 
Francisco,  Sausalito,  Mill  Valley,  Corte  Madera  and 
Larkspur.  New  clients  only.  One  rebate  per  household 
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CALENDAR 


June  11  &  18:  Noe  Knit  hosts  Adele's  HAT 
CLASS,  featuring  the  use  ot  circular  and 
double-pointed  needles;  prerequisite  is  knowing 
how  to  knit.  Two  Mondays  at  6:30  pm.  3957 
24th  St.  970-9750. 

June  12:  INDEPENDENT  PRESS  spotlights  two 
publications,  Shuttle  Boil,  featuring  poets 
writing  about  music,  and  Nocturnes  (Re)view, 
which  publishes  art  from  the  African  Diaspora.  7 
pm.  Intersection  tor  the  Arts,  446  Valencia  St. 
626-2787 ;  mm.  theintersection.  org 

June  13:  The  Noe  Valley  Ministry  otters  a 
meditative  LABYRINTH  WALK.  6:15-7:15  pm. 
1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

June  13:  Good  Vibrations  hosts  a  performance 
of  “MENOPAUSE:  The  Musical"  to  benefit  Lyon- 
Martin  Women's  Health  Services.  Reception. 

5:30  pm;  pedormance,  7:30  pm.  Theater  39  at 
Pier  39. 565-7667,  ext.  304;  i vww.lyon- 
martin.  org/menopausethemusicat.  html. 

June  13:  The  writers  and  environmentalists  of 
the  Mission  Collective  discuss  small  choices 
that  can  change  the  world  in  "The  Ten-Minute 
ACTIVIST."  7:30  pm.  Modern  Times  Bookstore. 
888  Valencia  St.  282-9246. 

June  14.  MICHELLE  TEA  reads  from  Rose  of 
No  Man's  Land  and  Baby  Remember  My  Name 
at  the  Ecstatic  Monkey  Reading  Series  at 
Modern  Times  Bookstore.  7:30  pm.  888 
Valencia  St.  282-9246. 

June  14-24:  Frameline  San  Francisco's  LGBT 
FILM  FESTIVAL  screens  at  the  Castro,  Roxie, 
and  Victoria  theaters;  a  June  14  opening  night 
gala  at  the  San  Francisco  Design  Center  (101 
Henry  Adams  St.)  begins  at  10  pm,  following 
the  showing  of  The  Witness,  Andrt  T6chin6's 
film  about  the  early  days  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 
For  a  schedule,  call  703-8650  or  visit 
www.framelinesf.org. 

June  15:  Harold  Koda,  curator  of  New  York’s 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  Costume  Institute, 
compares  the  FASHION  STYLES  of  two  women, 
Iris  Barrel  Aptel  and  Nan  Kempner,  in  “Dress 
Codes."  7  pm.  de  Young  Museum,  Golden  Gate 
Park.  750-7634. 

June  15-30:  TEEN  SUMMER  READ  2007 
encourages  youth  ages  13  to  18  to  read  and  win 
prizes,  including  gift  certificates,  a  backpack,  or 
an  iPod  Nano.  Register  at  Eureka  Valley,  Glen 
Park,  or  Mission  branch  libraries.  557-4268; 
www.sfpl.org. 


June  16:  Shop  for  produce  and  hear  LIVE 
MUSIC  by  Damond  Moodie  (8:30  to  10  am)  and 
the  Faux  Brummels  (10:30  am  to  1  pm)  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Farmers'  Market.  24th  &  Vicksburg. 
248-1332;  www.  noevalleylarmersmarkel.  com. 

June  16:  Valerie  Easton,  columnist  lor  the 
Seattle  Times,  discusses  "The  New  Low- 
Maintenance  GARDEN."  7  pm.  County  Fair 
Building,  Golden  Gate  Park.  661-1316; 
www.  sf  botanical  garden.  org. 

June  16  &  17  The  31st  San  Francisco  FREE 
FOLK  FESTIVAL  includes  singers,  dancers,  and 
storytellers  from  around  the  world.  Noon-11 
pm.  City  College's  North  Gym,  Phelan  and 
Ocean  Ave.  For  a  schedule,  visit 
www.sfolkfest.org,  or  call  the  Folk  Music  Club, 
661-2217. 

June  18:  The  Dillards,  who  appeared  as  the 
Darling  Family  on  The  Andy  Griffith  Show, 
perform  BLUEGRASS  MUSIC  at  Amnesia.  Two 
shows.  6:30  &  8:30  pm.  853  Valencia  St.  970- 
0012;  www.shelbyashpresents.net. 

June  18-Aug.  24:  The  San  Francisco  Zoo 
offers  a  weekly  ZOO  CAMP  for  kids,  with  guided 
walks,  animal  encounters,  and  crafts.  9  am-4 
pm.  For  info,  753-7073;  www.stzoo.org. 

June  19:  Rebecca  Nile,  the  BUBBLE  LADY, 
performs  a  show  for  ages  4  and  up.  10:30  am. 
Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Library,  3555  16th 
St.  355-5616;  www.sfpt.org. 

June  19:  Master  muralist  Susan  Cervantes 
offers  a  MURAL  EDUCATION  WORKSHOP  for 
artists  and  teachers.  7-9  pm.  Precita  Eyes 
Community  Mural  Ads,  2981  24th  St.  Pre- 
registration  is  required:  285-2287; 
www.precitaeyes.org. 

June  19:  MARTIN  DOCKERY  gives  a  workshop 
performance  of  his  new  play,  Wanderlust.  8  pm. 
The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  St.  800-838-3006; 
www.themarsh.org. 

June  20:  SF  District  Attorney  KAMALA 
HARRIS  discusses  "Crime,  Punishment,  and 
Conviction  in  San  Francisco"  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Democratic  Club  meeting.  7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  641-5838. 

June  20:  Dr.  Thomas  Berger  describes  "New 
Observations  of  the  Sun  with  the  HIN0DE 
SATELLITE"  at  the  Amateur  Astronomers' 

Lecture  Series  at  the  Randall  Museum.  7:30  pm. 
199  Museum  Way.  554-9600,  ext.  16; 
www.  randai /museum,  org. 


June  21 :  St.  Luke's  Hospital  holds  a 
VOLUNTEER  orientation  the  third  Thursday  of 
the  month.  3-5  pm.  3555  Cesar  Chavez  St.  641- 
6538;  www.stlukes-sl.org. 

June  21 :  Couples  can  learn  to  samba  and 
mambo  in  six  Thursday  BALLROOM  DANCE 
lessons.  7:30-8:30  pm.  Forest  Hill  Christian 
Church,  250  Laguna  Honda  Blvd.  661-2746. 

June  21-Aug.  9:  James  Miles  exhibits 
miniature  pen-and-ink  DRAWINGS  in  his  solo 
show  “Miles  in  the  Sky."  Opening  reception 
June  21 ,  7-9  pm;  Mon.-Fri.,  10  am-3  pm;  Sat., 
1-6  pm.  Creativity  Explored  Gallery,  3245  16th 
St.  863-2108;  www.crealivityexplored.org 

June  22:  The  Buckaroos  mix  bluegrass  and 
Irish  punk  music,  and  Kemo  Sabe  plays  "rowdy 
bluegrass"  at  a  happy  hour  show  at  the  Make- 
Out  Room.  7  pm.  3225  22nd  St.  647-2888 

June  23:  The  Four  Finger  String  Band  plays 
from  8:30  to  10  am,  and  They  Call  Me  Lucky 
goes  on  stage  from  10:30  am  to  1  pm  at  the  Noe 
Valley  FARMERS'  MARKET.  24th  &  Vicksburg. 
248-1332;  www.noevalleyfarmersmarket.com. 

June  23:  Attorney  Helen  Karr  discusses  ELDER 
ABUSE,  and  Marcia  Softer  explains  the  Institute 
on  Aging's  “Court  Watch"  program,  at  the 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Older  Women's  League. 
10  am-noon.  870  Market  St.,  #905. 989-4422; 
www.owlst.org. 

June  23:  Career-Life  Counselor  Sue  Agee 
offers  a  free  WORKSHOP,  “Discover  Your 
Passions,  Live  Your  Dreams."  11  am-1  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  374-6344 

June  23  &  24:  The  37th  annual  SF  LGBT 
PRIDE  CELEBRATION  includes  a  Saturday 
celebration  at  the  Civic  Center  from  noon  to  6 
pm,  and  a  10:30  am  Sunday  parade  up  Market 
Street  to  a  second  celebration  at  the  Civic 
Center.  864-FREE;  www.stpride.org. 

June  24:  Pianist  NATALYA  LUNDTVEDT 
performs  music  by  Shostakovich,  Beethoven, 
Liszt,  and  Debussy.  4  pm.  Old  First  Church, 
1751  Sacramento  St.  474-1608; 
www.oldfirstconcerts.org. 

June  25:  The  ODD  MONDAYS  Series  hosts  a 
reading  from  Nobody's  Baby  by  Noe  Valley 
resident  and  San  Francisco  State  emeritus 
professor  Leo  Litwak.  No-host  pizza,  5:30  pm  at 
Noe  Valley  Pizza.  24th  &  Sanchez.  RSVP 
(dinner)  to  jisender@webtv.net.  7  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  821-2090. 


June  25-July  20  The  2007  Multicultural  Arts 
SUMMER  SCHOOL  program  at  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts  features  classes 
in  dance,  painting,  silkscreen,  capoeria,  and  folk 
art  for  ages  7  to  17. 9  am-3:30  pm,  Mon.-Fri 
643-2787;  youth@missionculturalcenterorg. 

June  26  Heather  the  Magician  periorms 
MAGIC  TRICKS,  juggles,  and  twists  balloon 
creatures  to  amuse  children  of  all  ages.  10:30 
am.  Bethany  UMC,  1268  Sanchez  St.  647-8393; 
www.sfpt.org. 

June  26:,  Circulo  de  Lectores  de  Literatura  en 
Espafiol,  the  Spanish  language  BOOK  GROUP  at 
Modern  Times  Bookstore,  discusses  El  Vientro 
de  la  Luna  by  Antonio  Munoz  Molina;  July's 
selection  is  Alta  tnfidelidad  by  Rosa  Beltran.  7 
pm.  888  Valencia  St.  282-9246; 
www.  modemtimesbookstore.  com. 

June  27: 1960s  radical,  state  legislator,  and 
current  antiwar  activist  TOM  HAYDEN  discusses 
his  new  book  Ending  the  War  in  Irag  7  pm. 

The  Booksmith,  1644  Haight  St.  863-8688; 
www.booksmith.com. 

June  28:  The  Hummingbird's  Daughter  by  Luis 
Alberto  Urrea  is  this  month's  selection  at  the 
Bernal  Heights  Library  BOOK  group.  4-5  pm. 

500  Cortland  Ave.  355-2810;  www.sfpl.org. 

June  28:  TWINCEST  leads  a  crafty  hands-on 
souvenir-making  extravaganza.  7:30  pm. 

Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.  282- 
9246;  www,  modemtimesbookstore.  com. 

June  29:  Join  the  SF  Giants  lor  a  GIANT 
VOLUNTEER  DAY  beautifying  San  Francisco's 
neighborhoods  with  tree  planting,  weeding,  and 
painting-over  graffiti;  all  volunteers  receive  a 
“Green  Giants"  T-shirt  and  hat.  Breakfast  and 
lunch  provided.  8  am-1  pm.  Sign  up  at 
www.sfconnect.org. 

June  29:  The  SPCA  sponsors  "Being  a  Great 
PET  OWNER"  with  tips  for  children  of  all  ages 
and  a  guest  appearance  by  Rufus  the  Dog. 

2  pm.  Mission  Library,  300  Bartlett  St.  355- 
2800;  www.sfpl.org. 

June  29:  MARGA  GOMEZ  performs  with  Kenny 
Yun,  winner  ot  the  Russian  River  Comedy 
Competition,  and  Ronn  Vigh  from  Last  Comic 
Standing,  at  the  LGBT  Center's  Rainbow  Room. 

8  pm.  1800  Market  St.  864-4124; 
www.queercuituratcenter.org 


June  30:  Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market  presents 
MUSIC  by  Jude  from  8:30  to  10  am.  and 
Suzanne  Holland.  10:30  am  to  1  pm.  24th  & 
Vicksburg.  248-1332. 

June  30:  The  Randall  Museum  sponsors  a 
HABITAT  RESTORATION  volunteer  work  party  at 
Corona  Heights  Park.  10  am.  Meet  at  199 
Museum  Way.  554-9600,  ext.  16; 
www.  randai  /museum,  org 

June  30  &  July  1:  The  AFRICAN  VIOLET 
Society  hosts  a  plant  show  and  sale  Sat.,  noon- 
4  pm,  with  a  lecture  and  demonstration  at  3  pm; 
Sun.,  10  am-3  pm.  SF  County  Fair  Building.  9th 
Ave.  at  Lincoln  Way.  771-2342. 

July  1 :  Cover  to  Cover  is  starting  a  BOOK 
CLUB  devoted  to  reading  the  classics;  the  first 
selection  is  Willa  Cather's  Death  Comes  lor  the 
Archbishop.  6:30  pm.  1307  Castro  St.  282- 
8080;  space  is  limited — e-mail  Tracy, 
covertocover@juno.com. 

July  7:  Neighborhood  volunteers  hold  a  Noe 
Courts  CLEANUP  from  9  a.m.  to  noon.  Meet  at 
the  park  at  Douglass  and  24th.  For  information, 
contact  Laura  at  noecourts@gmail.com. 

July  21 :  Bring  a  picnic  to  the  outdoor 
SCREENING  of  Sixteen  Candles  in  Dolores 
Park.  8  pm.  Dolores  between  18th  &  19th 
www.sfneighborhoodtheater.org. 


Buy  One,  Get  One  Free 

The  next  Noe  Valley  Voice,  our 
July/August  2007  issue,  will  be 
distributed  throughout  the 
neighborhood  for  two  months, 
starting  on  Monday,  July  2.  The 
deadline  for  July  and  August 
calendar  items  is  June  1 5.  Please 
e-mail  your  items  to 
calendar@noevalleyvoice.com. 
You  can  help  us  by  putting  the 
when,  what,  who,  and  where  of 
your  event  at  the  top  of  the  e-mail. 
Our  address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94114.  Noe  Valley  events  take 
priority,  but  we  try  to  squeeze  in  as 
many  other  items  as  possible. 


June  9 


10  AM  Until  3  PM 


ANNUAL 


NOE  VALLEY 

GARDEN  TOUR 

SOOT 


SPONSORS 


Hill  &  Co. 


IHILL&CQ 

RKAL  F.STATK 


Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 


* 

JANET  MOYER 


Sloat  Gardens 

S  a  t 


J£. 


backyards  garden 
construction 


backyards 


Barbaoelaia  Real  Estate 

Kathy  White  & 
Sonia  Odmez-Rexelips 


BARBAG81ATA 


to  Cover 
1307  Castro  St 


Tickets  $10 

Children  FREE! 
Tickets  Available: 

Lisa  Vloletto  Noe  Valley  Curves 
3932  24th  St.  Church  St.  at  29th 


Noe  Valley  Bafcery  Small  Frys 
4073  24th  St.  4066  24th  St.  3871 


Lady-buy.  Ladybug 
'0  24U1  St. 


Proceeds  to  Neighborhood  Beautification 

Presented  by:  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
your  neighborhood  association 

Design,  Photography  Mary  TenhaivDuffy,  T j/i'ihtlt'  ( JUtMt,'.' 


1st  annual 


Picnic  for  Pawsability 

Sunday,  June  10th,  1-3pm 

Glen  Canyon  Park, San  Francisco 


Join  me  on  Sunday,  June  10th  2007,  as  dog  lovers  from  all 
over  the  Bay  Area  will  be  meeting  in  Glen  Canyon  Park  in 
San  Francisco  for  the  first  annual  Picnic  for  Pawsability,  a 
fundraising  picnic  benefiting  Puppies  Behind  Bars. 

Puppies  Behind  Bars  is  a  nonprofit  organization  that  teaches 
inmates  at  correctional  facilities  to  train  puppies  to  be  guide 
dogs,  service  dogs,  and  explosive  detection  canines. 

As  dog  lovers,  we  understand  the  role  our  dogs  play  in  con¬ 
necting  us  to  ourselves  and  our  community.  For  many  of  us, 
these  animals  are  the  reason  we  know  each  other.  Please  join 
us  as  we  come  together  to  serve  a  worthy  cause,  and  lay  a 
foundation  for  future  endeavors. 


Register  to  attend,  donate,  or  volunteer 

www.  PI  CN  ICFORPAWSABILITY.org 
or  call  415-841-9833 


Cathy  Scharetg 
415-351-4625 
cscharetg@mcguire.com 

www.ScharetgSellsSF.com 
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Levi  Plaza 

415.738.7000 


paragon-re.com 


Civic  Center 

415.565.0500 


SINGLE  AGAIN? 


Personal  not  virtual  intros  by  Marsha  Winer,  MA 
The  Premier  Matchmaker  for  the  Bay  Area’s  most 
eligible  &  discerning 
23  years  in  business 
Preview  photos  before  joining 
Sunday  appointments  available 


Marsha  Is  listed  In 
The  Heritage  Registry  of 
Who's  Who ™ 
2006-2007  edition 


415-388-0118  •  1 -888-4AMATCH 

www.introsbymarsha.com 
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PARAGON 


COFFEE  COMPANY 

SINCE  1987 

3868  24th  Street  •  641-4433 
1551  Church  (at  Duncan)  •  648-1  166 
745  Cortland  Avenue  •  642-7585 
2800  California  Street  •  931-2281 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 

Offering  50  Varieties  of 
C  •  O  •  F  •  F  •  E  •  E 

by  the  pound  or  half-pound 

Custom  Drinks 
Healthy  Breakfasts 

Open  Monday  through  Friday 

5:30  a.m.  to  8 p.m. 
Saturdays  6 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 

Sundays  6 a.m.  to  7 p.m. 

Free  Bag  of 

40  FILTROPA  FILTERS 

With  purchase  of  any  1  lb.  of  coffee 
(except  those  on  sale) 

June  only,  with  this  ad 


INDULGE 

YOURSELF 

EXPERIENCE 

LOGICS 

1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco,  CA  941  14 


We  Bring  Out 
The  Best 
In  YOU 


Noe  Valley  $899,000 

This  stunning,  two-bedroom,  one-bath  home  contains  an 
open  living  room,  dining  room  and  kitchen  with  a  tremen¬ 
dous  amount  of  light.  Complete  with  a  wood-burning 
fireplace,  deck,  two-car  garage  and  garden. 

Wendy  Storch  415.738.7031 


Noe  Valley  $639,000 

This  pristine  2BR/1BA  unit  is  on  a  prime  tree-lined  block  of  Noe  Valley.  A  welcoming  white  picket  fence 
frames  the  well-kept,  2-unit  building,  while  a  set  of  brick  steps  leads  to  the  front  door  of  this  lower  flat.  A 
high-ceilinged,  yet  cozy,  living  room  gives  way  to  a  roomy  and  bright  eat-in  kitchen.  Open  shelving  and 
wrought  iron  accents  serve  as  tasteful  counterpoints  to  the  modern  wood  cabinets  and  stainless  steel 
appliances.  Sunlight  streams  in  from  a  pair  of  tall  double-hung  windows  and  a  French  door,  which  opens 
onto  a  private  deck  and  deep  shared  garden.  A  short  hallway  off  the  kitchen  separates  the  two  bedrooms. 
The  master  bedroom  overlooks  the  garden,  and  has  a  large  walk-in  closet.  A  smaller  bedroom  in  the  front 
could  easily  double  as  a  home  office  or  den.  A  spacious  bath  completes  this  lovely  home. 

Cheryl  Lazar  41 5.701 .2627 


Noe  Valley  $799,000 

Beautiful,  remodeled,  open  plan,  two-bedroom,  one-bath 
condo,  complete  with  a  panoramic  view  deck,  hardwood 
floors  and  an  office.  Includes  a  common  yard,  storage 
room  and  leased  parking. 

Jeff  Osteen  415.701.2602 


Tried  online  dating  with 
disappointing  results?  Call 
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Memories  of 
Michael  Smuin, 
1938-2007 

By  Jeff  Ktiliss 

Now  that  he’s  gone.  I’m  noticing  how 
many  times  the  term  “heart”  came 
up  in  my  interviews  with  dancemaster 
Michael  Smuin  three  years  ago. 

Sitting  in  his  26th  Street  cottage  and 
looking  back  on  his  childhood  home  in 
rural  Montana,  Smuin  had  recalled  “a 
heartbreaking  song”  called  “Christmas  in 
Prison,"  which  early  on  alerted  him  to  the 
emotional  importance  of  the  holiday  sea¬ 
son,  celebrated  later  in  his  annual  Christ¬ 
mas  Ballet.  He  compared  his  Smuin  Bal¬ 
let  to  Twyla  Tharp's  ensemble,  with 
respect  to  how  they  each  had  set  dances 
to  the  music  of  Frank  Sinatra.  “Hers  had 
a  very  hard  edge  to  it,”  he  pointed  out  to 
me,  “and  mine,  I  have  my  heart  on  my 
sleeve  with  this  one,  I  think.  I’m  an  in¬ 
curable  romantic.” 

Smuin  was  working  on  an  autobiogra¬ 
phy  (to  be  completed  posthumously),  in 
which  he  planned  to  document  the  “Ma¬ 
chiavellian"  plotting  behind  his  dismissal 
from  the  San  Francisco  Ballet  in  1984. 
“It’s  a  good  thing  that  most  of  the  people 
involved  in  that  story  are  dead,  because 
when  they  read  it,  there  would  be  massive 
heart  attacks  around  the  city,”  he  re¬ 
marked  sardonically. 

And  there  were,  of  course,  his  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  heart  attack  that  nearly  killed 
him  during  a  film  shoot  at  Edinburgh  Cas¬ 
tle  in  1992.  That  scare  inaugurated  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  healthy  habits,  including  daily 
perambulations  around  Noe  Valley. 

On  the  morning  of  April  23  of  this  year, 
Smuin’s  heart  stopped  for  good,  in  the 
midst  of  his  marking  the  movements  of 
his  dancers  for  the  current  1 3th  season  of 
the  Smuin  Ballet.  At  age  68,  Smuin  had 
spent  more  than  half  a  century  as  an 
eclectic  entertainer,  including  two  long 
stints  dancing  with  and  administering  the 
San  Francisco  Ballet;  decades  of  direct¬ 
ing  and  choreographing  award-winning 
musical  theater,  film,  and  TV;  and  13 
years  leading  his  own  modern  dance 
troupe,  known  for  its  razzle-dazzle  blend 
of  modem  and  classical  ballet. 

Watching  the  Smuin  Ballet,  we  were — 


Bathroom  &  Kitchen 
Remodeling 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20  Years 

415  282  5406 
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1 500  Castro  St.  @  25th  St. 


SPECTACULAR  NEW  CONSTRUCTION  IN  NOE  VALLEY 


www.pacunion.com  Christie’s 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


2212  Castro  Street  between  29th  and  Valley  Streets 

www.2212Castro.com 

Stunning  open  plans  and  the  highest  quality  finishes  highlight  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  contemporary  home.  It  is  appointed  with  thefinest  stonework,  hardwoods, 
cabinetry  and  appliances.  4000±  sq.  ft.  on  3  levels,  4  bedrooms,  3.5  baths,  chef's 
kitchen,  2  expansive  decks,  terraced  garden.  Oversized  windows  throughout  pro- 
videabundant  natural  light.  Near24th  St.  shopping  and  Church  St.  gourmetgulch. 

Offered  at  $3,290,000 

Travis  Pacoe 

415.260.0480 

•  travis.pacoe@pacunion.com 

www.pacoeassociates.com 


Michael  Smuin  in  his  Noe  Valley  garden,  2004. 

and  will  be — reminded  of  its  founder’s 
enchanting  expression  in  dance  of  the 
modes  of  the  heart:  longing,  excitement, 
jealousy,  regret,  and  celebration.  This 
emotional  transparency  and  its  manifes¬ 
tation  as  popular  entertainment  drew 
young  dancers  to  the  company. 

Likewise,  audiences  of  all  sorts  were 
drawn  to  this  unusually  accessible  artis¬ 
tic  experience.  His  staging  of  the  balcony 
scene  from  Romeo  and  Juliet,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  was  a  delightful  surprise,  as  well  as 
an  Emmy  winner. 

Smuin’s  tribute  to  Sinatra — ’’Often¬ 
times  it  was  as  if  he  wasn’t  singing,  he 
was  talking  to  you.  telling  you  something 
very  personal” — could  have  been  applied 
to  himself,  substituting  “dancing"  for 
“singing.”  He  was  always  more  the  pop¬ 
ulist  than  the  cultural  snob.  “The  whole 
family  can  go,  you  don’t  have  to  take  out 
a  loan  to  buy  tickets,  they're  affordable,” 
he  proclaimed  about  his  outreach.  “It’s 


very  heartwarming  to  see  that,  and  it 
makes  the  ballet  available  to  anyone.” 

Despite  his  long  time  in  the  spotlight 
in  the  company  of  legends  like  Gene 
Kelly  and  Bob  Fosse,  Smuin  was  gen¬ 
uinely  modest  and  surprised  when  ap¬ 
proached  by  fans  on  24th  Street.  The  ge¬ 
nial  impresario  was  not,  however,  beyond 
bartering  free  Smuin  Ballet  tickets  for 
rental  movies  at  local  video  outlets.  He 
delighted  in  breakfasts  and  lunches  at  the 


Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 

neighborhood’s  eateries,  and  the  feeling 
of  living  among  friends. 

Through  all  that,  he  found  a  permanent 
place  in  many  of  our  own  hearts,  which 
is  just  where  he’d  want  to  be.  ■ 

The  16-member  Smuin  Ballet  company  will 
continue  to  perform,  as  well  as  to  preserve 
M  ichael  Smuin' s  legacy.  Plans  for  a  memorial 
are  pending.  For  information,  go  to 
www.smuinballet.org. 
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THANK  YOU  to  my  clients  for  your  support!  I  am  dedicated  to  giving  back 
a  portion  of  my  proceeds  will  go  towards  various  charities  including: 
Bluewater  Network  -  Friends  of  the  Earth,  Breast  Cancer  Research, 
Ovarian  Cancer  Research  &  Alzheimer's  Research. 


LINDA  IS  SIMPLY  THE  8EST!  Eight  years  ago,  she 
helped  me  buy  my  first  home,  a  beautiful 
Victorian  in  the  center  of  Noe  Valley.  I  never  thought  I 
could  find  the  home  of  my  dreams  at  a  price  I  could 
afford,  but  Linda  made  it  happen.  It  was  a  wonderful 
place  for  me  and  my  family,  and  later,  when  my  needs 
changed,  Linda  helped  me  stage  and  sell  the  house. 

Linda  is  in  tune  with  the  ins  and  outs  of  the  San 
Francisco  market;  she  understands  both  sellers  and 
buyers,  and  has  connections  with  all  of  the  people  you 
need  to  bring  all  the  details  together.  Most  of  all,  she  is 
truly  dedicated  to  her  clients,  and  will  put  her  all  into 
helping  you.  I  wouldn't  think  of  making  a  move  in  the 
San  Francisco  real  estate  market  without  Linda. 


-  I-Wei  Wang 
Law  Librarian 


LINDA  DID  SUCH  A  WONDERFUL  JOB  with  selling 
my  house...she  made  everything  so  easy...she 
certainly  put  in  a  lot  more  effort  and  work  than 
virtually  any  real  estate  agent  that  I  can  think  of  when 
it  comes  to  selling  a  house. ..that  was  all  very 
important.  I  really  appreciate  it.  Linda  is  number  one 
on  my  list. 

-  Russell  Long 

Founder,  CEO  Bluewater  Network 
www.bluewaternetwork.org 


555  Castro  Street 
San  Francisco 
California  94114 


457  Collingwood 

Dramatic  View  Property 
on  Collingwood  Hill 
www.457collingwood.com 


Linda  S.  Gordon 


(415)  602-1471 
sold@linda-gordon.com 
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932  Sanchez 

Spectacular  Noe  Valley 
Queen  Anne  Victorian 


Sold  for  the  3rd  Time! 

1 999:  Rep.  Seller/Buyer 
2000:  Rep.  Seller 
2007:  Rep.  Buyer 


544  Noe 

Chic  Condominium 


JANET  MOYER 

Landscaping 


1031  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 


NOE'S  BAR 


Noe  Valley’s  Original  Sports  Bar 


jmoyerla  ndscaping.com 
415.821.3760 

Landscape  Contractor  License  853919 
Pest  Control  License  23632 


Go  Giants! 

Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

415-282-4007 


Architecture 

Landscape 
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Graphics 
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Addition 


no  charge  for  first  consultation,  permit  expediting  available 


seadot@pacbell.net 
www.seadotdesign.biz 


It's  Your  Neighborhood. 
Know  More. 
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Filmmaker  David  Lewis  kept  his  feature  Rock  Haven  under  budget  by  shooting  several  scenes 
at  his  home  on  Clipper  Street.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


David  Lewis’  Film 
Has  More  Than 
One  Local  Angle 

By  Erin  O' Brian! 

Although  the  new  feature  film  Rock 
Haven,  which  premieres  this  month 
at  the  Frameline  San  Francisco  LGBT 
Film  Festival,  is  set  in  a  coastal  Califor¬ 
nia  town,  at  least  part  of  the  movie  was 
shot  right  here  in  Noe  Valley. 

“Many  of  the  interior  scenes... were 
filmed  in  my  house  on  Clipper  Street,” 
says  filmmaker  David  Lewis,  who  has 
lived  in  the  'hood  for  nearly  1 8  years.  “At 
one  point,  we  had  to  climb  on  our  next- 
door  neighbor's  roof  to  attend  to  a  light¬ 
ing  matter,  but  everyone  was  cool.  The 
neighbors  gave  me  a  double  take  when  I 
said  we  were  filming  a  movie  there.” 

The  neighbors  were  also  surprised  to  see 
a  Last  Supper  mural  on  the  wall  of  Lewis’ 
house,  but  that  was  perfectly  in  keeping 


with  the  film’s  story  line.  In  the  movie, 
Rock  Haven  is  the  name  of  a  town  where 
a  devout  18-year-old  Christian  boy  and 
his  mother  have  recently  settled.  The  boy, 
Brady,  befriends  a  handsome  young  man 
named  Clifford  and  discovers  that  their  mu¬ 
tual  interest  goes  well  beyond  friendship. 

Lewis  says  he  wrote  the  screenplay  in 
response  to  the  political  divisiveness  of  the 
2004  presidential  election.  "There  seems 
to  be  this  assumption  that  God  makes  us 
choose  between  our  sexuality  and  our 
faith,”  he  says.  “These  days,  I  think  more 
people — including  many  Christians — see 
the  folly  of  such  a  notion.” 

But  that  doesn't  mean  the  film  is  com¬ 
pletely  serious.  "I  didn’t  want  this  to  be  a 
preachy,  polemic  film.  I  wanted  it  to  be 
both  spiritual  and  sexy.  1  wanted  it  to  be 
weighty,  yet  not  afraid  to  have  a  sense  of 
humor  once  in  a  while.” 

Test  audiences  have  already  seen  the 
film,  though  without  the  musical  score 
created  by  Jack  Curtis  Dubowsky.  Even 
without  the  finished  auditory  accompani¬ 


ment,  Lewis  believes  the  film  nudged  the 
test  viewers  to  take  stock  of  their  own 
spiritual  lives.  He’s  proud  of  what  the 
hard-working  cast  and  crew  were  able  to 
do  without  a  lot  of  money.  “Everyone  en¬ 
joyed  Christian  Bruno’s  cinematogra¬ 
phy,”  he  says.  “They  were  somewhat 
taken  aback  that  this  low-budget  film 
looked  so  beautiful  and  had  such  elegant 
camerawork.” 

Don't  bother  looking  for  the  town  of 
Rock  Haven  in  real  life — the  town  is  truly 
fictional,  Lewis  claims.  “It’s  more  a 
metaphor,”  he  explains.  “The  rocks,  the 
waves,  the  beautiful  coast  in  the  film  rep¬ 
resent  a  safe  refuge  for  Brady....  This 
movie  says,  among  other  things,  that  God 
has  a  refuge  for  us  all.” 

After  Rock  Haven  premieres  at  the  Cas¬ 
tro  Theatre  at  9:30  p.m.  on  Thursday,  June 


21,  it  will  screen  in  both  Los  Angeles  and 
Philadelphia.  Lewis  hopes  the  film  will 
be  shown  all  around  the  world,  but  he’s 
thrilled  with  the  venue  for  Rock  Haven’s 
first  showing.  “I  couldn’t  have  written  the 
script  any  better  than  to  have  the  world 
premiere  at  a  prestigious  film  festival  like 
San  Francisco  Frameline,”  he  says. 

Meanwhile,  Lewis  is  working  on  an¬ 
other  original  screenplay  and  looking  for 
a  book  to  turn  into  a  movie.  "I  have  to  be 
writing,”  he  says. 

Tickets  to  all  regular  festival  screen¬ 
ings,  including  Rock  Haven,  are  $  1 0  each, 
but  a  variety  of  passes  and  ticket  packages 
are  available.  To  buy  tickets  and  view  the 
lineup  for  the  entire  festival  (June  14  to 
24),  visit  www frame  line.org/festival.  For 
more  information  about  Rock  Haven, 
visit  www.rockhavenmovie.com.  ■ 


Rock  Haven,  a  film  that  revolves  around  both  sexuality  and  spirituality,  will  be  shown  at  the 
Castro  Theatre  June  21 ,  as  part  of  the  San  Francisco  LGBT  Film  Festival. 


A  perfect  match. 


A  rare  find  on  Fair  Oaks 

This  charming  home  is  on  one  of  the  most  charming  blocks  in 
San  Francisco!  There  are  3  BD  on  the  top  floor,  including  a  huge 
master.  The  living  room,  dining  room  and  eat-in  kitchen  all  have 
verdant  garden  outlooks.  A  powder  room  completes  the  main 
level.  Hardwood  floors,  two  period  fireplaces,  a  huge  attic  and 
basement,  plus  other  great  pre-1 900  fixtures  and  details. 

Offered  at  $1,200,000 


Two  agents,  two  sets  of  skills,  a  single  purpose:  making  the 
perfect  match  for  you!  We  have  been  finding  Buyers  the  home 
of  their  dreams  and  helping  Sellers  realize  the  potential  of  their 
home  investment  for  over  33  years  combined.  Check  out  our 
newest  listing  here,  in  our  own  Noe  Valley  —  it  may  be  the 
perfect  match  for  you! 

As  one  client  said,  "I  consider  them  miracle  workers,  but  really, 
it  is  their  knowledge,  their  intuition,  and  their  hard  work  that 
create  what  appears  as  a  miracle."  For  your  perfect  match,  call 
the  team  with  the  experience  you  can  count  on! 


Steve  &  Debbie  Dells 

415.385.8497 

415.385.8501 

dells@zephyrsf.com 
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We've  advertised  in  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  for  eight 
years.  It's  been  the  best  way  to  reach  out  to  this  great 
neighborhood.  Thanks  to  everyone  at  the  paper! 

Paula  Harris  and  Celia  Sack 


Noe  Valley  Pet  Company  and  Dog  Walking  Service 
1451  Church  St.  at  Ceasar  Chavez 

415.282.7385  I  noevalleypet.com 

Photo  of  Paula,  canine  customer  Boris,  and  Celia  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Make  a 
Difference! 

Volunteer  to 
Become  a 
Long-Term  Care 
Ombudsman. 


Call  1-800-510-2020  www.aging.ca.gov 
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Architecture  ♦  Construction  ♦  Interior  &  Color  Design  •  Painted  Finishes 


A  Culinary  Journey  through  the 
Italian  Island  of  Sardinia 


TO  GO  ORDERS  WELCOME  - 
FOR  PIZZA  LOVERS! 

Open:  Tues.  -  Sun.  •  5:30  -  10:00  p.m. 

291  30th  Street  at  Church  •  415-550-8114 
www.laciccia.com 
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STORE 

TREK 


Store  Trek  is  a  regular  Voice  feature, 
profiling  new  shops  and  businesses  in 
the  neighborhood.  This  month,  we  intro¬ 
duce  two  fresh  faces  on  24th  Street:  Hill 
&  Co.  Real  Estate  and  a  skin  care  bou¬ 
tique  called  Primadona. 

Hill  &  Co,  Real  Estate 
3899  24th  Street  at  Sanchez  Street 
415-824-1100 
www.hill-co.com 

Hill  &  Co.  Real  Estate  may  be  the  new 
kid  on  the  block,  but  the  San  Francisco- 
based,  family-owned  company  has  been 
in  business  for  5 1  years.  The  24th  Street 
office  occupies  a  storefront  in  a  fudgsicle- 
colored  building  at  the  comer  of  Sanchez 
Street,  where  Designers’  Club  clothing 
store  used  to  be.  Opened  in  April,  it  is  Hill 
&  Co.’s  fifth  office. 

“I  think  it  was  more  serendipitous  than 
it  was  planned,”  says  Jamie  Howell,  who 
is  the  24th  Street  office’s  sales  manager. 
“Michelle  Long,  one  of  our  realtors  here, 
found  that  this  building  was  for  sale  and 
proposed  to  the  management  and  the 
owners,  the  Costello  family,  that  we  buy 
the  building  because  she  lives  in  the 
neighborhood  and  didn’t  like  the  long 
commute  to  the  Lombard  Street  office. 
They  studied  the  proposal  and  found  it  to 
be  a  good  business  idea.” 


Real  estate  specialists  at  the  Noe  Valley 
branch  of  Hill  &  Co.  include  (left  to  right) 
Derek  Dubuque,  Donna  Sullivan,  Tasneem 
Karimbhai,  Eddie  O’Sullivan,  Jamie  Howell, 
and  Erkan  Gozum.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Hill  &  Co.  has  two  offices  on  Union 
Street  and  one  on  Lombard  Street,  as  well 
as  an  office  devoted  strictly  to  property 
management  in  Novato. 

Howell,  who  walks  in  clogs  from  his 
Clipper  Street  home  to  work,  manages  a 
crew  of  about  20  agents.  "We  were  very 
careful  in  picking  our  agents  in  that  not 
only  are  tfiey  seasoned  professionals,  but 
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3897  18th  Street  at  Sanchez 
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they  work  well  in  a  company  of  this  size, 
which  is  not  so  large,"  he  says.  “So  the 
spirit  of  the  company  is  lighthearted, 
communal,  and  mutually  supportive." 

Agents  sit  close  together  surrounded 
by  pale  orange  and  yellow  walls,  with  an 
occasional  red  wall  adding  a  splash  of 
contrast.  “We  love  being  able  to  cross  the 
street  and  go  to  Good  News  and  buy  a 
magazine  or  walk  to  Joe’s  Cafe,”  Howell 
notes.  “There  are  so  many  things  to  do  if 
we  have  time.  Every  Friday,  we  order  a 
pizza  from  Noe  Valley  Pizza  or  Haystack 
Pizza,  and  all  the  agents  share.  We  have 
a  good  time.” 

They  also  work  hard:  After  only  five 
weeks  in  business,  the  office  had  about  40 
transactions  either  completed,  or  in  the 
works.  “One  statistic  that  I  find  is  repre¬ 
sentative  of  our  company’s  work  is  that 
according  to  the  San  Francisco  Business 
Times ,  we  consistently  have  the  highest 
sale  price  per  listing  throughout  the  city,” 
Howell  says.  “We  pride  ourselves  on  get¬ 
ting  our  clients  a  higher  price  for  their 
properties  than  anyone  else.  I  think  we  do 
that  by  a  combination  of  presentation, 
pricing,  and  marketing.” 

Most  of  the  agents  in  his  office  are  Noe 
Valley-focused,  Howell  says,  but  “sec¬ 
ondarily,  we’re  going  to  be  involved  in 
the  Mission,  Cole  Valley,  Bernal  Heights, 
Glen  Park,  Potrero  Hill,  and  most  of  the 
southern  parts  of  town,  as  opposed  to  the 
other  Hill  &  Co.  branches,  which  are  in¬ 
volved  in  northern  parts  of  town.” 

In  1966,  Howell  came  to  San  Francisco 
as  the  lead  guitarist  in  a  rock  ’n’  roll  band. 
He  subsequently  worked  for  Jefferson  Air¬ 
plane’s  record  company.  Grunt  Records. 
"I  oversaw  the  budgets  and  production  of 
recordings  for  them  and  for  other  artists 
on  their  label,”  he  recalls.  He  met  his  wife, 
Heidi,  in  1967.  She  was  Jefferson  Air¬ 
plane’s  publicist,  and  she  recently  retired 
after  many  years  of  working  at  Live  Oak 
School  in  Eureka  Valley.  The  couple,  who 
married  in  1970,  bought  their  home  30 
years  ago  for  $57,000.  "We’ve  raised  four 
children  in  that  house,”  Howell  says. 

Howell,  a  lay-ordained  Zen  priest  and 
former  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  San 
Francisco  Zen  Center,  has  been  in  real  es¬ 
tate  since  the  1 980s.  “I  was  working  in  the 
music  business,  and  I  was  gone  a  lot  of 
the  time  on  the  road,”  he  says.  He  wanted 
to  spend  more  time  with  his  family.  “There 
weren’t  very  many  occupations  open  to 
the  uneducated  and  foolish,  so  I  went  into 
real  estate,”  he  says  with  a  laugh. 

His  career  choice  has  also  given  him 
the  opportunity  to  be  involved  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  something  Hill  &  Co.  values,  he 
says.  He’s  already  gotten  Hill  &  Co.  con¬ 
tributing  to  James  Lick  Middle  School’s 
peace  garden.  "We  also  want  to  help  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry  because  they  bring 
so  much  to  the  community.  And  we  look 
forward  to  helping  the  library  and  the  Day 
Street  gym,”  he  says.  “We  want  to  be  as 
active  in  community  projects  as  we  can  be.” 

The  office  is  open  seven  days  a  week. 
Howell  encourages  neighbors  to  stop  in 
to  say  hello  and  to  view  the  work  of  local 
artists  on  display. 

— Laura  McHale  Holland 
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Co-owner  Enzo  Spaccia  and  skin  care  tech 
Christine  Dorflinger  are  among  the  expert 
facial-care  consultants  at  Primadona  on 
24th  Street.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 

Primadona  Skin  Care 
4010  24th  Street 
415-643-6825 

www.primadonacosmetics.com 

Into  a  mere  250  square  feet,  Enzo  and 
Gabriela  Spaccia  have  packed  a  world  of 
premium  potions  to  pamper  and  heal  the 
skin.  The  name  of  this'  adventure  in 
beauty  is  Primadona.  The  business  also 
offers  two  types  of  mini  facial  treatments, 
facial  waxing,  eyebrow  shaping,  and  pro¬ 
fessional  makeup  application.  The  shop 
occupies  the  prime  spot  on  24th  Street  be¬ 
tween  Noe  and  Castro  streets  vacated  by 
High  Class  Nails. 

It  took  the  Spaccias  six  weeks  to  gut  the 
storefront  and  remodel  it,  including  new 
floors  and  ceiling.  Now,  lining  the  light 
blue  walls  as  you  step  onto  Primadona’s 
deep-blue  tiled  floor  are  what  Enzo  calls 
the  “finest  and  most  progressive  skin  care 
lines  on  the  market  today....  We  have 
many  different  choices:  botanical,  sea¬ 
weed-based,  vitamin  C,  and  glycolic 
lines,  lines  that  work  at  a  cellular  level, 
lines  that  work  with  alpha-hydroxy  acids, 
all  natural  lines.” 

Featured  skin  care  lines  include 
Darphin  Paris,  MD  Skincare,  Epicuren, 
Ultraceuticals,  Cellex-C,  and  Mario 
Badescu,  among  others.  Also  on  sale  are 
Bond  No.  9  fragrances  as  well  as  Nouba 
and  Era  spray  makeup.  Items  are  priced 
from  $20  to  $200. 

An  aesthetician  is  always  on  hand  to 
advise  on  product  selection.  “We  don’t 
expect  our  clients  to  look  at  our  services 
and  products  as  sort  of  a  restaurant 
menu,”  Enzo  says.  “We  are  the  experts, 
but  we  do  a  lot  more  listening  than  talk¬ 
ing.  We  look  at  clients  and  get  a  good  idea 
of  what  type  of  skin  they  have  and  ask 
what  their  current  skin  care  routine  is,  and 
then  we  make  recommendations.” 

Enzo  adds  that  everyone  is  different 


and  that  no  matter  how  exquisite  a  prod¬ 
uct  is,  if  it’s  not  right  for  a  particular  per¬ 
son,  they  do  not  recommend  it;  product 
price  does  not  drive  sales. 

Enzo,  a  native  of  Rome,  Italy,  has  more 
than  20  years’  experience  in  the  skin  care 
field,  from  marketing  products  to  high- 
end  spas  to  serving  as  an  international 
consultant  and  educator.  He  and  Gabriela 
met  at  one  of  his  seminars.  Born  and 
raised  in  Lithuania,  she  has  a  master’s  de¬ 
gree  in  biology  and  over  10  years’  expe¬ 
rience  as  an  aesthetician.  In  2002,  they 
opened  their  first  Primadona  location  on 
Union  Street,  where  they  have  a  larger 
space  and  can  offer  more  services,  such 
as  massage,  full  facials,  and  body  wraps. 
The  couple  live  in  Pacific  Heights  with 
their  son,  who  is  in  grammar  school. 

Treatments  at  the  24th  Street  boutique, 
which  opened  May  1 8,  take  place  in  a  re¬ 
clining  chair  situated  at  the  front  of  the 
store.  The  $55  ultrasound  vitamin  C  treat¬ 
ment  is  customized  and  lasts  about  half 
an  hour,  during  which  Ultraceutical  prod¬ 
ucts  are  applied  to  the  skin  with  an  ultra¬ 
sound  device.  "The  machine  increases 
absorption  of  the  active  ingredients  by  al¬ 
most  300  times,  compared  to  applying 
them  manually,”  Gabriela  says.  "It  would 
be  the  equivalent  of  using  the  product 
yourself  at  home  for  20  days.  You’ll  see 
real  visible  results  right  away.  This  treat¬ 
ment  could  be  good  for  someone  1 4  years 
old  with  bad  cystic  acne,  but  a  65-year- 
old  could  come  in  with  very,  very  dry 
skin,  high  pigmentation,  and  complaining 
of  wrinkles,  and  we  could  treat  that  kind 
of  skin,  too.” 

The  $45  alpha-beta-hydroxy  acid  peel 
lasts  about  20  minutes  and  uses  the  MD 
Skincare  line  developed  by  Dr.  Dennis 
Gross.  Gabriela  says  this  peel  has  a  "very 
wide  spectrum  of  benefits”  and  is  appro¬ 
priate  for  all  types  of  skin,  young  and  old, 
healthy  or  not — even  for  people  suffering 
from  rosacea.  “It  is  very  firming,  in¬ 
creasing  elasticity,  brightening — and 
lightening,  too,  for  hyper-pigmentation. 
But  it’s  also  very  antiseptic  and  deeply 
exfoliating  and  anti-inflammatory."  she 
adds.  “And  there’s  no  down  time.  You 
could  actually  get  this  peel  today  and  get 
married  this  evening.” 

The  Spaccias  selected  Noe  Valley,  in 
part,  because  they  already  had  many  cus¬ 
tomers  from  the  neighborhood.  “We  like 
to  please  our  clients  in  every  which  way 
possible,  and  this  [shop]  is  convenient  for 
clients  who  live  nearby,”  Enzo  says. 
“We’ve  also  really  always  liked  the  am¬ 
biance  of  24th  Street.  People  are  very 
nice,  very  real,  warm  and  friendly.  They 
seem  to  be  wholesome  and  sincere  about 
their  personalities  and  their  needs.” 

Primadona  is  open  Tuesday  through 
Saturday,  1 1  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  and  Sunday 
from  noon  to  5  p.m. 

— Laura  McHale  Holland 
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A  New  Way  to  Start  Your  Day.  What  if  you  got  up  one  morning  and  went  to  your  car  parked  on  Elizabeth  Street  to  find  something  different  on  your  windshield  —  not 
an  advertising  flyer  or  a  note  from  a  disgruntled  neighbor,  but  a  single  rose?  Would  that  make  a  difference  to  your  morning  commute?  If  you  haven’t  received  one  yourself, 
try  giving  one.  Photo  by  Paula  Whitehead 


Katherine  Michaels  Elementary  School 


•K- 5th  Grade 

•  Small  Class  Size 

•  Learning  Differences 
Program 

•Slingerland  Tutoring 
-  Spanish  Language 


Now  Enrolling 
Financial  Aid  Available 


(4151 821-1434  ext.  14 
1335  Guerrero  Street 
San  Francisco 
www.kmsofsf.org 


Saint  Philip  School 


Look  to  your  child's  future 
with  a  community  based 
education  at  St.  Philip. 


Preschool  &•  Pre-Kindergarten 

Established  in  2006,  our  preschool  facility  offers  a  blend  of  activity- 
play  and  child-centered  curricula  for  success  and  independent 
learning.  Daily  exploration  incorporates  art,  music  &-  movement, 
science,  writing,  early  math,  language  and  the  arts. 

725  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco-CA  941  14 
(415)  282  0141 

Elementary  &■  Middle  School 

Established  in  1 938,  our  K-8  facility  is  a  neighborhood  school  which 
focuses  on  high  educational  standards  and  Catholic 
values.  St.  Philip  challenges  its  students  in  the 
pursuit  of  knowledge  and  is  proud  to  graduate 
confident  individuals  who  are  well  prepared 
for  high  school  and  college. 

665  Elizabeth  Street,  San  Francisco  CA  94114 
(415)  824  8467 


(415)  282-4913  •  it’  w  vi’.  beverlytharp.  com 


POUNDED  IN  1973 

Grades  K-8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 
Tuition  Assistance 


1387  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 

www.synergyschool.org 

(415)  567-6177 


"Here's  What  You  Need;  “Here's  What  You  Do; 
and " What's  Going  On"  sections  ensure  that  you 
don't  have  to  be  a  science  whiz  to  explore  and 
explain  science  to  youngsters. 


"Exploratopia  is  a  portable 
Aladdin's  cave  of  science  and 
knowledge  exploration." 

-Larissa  McKay, 
Eclectic  Homeschool  Online 


Exploratopia:  More  than  400  kid-friendly 
experiments  and  explorations  for  curious  minds 


♦  To  see  sample  activities 
or  to  order,  go  to 

www.exploratopia.com 


♦  373  pages,  Little, ‘Brown  and  Company 

♦  $29.99 


More  than  400  science  activities  for  ages  8  and  up, 
using  readily  accessible,  inexpensive  materials, 
making  it  ideal  for  families  and  homeschoolers 

Full-color  photographs  and  illustrations 
throughout 
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Located  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 
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Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


High  School 
Fol-de-vol 


Editor’s  Note:  Florence  Holub’ s  fond  recol¬ 
lections  of  high  school  were  first  published 
in  the  September  1993  Voice. 

Ever  since  a  Saturday  in  April, 
when  my  man  Leo  and  1  visited 
my  old  alma  mater — Balboa 
High  School  on  Cayuga  Avenue  in  the 
Excelsior — my  thoughts  have  been  wan¬ 
dering  back  to  the  happy  days  spent  there. 

We  were  attending  an  alumni 
fundraising  event,  billed  as  a  “Fol-de- 
rol”  show  of  music  and  comedy,  but  we 
arrived  early  enough  to  stroll  around  the 
campus  and  to  admire  the  magnificent 
Spanish-style  edifice  with  its  red  tile 
roof  (built  in  1928)  and  the  school’s 
expansive  front  lawn,  studded  with 
palm  trees.  The  sight  of  the  “green” 
brought  back  a  flood  of  memories  of  the 
laughing,  rosy-cheeked  young  faces  that 
congregated  there  during  lunch  period. 

Those  of  us  who  were  attending  the 
city’s  public  schools  in  the  1930s  were 
a  league  of  different  nationalities.  I 
came  from  Swedish-speaking  Finlander 
stock,  my  oldest  and  closest  friend  was 
born  in  Denmark,  wee  Bonnie’s  family 
was  from  Scotland,  Pat’s  folks  were 
Irish,  Mary’s  were  English,  Nancy  was 
from  the  Philippines,  and  Lorraine  came 
from  Petaluma — the  chicken  capital  of 
the  world!  Many  of  the  boys  who  hung 
out  nearby  were  of  Italian,  Greek, 
Spanish,  Armenian,  or  German  descent 
We  were  children  of  the  last  wave  of 
European  immigrants,  and  we  fiercely 
wanted  to  become  100  percent  Amer¬ 
ican,  to  embrace  the  ideals  gleaned  from 
our  United  States  history  classes. 

It  was  a  wonderful  time  to  be  young, 
for  although  we  did  not  possess  many 
material  things,  we  were  filled  with  a 
fervent  optimism.  Under  the  leadership 
and  brave  words  of  our  great  president 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  we  were  being 
lifted  out  of  the  paralysis  of  the 
Depression.  We  believed  anything  was 
possible. 

Even  though  I  studied  hungrily  dur¬ 
ing  those  years,  most  of  my  knowledge, 
so  painstakingly  acquired,  has  faded. 

But  a  few  fragments — of  classes  and 
classmates — remain. 

One  is  the  image  of  my  paternalistic 
“registry”  (homeroom)  teacher,  who 
was  also  the  biology  instructor.  He 
made  us  dissect  frogs  and  peer  through 
microscopes  at  tiny,  crawly  things — the 
lowest  of  life  forms,  in  his  eyes — while 
advising  us  in  his  disdainful  voice  to 
“please  look  at  the  family  albums  of 
your  heavy  dates!” 

My  art  teacher  held  a  loftier  view, 
inspiring  us  to  see  and  create  beauty  in 
the  world.  And  since  art  had  always 
been  my  major  interest,  I  was  eager  to 
comply. 

But  politics  intervened  regularly.  To 
overcome  my  shyness.  I  forced  myself 
to  run  for  one  office  after  another  until 
finally  the  student  body  elected  me  vice 
president,  no  doubt  because  of  my  per¬ 
sistence. 

After  my  inauguration,  I  was  disap¬ 
pointed  to  learn  that  the  vice  president’s 
only  duty  was  collecting  money  from 
the  Kotex  dispensing  machines  in  the 
girls’  lavatories.  This  commendable  but 
largely  unfulfilling  task  prompted  me  to 


strive  to  do  something  extracurricular 
for  the  student  body — something  we 
students  could  really  put  our  hearts  and 
“soles”  into — like  dancing!  So,  with  the 
approval  of  the  principal  and  the 
cooperation  of  the  school  band,  1  orga¬ 
nized  a  series  of  noontime  dances,  held 
each  Friday. 

I  can  barely  remember  the  steps,  but 
the  dance  we  used  to  do,  to  the  tune  of 
the  “Basin  Street  Blues”  and  other  jazz 
band  numbers  of  the  time,  was  called 
the  Dime  Jig.  Couples  would  dance  side 
by  side,  clasping  each  other  with  their 
arms  crossed  in  front.  The  jig  had  very 
intricate  and  athletic  choreography — 
about  five  different  moves,  as  I  recall — 
and  we  did  our  best  to  repeat  them  at 
Balboa’s  25th  high  school  reunion.  (1 
later  ran  into  one  of  the  reunion  partici¬ 
pants  who  said  he  had  thrown  out  his 
back  by  twisting  a  little  too  energeti¬ 
cally  to  the  Dime  Jig!) 

In  the  fall  of  1936,  we  elected  Bob 
Sweeney  student  body  president.  Like 
President  Bill  Clinton,  he  was  compe¬ 
tent  and  articulate,  and  during  his  tenure 


became  a  big  success  in  later  life — first 
in  local  radio,  then  in  Hollywood 
motion  pictures,  but  especially  in  tel¬ 
evision,  as  an  actor,  comedian,  writer, 
and  producer.  He  is  perhaps  best 
remembered  as  the  director  of  The  Andy 
Griffith  Show.  (Bob  died  in  1992,  and  I 
noticed  in  our  alumni  newsletter  that  his 
name  had  been  consecrated  in  Balboa’s 
Hall  of  Fame.) 

At  our  graduation  ceremony,  I 
remember  shedding  a  few  tears,  with 
the  realization  that  I  would  be  leaving 
behind  the  warm,  nurturing  environ¬ 
ment  of  my  tender  years. 

My  friend  Nancy  Naftaly  had  lived  in 
the  Jewish  Home  located  on  Ocean 
Avenue,  where  her  businessman  father 
had  sent  his  three  motherless  children 
(originally  from  the  Philippine  Islands) 
to  be  educated  in  American  schools. 
Upon  graduation,  Nancy  sailed  off  to 
join  him  on  a  luxurious  ocean  liner, 
waving  joyfully  to  her  friends  on  the 
pier.  I  imagined,  with  a  slight  twinge  of 
envy,  the  rich  exotic  life  before  her. 

It  was  not  until  the  end  of  World  War 


he  was  able  to  instill  in  us  a  deep  pride 
in  our  beautiful  school  building  and 
campus.  He  was  so  persuasive  that  he 
even  had  us  picking  up  garbage  and 
papers  and  putting  them  in  the  cans  pro¬ 
vided  for  that  purpose. 

This  admirable  young  man  was  my 
"heavy  date”  for  a  good  while  in  high 
school,  and  my  escort  to  the  senior  ball. 

We  drifted  apart  after  graduation,  but 
as  my  classmates  and  I  expected.  Bob 


II,  when  she  unexpectedly  appeared  at 
our  door,  that  Leo  and  I  learned  of 
Nancy’s  fate.  During  the  Japanese  inva¬ 
sion  of  Manila  in  January  of  1941,  she 
was  taken  from  the  dress  shop  she  oper¬ 
ated  and,  along  with  other  residents  of 
the  city,  forced  to  march  a  long  distance 
to  an  internment  camp.  There  she  was 
detained  until  the  liberation  of  1945. 

When  I  saw  her,  she  had  lost  so  much 
weight  that  she  bore  little  resemblance 
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Ladybug  Ladybug 

Greeting  cards  and  gifts 
Lovely  things  to  give  and  get 

3870  24th  Street 

(between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg) 
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these  local  and 
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Here’s  a  portrait  of  Florence  Holub  as  a 
happy  1936  grad  from  Balboa  High  School. 

Photo  reprinted  by  Leo  Holub 


to  my  old  schoolmate.  She  did  not  visit 
us  again,  so  I  assume  she  returned  to 
Manila  to  pick  up  the  broken  pieces  of 
her  life. 

Elaine  Kiely  was  another  of  my 
chums,  whose  beauty  and  dancing  skill 
earned  her  a  position  in  the  chorus  line 
of  the  city’s  Golden  Gate  Theater  after 
she  graduated.  Sometimes  1  visited  her 
backstage  between  shows.  She  got 
lonely  because  the  manager  was  very 
protective  of  his  young  dancers  and 
refused  to  let  them  mingle  with  the 
more  worldly  traveling  acts. 

She  did,  however,  break  the  rules 
once,  to  converse  with  an  adorable  little 
boy  who  was  part  of  a  traveling  family 
act.  The  6-year-old  professional,  Donald 
O’Conner,  was  so  smitten  with  Elaine 
that  he  solemnly  asked  her  to  wait  for 
him.  She  didn't,  of  course,  because 
shortly  afterwards  she  met  and  married 
a  young  man  of  more  suitable  age. 

When  I  saw  her  several  years  later,  she 
was  chasing  after  a  lively  set  of  twins  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  and  loving  it. 

The  “Fol-de-rol”  held  in  the  Balboa 
auditorium  in  1993  was  a  perfor¬ 
mance  similar  to  the  vaudeville 
revues  of  our  youth.  Like  Elaine,  Dave 
Barry,  the  event's  master  of  ceremonies, 
had  also  commanded  the  stage  of  the 
Golden  Gate  Theater  in  his  younger  days. 

At  the  show,  Barry  jogged  our  mem¬ 
ories  of  the  stem  morality  of  the  time, 
when  he  recalled  a  sign  that  had  been 
posted  on  the  wall  for  all  to  heed:  “No 
Bad  Language  Allowed,  'Damn'  and 
'Hell'  Prohibited!”  He  proved  to  be  a 
very  funny  man  and  kept  the  audience 
laughing  for  one  full  hour,  with  a  stream 
of  jokes  delivered  with  perfect  timing. 

Another  star  of  the  Fol-de-rol  was  a 
blond  singer  named  Torill,  who  walked 
on  stage  wearing  a  top  hat  and  tuxedo. 
She  then  proceeded  to  present  a  stun¬ 
ning  re-creation  of  the  fabulous  Marlene 
Dietrich,  singing  the  old  favorites  flaw¬ 
lessly.  A  well-trained  chorus  of  young 
dancers  rounded  out  the  program,  and  a 
four-piece  orchestra  accompanied  the 
acts.  The  whole  production  was  so  plea¬ 
surable  that  we  hated  to  see  it  end. 

Since  I  did  not  recognize  one  person 
from  my  class  of  ’36, 1  could  not  help 
but  wonder  how  many  of  us  are  still 
around.  Not  many,  I  fear,  as  the  dwin¬ 
dling  reunions  indicate — which  reminds 
me  of  a  conversation  I  had  recently, 
while  waiting  for  the  J-car,  with  a 
friendly  Noe  Valley  lady. 

She  shook  her  head  as  she  counted 
the  number  of  local  people  who  had 
expired  lately.  I  concurred  with  a  list  of 
my  own,  admitting  that  we  had  to  expect 
it  at  our  age.  Then,  a  bit  more  cheerfully 
I  said,  “But  hey,  we’re  still  here.” 

And  with  that,  we  simultaneously 
reached  for  the  telephone  pole  nearby, 
to  knock  on  wood.  ■ 
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Chenery  Park 

restaurant 


Tuesday  Night  \s  Family  Night! 

CP  Kflds 

683  Chenery  Street  In  Gfen  Pari  337-8537 


reservation  &  highchair  requests  recommended 


www.chenerypark.com 


Feeling  stuck? 


Talk  to  someone  who  can  help. 

Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 
3882  24th  St.  San  Francisco 

Call  415-505-0179  for  a  free  consultation. 

Licensed  Marriage  &  Family  Therapist  MFC  # 43762 


L.  Flick  Hatcher 


GLEN  PARK  DENTAL 

Beautiful  Smiles  for  Life 

GENERAL  &  SEDATION  DENTISTRY  |  EXTREME  MAKEOVERS 


\ 

“I  used  to 
hate  going  to 
the  dentist. 

The  team  at 
Glen  Park  Dental 
has  always  made 
sure  that  I’m 
comfortable  while 
taking  care  of  me. 
Now  I  have  the 
beautiful  smile 
that  I’ve  always 
wanted... 
without  the  fear." 

V _ ) 


N 

Address  590  Bosworth  Street 

OUR  NEW  OFFICE  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  THE  CLEN  PARK  BART  STATION 

Telephone  (415)585-1500 
Online  www.glenparkdental.com 

V _ _ _ ) 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Spectra-Tone  Paints 


Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


Creating  tomorrow’s  leaders...  ONE  BLACK  BELT  AT  A  TIME! 

NAVARRETE’S  RIACK  REIT  AGAREMY 


c  A\/f 

< 

Dr\M  L 

>10 

0  . 

k 

Bring  this  ad  for  $  1 00  off  the 
membership  fee  for  any  program. 


TEENS  AND  ADULTS 
(ages  1 3-99) 

Learn  serious  self-defense  and 
increase  confidence  while  improving 
your  fitness  level  and  reducing 
stress.  Meet  new  people  and  build 
your  leadership  abilities  in  a  positive, 
motivating  environment.  ^Jk***^  ^ 


TINY  TIGERS 
(ages  3-6) 

Arm  your  child  with  self-defense. 

Our  specialized  programs  will  teach 
your  child  to  be  safe,  follow  directions 
and  improve  concentration  in  a  fun 
and  positive  atmosphere. 


KARATE  FOR  KIDS 
(ages  7-12) 

Home  of  the  nation's  World-Famous 
Karate  for  Kids  Program  where  your 
kids  will  develop  greater  self-esteem, 
discipline  and  leadership  skills  while 
learning  self-defense. 
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St.  John  School 

k  925  Chenery  Street 

■  in  beautiful  Glen  Park  •  (K— 8)  *  ! 

■  San  Francisco,  CA  94131  aM 

415-584-8383 

W  www.stjohnseagles.com  ■ 

r  Tours  Daily  -  9  a.m.  Sr  2:30  p.m.  w 
or  call  for  an  appointment 


:  $1  Jo/W'S 

N41k»:>l  1 .w>.d 


INNOVATIONS 

lii  ItWjOlOQy 


Mayor  N.ov'muw 


Bird  &  V\ 
Beckett^A 
Books  ^^\r 
&  Records 


_ v  EVERY  DAY 

LIVE  JAZZ  EVERY  FRIDAY  5:30-7:30 

THE  CHUCK  PETERSON  QUINTET 

POETS’  OPEN  MIC  with  FEATURED  READERS 

1ST  and  3RD  Monday  of  Every  Month  7:30  -  9:00  p.m. 


Now  Open 
10  to  7 


(415)  586-3733  •  www.bird-beckett.com 
2788  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  94131  -  in  Glen  Park 


Daily  Newspapers 
Community  Board 
Patio  Seating 

Wells  Fargo  ATM  open  24  hrs. 


Hours  of  Operation 

Monday  -  Sunday 
7  a.m.  -  8  p.m. 

CofFee  Bar  Opens  at  7  a.m. 
Every  Day 


Salsa  in  Glen  Park 

Saturdays  12  noon  to  1 :00  PM 

605B  Chenery  Street  SF  CA  94131 

4  weeks  $60 

Dates:  June  2,  9,  23,  30,  2007 

For  More  Information  about  the  class, 
call  KiKl  YO  at  (415)  587-5454  or 
visit  www.kiki-yo.com. 


Glen  Park 
NEIGHBORS 


Now  Open  in  Glen  Park 


M.  B. 
Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 


Affordable  Rates 

243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 


License  No.  479313 


CENTERED 

New  to  Glen  Park 

648  Chenery  Street 
415-333-9133 
www.  centered  b 


•  Groceries  •  Meat  &  Fish  •  Fresh  Produce 

•  Flowers  •  Coffee  Bar  •  Wine,  Beer,  Spirits 
•  Body  Care  &  Wellness  •  Prepared  Foods 

•  Our  Own  Fresh  Baked  Bread 

...AND  MUCH  MORE! 


YOU  ARE 
HER£ 

*£>  j 


2815  Diamond  St.  at  Wilder  St. 

San  Francisco  94131 

(415)  586-9999  fax  (415)  586-6999 
canyon.market@gmail.com 


BODY 


com 


a 
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San  Francisco  Veterinary  Specialists 

$5®!  600  Alabama  Street  (at  18th)  415-401-9200 

will  now  be  open  24  hours  a  day  to  provide  nighttime 
Emergency  Services  in  our  beautiful  new 
state  of  the  art  hospital. 

•  24  hour  monitoring  by  a  veterinarian 

•  Complete  1CU  monitoring  and  laboratory  facilities 

•  Full  range  of  blood  products  and  oxygen  delivery 

•  Around  the  clock  access  to  SFVS  specialists  including  surgery 

Daytime  Specialty  hours 


NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


Featuring  the  largest  selection 
of  dog  collars  in  San  Francisco. 


1451  Church  Street 
at  Cesar  Chavez  St. 

phone:  415  282  7385 
www.noevalleypet.com 


Member  Of 

The  Jim  Laufenberg  Team 


►►YOUR  NEIGHBOR  IN  NOE  VALLEY 


STEVE  GORDON 


For  Noe  Vi 


News,  Listings,  Advice  and 
Resources  visit  Steve  online  at 


myhomesf.com 


Specializing  in  the  needs  of  cats 


DumCOn 

Pet  Sitting  & 
Behavioral  Consultations 

415. 282. PETS 

info@myfurryfriend.net 


Bonded  &  Insured 
Member  of  NAPPS 


ROCKET 

DOG 
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Lost  and  Found.  A  pacifier  can  easily  be  lost  in  the  fallen  leaves  on  a  local  sidewalk. 

ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


•  Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts  • 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 

All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 

Year-round  enrollment  if  space  available 

Please  call  for  an  interview  appointment 

180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  2 3rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 

www.addaclevenger.org 

_ _ _ _ / 


Photo  by  Jack  Tif 


St.  Paul’s  School 

Where  Tradition  and  the  Future  Meet 
To  Insure  Academic  Excellence  for  Our  Children 


For  over  90  years,  St.  Paul’s  School  has  been  educating  the  children  of  Noe  Valley  and 
the  Mission.  It’s  reputation  for  academic  excellence  is  unsurpassed.  And  now,  adding  to 
the  richness  of  this  legacy,  St.  Pauls  proudly  educates  its  students  in  the  most  modern 
school  building  in  Noe  Valley. 

Opened  in  1999,  the  new  St.  Paul’s  School  is  designed  from  the  ground  up  for  the 
educational  needs  of  the  21st  century.  Fully  Cat  5  wired  for  the  Internet,  St.  Paul’s 
oilers  your  child  the  teachers  and  the  tools  to  excel  academically  in  a  warm,  friendly 
and  welcoming  environment.  We  invite  you  and  your  family  to  come  visit  and  see 
for  yourself  Become  part  of  a  great  community  committed  to  ensuring  the  finest 
education  possible  for  our  children. 

To  learn  more,  or  to  schedule  a  school  tour,  JJy.  PAUL’S  SCHOOL 

call  us  at  415.648.2055  1  690  Church  Street 

Or  visit  us  on  the  web  at  www.stpaulsf.net  San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
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Ginger  is  one  of  our  best  teachers. 

At  Children’s  Day  School,  we  believe  in  giving  kids  the 
room  and  inspiration  to  grow.  That’s  why  we  provide  our 
preschoolers  through  eighth  graders  with  one  of  the  largest 
outdoor  school  spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm  animals 
and  an  enchanting  organic  garden.  It’s  the  perfect  setting 
for  an  educational  program  that  is  project-based,  integrated 
across  academic  disciplines  and  grounded  in  the  concept  of 
social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills  a  passion  for  learning 
and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self,  for  others,  for  ideas  and 
for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 


4581 

"L 

333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 
4 1 5-86 1  -5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 


A/4- 


DAV 

SCHOOL 


ilralkersJiailri 


www.sfseamstress.com 


CLOTHING 


"•  i 

I 

t 


Clothing  for 
Men, Women  &  Children 

April  2007 , 

Mens  Vests  I 

Inspired  1 
Designed 
e  in  Noe  Valley 

Street@  Jersey  t 
415-920-1956  | 
uesday  10:30-2  1 
-Saturday  10:30-6 
www.walkershaw.com 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

f 


for  your  Home 


1400  Castro  Street  j 
@  Jersey  j 
415'920*1956/ 


i 

Drapery  | 
Pillows  I 
Shades  ! 
Bedding  i 
Slipcovers  j 


Worlcouts  that  worlc  for  moms 

“Are  qou  expecting,  recovering  or  just  runmngaround 
after  the  kids?  Within  weeks  mtj  outdoor  fitness  program 
will  help  ljou  feel  stronger,  have  more  energy 
and  fit  back  into  those  favorite  jeans.” 

—  Coach' Greg  Bianchi 

Dolores  Park  classes  meet  Mon,  Wed,  Pn.  at  6:00,  7:00  &  5>:00  a.m. 


Marina  District  class  meets  Tues.  &■  Tfturs.  at  S;  JO  &  J-.00  a.m. 


www.bianchifitness.com  (415)  215-7045  The  Cittj  is  Our  Gym! 


The  Hoorn  to  Grow 

is  a  small,  project  based  preschool 

that  seeks  to  recognize  and  nurture  each  child's  individual 
strengths  and  gifts 

We  offer... 

•  A  dedicated  &  diverse  teaching  staff  that  is  experienced,  creative 
and  enthusiastic.  1 :8  ratio  max. 

•  A  safe  and  supportive  environment  that  cultivates  exploration, 
individuality  and  autonomy. 

•  Experiential  and  contextual  learning  opportunities  through  self-expression, 
creative  arts,  literature,  music,  cooking,  gardening,  drama  and  musical 
movement. 

•  Indoor/outdoor  classroom. 

Now  accepting  applications  for  up  to  26  children  ages  2.9  through  5  years 
and  potty  trained.  The  2007-08  program  starts  September  1. 

Call  for  an  appointment  to  tour  the  facility.  Your  children  are  welcome  and 
encouraged  to  join  you.  For  more  information  about  philosophy,  schedules, 
rates  and  to  view  photos  of  the  school,  visit  our  website. 


iKe  room,  to  <jr ow 

PH  E  S  C  H  O  O  L 

3786  Mission  Street  *  SF  *  941 10  •  415-826-9598  *  www.theroomtogrow.org 


Family  Counseling,  Utility  Assistance, 
Employment  Services,  and  much  more. . . 


United  Way*  AIRS  + 


Get  Connected.  Get  Answers. 


United  Way  of  the  Bay  Area 


Miwm 


^  (  got  free  tax  preparation 

*  '  assistance  and  received  $4,000 

in  Earned  Income  Tax  Credits. 

I  just  called  2-1-1 


Get  connected.  Get  answers. 
In  San  Francisco  Dial  2-1-1. 


FAMILY  S-MhETICV'OE.#IKTIY 

-i'Jm 


An  easy, 

positive 

experience 

where  you're 
treated  like 
family  and 
the  Doctors 
make  every 
effort  to  ensure 
vour  comfort. 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  15  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  •  Whitening  Available 

1508  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St. on  the  Church  line)  TEL  415.647.6000 


Joy  Morris,  D.D.S.  •  Naomi  Carolino,  D.D.S. 
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SCHOOL 

REPORT 


Guitars  are  twanging,  Spanish  is  flowing. 

and  students  are  talking  to  their  parents 
and  their  peers  in  novel  ways  at  James  Lick 
Middle  School  and  Fairmount  Elementary. 


JAMES  LICK 

Santana  Speaks  at  Peace  Garden 
Dedication 

Close  to  100  people  were  waiting  in 
front  of  James  Lick  Middle  School  to  wit¬ 
ness  the  May  12  dedication  of  the  Carlos 
Santana  Peace  Garden  when  the  famous 
guitarist  and  peace  advocate  arrived,  ca¬ 
sually  strolling  south  on  Noe  Street  to¬ 
ward  the  school  as  if  he  lived  in  the 
neighborhood. 

“There’s  a  lot  of  light  and  hope  at  this 
school,”  he  told  a  larger  crowd  of  about 
500  people  half  an  hour  later  when  it  was 
his  turn  to  speak.  “I’m  very  honored  to  be 
back  here  at  the  first  place  I  came  to  in 
San  Francisco  from  Tijuana.” 

After  describing  the  confusion  and 
anger  he  experienced  as  a  teenage  new¬ 
comer,  he  condemned  the  disparity  be¬ 
tween  what  is  spent  to  educate  children 
and  the  drastically  larger  sum  that  is  spent 
to  incarcerate  adults  in  prison. 

Santana  urged  today’s  students  to  re¬ 
ject  hatred,  violence,  and  war.  “The  next 
time  you  get  angry.. .go  into  a  library  or 
go  into  a  school,  and  eat  a  book.  Devour 
it — with  your  eyes!” 

S.F.  Beautiful  Helps  Garden  Grow 

San  Francisco  Beautiful,  the  nonprofit 
organization  founded  60  years  ago  to 
save  the  cable  cars,  marked  its  “millionth 
dollar”  granted  by  contributing  $5,400  to 
help  fund  the  new  garden. 

“The  Carlos  Santana  Peace  Garden  at 
James  Lick  Middle  School  is  exactly  the 
sort  of  project  San  Francisco  Beautiful  is 
set  up  to  fund,”  said  Executive  Director 
Dee  Dee  Workman.  “Certainly,  there  is 
nothing  more  beautiful  than  peace.... 
What  a  perfect  serendipity  that  we  mark 
our  millionth  dollar  with  creation  of  a  liv¬ 
ing  garden  that  will  continue  to  provide 
lessons  and  beauty  over  the  years.  This 
green  schoolyard  project  will  have  a  huge 
impact  on  the  neighborhood.” 

In  addition  to  San  Francisco  Beautiful, 
the  new  garden  is  funded  by  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Community  Challenge  Grant  Pro¬ 
gram,  Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  and  many 
other  supportive  community  members, 
who  donated  funds,  labor,  and  profes¬ 
sional  services. 

Some  of  the  large  trees  that  blocked 
light  from  the  building  and  grounds  have 
been  trimmed  or  replaced  with  smaller 
features,  such  as  palms,  planters,  mo¬ 
saics,  and  paving.  Student  artwork  and 
other  landscaping  will  be  added  in  the  fu¬ 
ture.  Come  and  take  a  look! 

A  Look  Inside  Peer  Resources 

The  Peer  Resources  (PEERS)  program 
is  only  a  few  years  old  at  James  Lick,  but 
it  has  been  in  the  SFUSD  for  over  25 
years.  Its  purpose  is  to  engage  young 
people  in  making  their  school  community 
a  safe  and  nurturing  environment.  Lead¬ 
ership  is  a  key  component  of  the  class,  as 
well  as  the  notion  of  empowering  stu¬ 
dents  with  the  skills  necessary  to  be  lead¬ 
ers.  Here  at  James  Lick,  students  are 
trained  to  be  conflict  mediators,  mentors, 
tutors,  and  support  group  leaders. 

Sixth-graders  focus  on  building  their 
conflict  resolution  and  communication 
skills.  They  learn  to  solve  their  problems 
peacefully,  communicate  more  effec¬ 
tively,  and  empathize  with  others.  This 
year’s  class  assembled  a  book  from  let- 


James  Lick  alumnus  Carlos  Santana  (in  embroidered  shirt)  was  honored  May  12  at  the  middle 
school's  75th  anniversary  celebration  and  dedication  of  a  “peace  garden."  Photo  by  Noel  Anderson 


What  Parents  Can  Do 

James  Lick  Peer  Resources 
teacher  Sarah  Jones  recently 
asked  all  her  students  (ranging  in 
J  age  from  11  to  13)  what  they 
would  like  their  parents  to  do  in 

(order  to  be  closer  to  them.  The 
most  common  responses  in  the 
survey  were: 

•  Spend  more  time  at  home. 

•  Talk  to  me  and  listen  more. 

I*  Eat  dinner  as  a  family. 

•  Take  me  more  places. 

•  Stop  smoking. 


ters  they  wrote  to  express  their  gratitude 
to  Rosa  Parks  for  freedoms  that  many  of 
us  take  for  granted  today. 

Seventh-graders  focus  on  specific  is¬ 
sues  that  affect  them  directly.  A  bulletin 
board  outside  the  classroom  allows  stu¬ 
dents  to  express  their  reactions  to  the 
senselessness  of  gun  violence  after  read¬ 
ing  about  a  young  person  who  was  shot 
and  killed  while  buying  candy.  Seventh- 
graders  also  work  on  “Photo  Voice”  proj¬ 
ects.  Each  student  chooses  an  issue  that 
affects  his  or  her  life,  and  is  given  a  dis¬ 
posable  camera  to  document  that  issue. 
The  photo  projects  are  then  displayed  at 
the  school. 

Eighth-graders  are  trained  to  be  men¬ 
tors  and  mediators  for  younger  students. 
For  example,  they  might  help  students  re¬ 


solve  a  dispute  that  arose  in  the  school- 
yard  during  lunch,  or  teach  other  students 
effective  study  skills.  Eighth-grade  men¬ 
tor  Manny  Martinez  praises  the  program 
because,  “It  lets  kids  take  out  their  anger 
and  frustration  by  talking  it  out,. ..not  tak¬ 
ing  it  out  physically  on  someone  else  and 
causing  more  drama.” 

For  more  information  about  the  pro¬ 
gram,  visit  www.peerresources.org. 

— Sue  Cattoche 

FAIRMOUNT 

Fiesta Val  Raises  $30,000  for  the  Arts 

Saturday  morning.  May  19,  began  with 
sunshine  peeping  through  Noe  Valley’s 
early-moming  overcast  but  soon  burst 
into  a  beautiful  day  as  parents,  kids,  staff, 
and  neighbors  came  to  celebrate  another 
outstanding  year  at  Fairmount  School’s 
annual  party,  Fiesta  Val. 

Hundreds  of  attendees  witnessed  stu¬ 
dent  performances  that  were  the  result  of 
classes  funded  by  each  year’s  festivities. 
Ballet  Folklorico  students,  wearing  col¬ 
orful  Mexican  costumes,  delighted  the 
crowd,  as  did  members  of  the  ballroom 
dance  class. 

Another  highlight  was  a  group  of  fifth- 
grade  graduating  girls  singing  a  song 
they  composed  called  “Annoying  Little 
Brothers."  A  handful  of  second-  and  third- 
grade  boys  could  be  spotted  in  the  crowd, 
glaring  at  the  performers.  The  homemade 
papusas  and  tamales,  along  with  other  in¬ 
ternational  treats,  were  lapped  up  by  the 


Martial  Arts  for  All  Ages 


Learn  from  the  Best! 


Classes  for  the  whole  family  with 
America's  Top  Teachers:  Masters 
Zhang  Hong  Mei  &  Phillip  Wong 

(former  international  &  national  champions) 

All  levels  now  open  for  enrollment 

PACIFIC  WUSHU  -SF 

797  San  Jose  Ave/30th  St  .SF  94110 


Taiji,  WuShu 
BaGua,  SanShou 


PACIFIC  WUSHU 


Tel:  (415)841.8848  www.pacificwushu 


hungry  fair  crowd. 

Almost  $30,000  was  raised  during  the 
day’s  combined  activities,  which  in¬ 
cluded  a  silent  auction  featuring  services 
and  meals  donated  by  Noe  Valley  mer¬ 
chants  and  restaurants,  as  well  as  a  pub¬ 
lic  auction  of  student-made  crafts  from 
each  grade. 

The  highlight  of  the  crafts  auction  was 
a  pointillist  painting  of  Frida  Kahlo,  cre¬ 
ated  by  the  fifth-grade  class  with  the 
guidance  of  parent  Nancy  Windesheim. 
The  artwork  was  signed  on  the  back  by 
every  graduating  student,  and  the  paint¬ 
ing  fetched  $650  during  spirited  bidding. 

Calling  it  the  biggest  springtime 
Fiesta  Val  ever  held  at  Fairmount,  Princi¬ 
pal  Karling  Aguilera-Fort  said  he  was  im¬ 
pressed  with  how  the  school’s  parents  and 
ethnic  communities  had  joined  hands  to 
pull  off  such  a  spectacular  event. 

Further  reflecting  on  his  fourth  year 
with  Fairmount,  Aguilera-Fort  also  said 
one  of  the  greatest  accomplishments  of 
the  school  year  was  the  community’s  de¬ 
cision  to  become  an  all  Spanish-immer- 
sion  school,  beginning  next  fall.  It  was 
heartening,  Aguilera-Fort  said,  “to  have 
the  entire  community  come  together, 
pushing  for  a  dual-language  program. 
This  will  bring  coherent  cross-instruc¬ 
tional  programs  to  the  school.  It  was  won¬ 
derful  to  see  teachers  and  families  work¬ 
ing  together  and  having  a  common  goal.” 

Fairmount  Honors  Retiring  Teacher 

Third-grade  teacher  Diane  Meagher  is 
retiring  after  28  years  at  Fairmount  Ele¬ 
mentary.  She  brought  much  joy  and  mu¬ 
sic  to  her  classroom,  receiving  a  grant 
each  year  for  the  past  four  years  that  gave 
each  child  in  her  class  a  guitar.  She  taught 
her  students  how  to  play  the  guitar,  taught 
them  an  array  of  songs,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  each  year,  the  students  were 
given  the  guitars  to  take  home. 

At  FiestaVal,  she  announced  her  re¬ 
tirement — to  sadness,  well  wishes,  and 
some  surprise.  And  then  she  launched 
into  a  mini-concert,  leading  her  students 
in  playing  and  singing. 

GLO  Glows  Before  and  After  School 

Next  year  will  see  the  continuation  of 
our  before-  and  after-school  program  to 
support  the  needs  of  Fairmount’s  work¬ 
ing  families.  Thanks  to  combined  fund¬ 
ing  and  support  from  the  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District,  the  Fairmount 
PTA,  our  school  site  council,  and  the 
city's  Department  of  Children,  Youth, 
and  Their  Families,  the  after-school  GLO 
program  (Growth  and  Learning  Opportu¬ 
nities)  will  continue  to  provide  high-qual¬ 
ity  academic  support  and  enrichment  ac¬ 
tivities  for  all  Fairmount  students  in  the 
coming  school  year. 

— Tom  Ruiz 


SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 

Gene  Barresi,  Principal 

625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 

415-695-5695 

www.alvaradoschool.net 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 
Karling  Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

www.fairmountschoolpta.org 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
Carmelo  Sgarlato,  Principal 
1220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
415-695-5675 
www.jameslickptsa.org 


46  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  June  2007 


by  Alexis  E.  Fajardo 


Just  For  Fun 


3982  24th  Street,  San  Francisco 
415.285.4068  www.justforfun.invitations.com 


3961 24th  street' San  Francisc° 

^ . ■  l1, '  415.695.0506  www.artsakesf.com 


Wedding  in  Your  Future? 


We  are  pleased  to  offer  a  wedding  registry  service! 

Many  of  you  have  expressed  an  interest  in  registering  at  a  local, 
neighborhood  shop.  Now  you  can!  Drop  by  the  store  and  we’ll 
create  your  registry.  Your  guests  will  then  be  able  to  purchase 
items  either  in  our  store,  or  online  at  cooksboulevard.com. 

Of  course  the  registry  isn’t  just  for  weddings  --  you’re  welcome 
to  register  for  commitment  ceremonies,  graduations,  birthdays, 
anniversaries,  Mother’s  Day,  Father’s  Day,  &  more. 

Drop  by  today  to  find  out  more  —  we  look  forward  to  seeing  you! 

We  offer  speedy  weekly  knife  sharpening.  Drop  off 
Sunday  by  6pm.  Pick  up  Tuesday  after  1  lam. 

Cooks  i  309  cast™  st.  @  24* 

BOULEVARD  (4 1 5)  647-2665 


Mission 

Dolores 

SCHOOL 

3371 i6th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Providing  Quality  Catholic  Education 
Since  1866 

Accepting  applications  for  Fall  2006 
Grades  K  —  7 


Visit  our  website  at 
www.missiondolores.org 


HOMEBIRTH 

NOE 

VALLEY 

Homebirth 

Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 

Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 

A*  AiA 

WISEWOMAN 

CHILDBIRTH 

TRADITIONS 

/  r  ^  rj&r  .  >1 

www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 

Open  Adoption 

Pregnant?  Adopting? 


•  You  choose  the  parents 

•  Help  with  pregnancy 
expenses 

•  No  fees  for  birth  mom 

Susan  Romer,  PH  D. 

Attorney  at  Law 


•  Infants  •  Toddlers 

•  Step  Parent 

•  Domestic  Partner 

•  International  Re-adopt 

1191  Church  Street 

near  24th  Street 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  Limited  to  Adoption 
415-643-4523  •  www.l-800-U-ADOPT-US.com 


Happy  2nd 
Birthday 

PACUt 

V*s/jLV?JL  jl  • 


With  hue  from  Grandma  and 
Grandpa  and  your  favorite  store 


SMALL  FRYS 

4066  24th  Street 
in  the  Heart 
of  Noe  Valley 

Open  every  day 
(415)  648-3954 
www.s  ma  Ilf  rys  .com 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 

Bring  music  into  your  family  life  using  songs, 
movement,  rhythm  chants  &  instrument  play 


Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers 
Big  Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 


Summer  Session  is  June  25th  -  Aug  11th 

Easy  Noe  Valley  location!  Try  a  free  demo!! 
Visit  the  website  or  call  to  get  started! 


“FIVE  STARS  to  Director 
Paul  Godwin  and  his 
teachers!"  -  GoCityKids.com 


415-596-0299 

AVwwjnusictogethersf.com 
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MORE  BOOKS  TO  READ 


The  June  selection  of  books  now  available  at  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  comes 
to  us  from  children’s  librarians  Pam  Ow  and  Carol  Small  and  Voice  bookworm  Karol 
Barske.  To  reserve  a  book,  call  or  stop  by  the  Eureka,  Glen  Park,  or  Mission  Branch, 
or  visit  the  library  online  at  www.sfpl.org.  Be  aware  that  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library 
on  Jersey  Street  is  closed  for  renovation  until  2008.  For  a  renovation  update,  call  557-4400. 


Children’s  Fiction 

Carol  Small  recommends: 

■  A  young  boy,  initially  feeling  pushed  aside 
by  the  arrival  of  his  baby  brother,  in  time 
comes  to  feel  “Well,  maybe  he  can  stay....” 
Then  in  a  few  years,  he  helps  his  younger 
brother  adjust  to  the  next  new  baby  in  the 
family,  in  It’s  All  About  Me!,  written  and 
illustrated  by  Nancy  Cote.  Ages  3-5. 

■  Nate  endures  many  disparaging  remarks 
by  his  older  brother,  but  his  parents  encour¬ 
age  his  interest  in  dance.  He  enjoys  going  to 
ballet  class  and  has  an  opportunity  to  meet 
professional  male  dancers  in  Ballerino  Nate, 
by  Kimberly  Brubaker  Bradley,  illustrated 
by  R.W.  Alley.  Ages  3-6. 

■  Leo  is  called  “sardine"  and  “fog  boy”  by 
his  siblings,  but  has  wonderful  dreams  for 
his  future,  and  in  reading  his  father's  auto¬ 
biography,  finds  some  clues  to  realizing 
those  dreams,  in  Replay:  A  New  Book  by 
Sharon  Creech.  Ages  10  and  older. 

Pam  Ow  recommends: 

*  A  clever  girl  escapes  from  fearsome 
woodland  animals  with  the  help  of  her  new 
go-to-town  clothes,  in  Anne  Isaacs’  rollick¬ 
ing  Pancakes  for  Supper,  illustrated  by 
Mark  Teague’s  richly-colored  paintings. 
Ages  4-8. 

■  Jennifer  Armstrong’s  Magnus  at  the  Fire, 
with  paintings  by  local  artist  Owen  Smith, 
tells  of  a  brave,  strong  horse  that  pulls  the 
heavy  steam-pumper  to  fight  fires  until  the 
arrival  of  a  new  motorized  fire  engine.  Put 
out  to  pasture,  Magnus  heroically  saves  the 
day  one  more  time.  Ages  6-9. 

Children’s  Nonfiction 

Pam  Ow  recommends: 

■  Celeste  Davidson  Mannis  offers  a  picture- 
book  biography  of  California’s  first  licensed 
woman  architect,  honoring  her  intelligence, 
perseverance,  and  skill,  in  Julia  Morgan 
Built  a  Castle,  illustrated  with  glowing  pas¬ 
tels  by  Miles  Hyman.  Ages  6-10. 


LIBRARY  EVENTS 


Adult  Fiction 

Karol  Barske  recommends: 

■  Noe  Valley  writer  Cara  Black’s  detective 
Aimee  Leduc  finds  both  a  murder  victim 
and  a  newborn  baby  on  her  doorstep  in 

Murder  on  the  lie  Saint-Louis. 

■  In  When  the  Light  Goes,  Larry  McMurtry 
continues  the  story  of  the  tiny  town  of 
Thalia,  Tex.,  and  resident  Duane  Moore, 
who  was  introduced  as  a  young  man  in  the 
1966  novel  The  Last  Picture  Show. 

■  The  Nineteen  Minutes  of  author  Jodi 
Picoult’s  thriller  are  the  duration  of  a  high 
school  shooting;  flashbacks  reveal  the 
killer's  motives  and  the  events  leading  up  to 
the  massacre. 

■  J.R.R.  Tolkien  recounts  a  tale  of  family 
and  interkingdom  conflict  during  Middle 
Earth's  First  Age,  in  The  Tale  of  the  Chil¬ 
dren  ofHurin,  edited  by  Tolkien’s  son 
Christopher  Tolkien. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

■  The  ways  the  medical  mind  interprets 
symptoms  and  understands  illness  are  out¬ 
lined  in  How  Doctors  Think,  by  New  Yorker 
essayist  and  physician  Jerome  Groopman. 

■  In  Naked  on  the  Page:  The  Misadven¬ 
tures  of  My  Unmarried  Midlife,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Chronicle  columnist  Jane  Ganahl 
describes  the  last  year  of  her  40s,  “as  she 
tries  to  reconcile  her  midlife  body  with  her 
teenage  heart.” 

■  The  Gospel  According  to  Judas,  by 
Judas’  son  Benjamin  Iscariot,  is  recounted 
by  storyteller  Jeffrey  Archer  and  scholar 
Francis  Moloney. 

■  Lucy  Jane  Bledsoe’s  1 1  essays  describe 
her  spectacular,  often  dangerous  outdoor 
feats  in  The  Ice  Cave:  A  Woman’s  Adven¬ 
tures  from  the  Mojave  to  the  Antarctic. 

Note:  Our  thanks  to  Carol  Small,  head  librarian  at  the 
Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library ;  Pam  Ow,  children's 
librarian  at  the  Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Branch:  and 
Karol  Barske,  longtime  contributor  to  the  Voice. 


BRANCH  HOURS 


Lapsits  and  Story  Time 

■  Come  enjoy  stories,  songs,  and  finger 
plays  with  your  baby  or  toddler  at  lapsits 
sponsored  by  the  S.F.  Library  on  Tuesday, 
June  5,  10:15  a.m.  Preschool  story  time,  for 
children  ages  3  to  5,  follows  at  1 1  a.m. 
Because  the  Noe  Valley  Library  is  closed 
for  renovation,  programs  are  held  at  Bethany 
Church,  1268  Sanchez  St.  at  Clipper  Street. 

Heather  the  Magician 

■  Heather  Rogers  will  thrill  the  crowd  with 
magic  tricks,  juggling,  and  balloon-twisting, 
on  Tuesday,  June  26,  10:30  a.m.  This  event 
will  also  be  at  Bethany  Church  on  Sanchez. 


Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Branch  Library 
1  Jose  Sarria  Ct.  (3555  16th  St.),  355-5616 

Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

12-6  10-9  12-9  10-6  1-6  10-6 

Glen  Park  Branch  Library 
653  Chenery  St.,  337-4740 

Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

10-6  12-8  1-7  1-6  1-6 

Mission  Branch  Library 
300  Bartlett  St.,  355-2800 

Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

1-5  1-9  10-9  10-9  10-6  1-6  10-6 

Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Branch  Library 
451  Jersey  St.,  355-5707  (Closed  temp.) 


The 

Francisco 


Open  Sunday  -Thursday 
11:oo  a.ivw  -  b:oo  p.m. 

Friday  <  Saturday 

1l:oo  a.tvu  -  7 :oo  p.m. 


The  Bert  Place  on  the 
Ptane+  +o  hoy  mysteries 
is  the  San  Francisco 
My*+ery  Book  Store* 
the  otdest  mystery 
froofc  ytore  in  the  0.S.J 


Golden  Gate  Park 
Sunday,  July  15 


✓AIDS 


WALK 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


THE  EPIDEMIC 


To  register,  call 
{415)  615-9255 
or  visit 

www.aidswalk.net 


booksellers 


Ask  About  Our 


FREE  DELIVERY! 
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1307  Castro  @  24th  St. 
415/282-8080 

www.covertocoversf.com 


Active  Release  Techniques®  I  Massage  Therapy 


FIT 

WELL 


ports  Medicine 


Complete  Chiropractic  Care  I  Rolfing 


Progressive  Rehabilitation  i  Motion  X-ray 


"After  working  with  Lisa  only  a  few 
times,  I  felt  comfortable  running 
again  and  over  time  I  think  I  even 
improved  my  speed.  I  believe  that 
working  with  Lisa  helps  me  continue 
to  participate  in  this  game  I  love," 
-  Cheers,  Sunita  Rao 
SF  Vikings  (40  and  Over) 


BEST  OF  THE 

!BAY 


ro 


900  Noe  Street  |  San  Francisco,  CA  94114-3309 
415-920-9766  1  www.fitwell.com 


BWINNtK! 
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HANDYMAN 

RELIABLE  AND  PROFESSIONAL 

15  years  experience  in  SF 
doing  home  repair,  upkeep 
and  special  projects. 

-  NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL!  - 

John  Trompeter 

(415)  516-2031 


si 


ALMOST  INSTINT  INTGRWRS 

Relax  In  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

•  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 

(415)  824-4440  almostinstant@gmail.com 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 


4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 

415-255-4576 


"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


SUSAN  FRANKEL,  MFT 

Psychotherapy  &  Life  Coaching 

Specializing  in  adolescents,  couples 
and  parenting  throughout  the  life 
cycle.  Developmentally  appropriate 
parenting  consultations. 

“Practical  Solutions  for  Everyday  Life" 

415  282-5242  MFC23930 


[stitch] 

www.stitchsf.com 


FABRICS  &  HARDWARE 

CUSTOM  WINDOW  TREATMENTS 
FURNISHINGS  FOR  THE  HOME 

BY  APPOINTMENT  415.641.6081 


Got  News? 

Send  your  press  release  to 
the  Noe  Valley  Voiee,  1 02 1 
Sanchez  Street,  S.F.,  CA 
94114.  Better  yet,  e-mail 
editor@noevalIeyvoice.com. 
Please  include  a  phone 
number.  Thanks. 


NOTICE  TO  READERS 

California  law  requires  that  contractors  taking 
jobs  that  total  $500  or  more  (labor  and/or 
materials)  be  licensed  by  the  Contractors 
State  License  Board.  State  law  also  requires 
that  contractors  include  their  license  numbers 
on  all  advertising.  Check  your  contractor's  sta¬ 
tus  at  www.cslb.ca.gov  or  800-321  -2752. 
Unlicensed  persons  taking  jobs  that  total  less 
than  $500  must  state  in  their  advertisements 
that  they  are  not  licensed  by  the  Contractors 
State  License  Board. 
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on-the-spot,  garden  design 


by 


deanna  glory 


^  garden  design 

Dy  an  award-winning 
designer  at  an 

affordable  price 


415.695.9400  e  deanna@glorydesign.com 
www.  glory  design .  com 


Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program  . . 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events 

1199  Sanchez  Street  !*• 

(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco 
(415)  695-2710 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 


ROBERTSON  Richard 

DESIGN  Robertson 

INTERIOR  DESIGNER 

18  Vicksburg  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94114 

phone  415.596.7346 
fax  415.647.1389 

sales@designbyrobertson.com 
www.designbyrobertson.com 


Eddie's  Painting  Co. 
(415)  406-6141 

Fully  Insured  and  Bonded 

•  Interior  /  Exterior  Pros 

>  Victorian  Specialists 

>  Plaster  Repair  Experts 

•  Lead  Certified 

See  us  at  eddiespainting.com 

Lie.  #732759 


//^ 

DEREK 

W  ELECTRICAL 

ROCK 

O  SERVICE 

ELECTRICAL  - 

RESIDENTIAL 

LIC. #805003 

No  Job  Too  Small  •  Free  Estimate 

Tel.  (415)  490-7475 

ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


415*920*1956 

se1v@sfi5eamstress.com 

Drapery»Pillows*Shades 
Bedding*Slipcovers 
Table  Linens 

Sewing 

for  your  Home 


grassroots 

w  interior  design  studio 

space  planning 
color 
lighting 
furniture 

window  coverings 
bathrooms  and  kitchens 
drafting 

san  francisco  tel/fax  (4 1 5)  242-6 1 98 


f>*ow  yowr 


Rosen  Method  Movement 

Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Friday  mornings  8:30  to  9:30 

Theresa  Garcia 

415-812-9917  ttygarcia@aol.com 
http://home.earthlink.net/~tgrosen/rosenhome.html 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 

San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


MCDonneU 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


[/tt^teRf 

**  DESIGNS  »Y  WENDY  l.  MILIEU 

Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


GRACE  M.  SANTANA 
PLUMBING  CONTRACTOR 
LIC.  #525396  graceh20@earthlink.net 

Mobile: 

(415)  350-6574 
Office: 


(415)  641-4740 


Multi-Pure 
Water  Filter 
Distributor 


Service, 
Repairs, 
Small  Jobs 


Curves 

Amaze  yourself  in  30  minutes! 

(415)  285-5400 
www.noevalleycurves.com 
1701  Church  St.  at  29th  St. 


Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 


75  Minutes 
$70 


For  More  Info 
415.845.0678 


HappyGrout  CALic#89313 

Grout  “Beautifully”  Restored 
Franco  R.  Lucchesi 
Grout  &  Caulk  Restoration 
Change  Grout  Color  &  Seal 
Expert  Tile  Cleaning  /  Repair 
Bathrooms,  Kitchens,  Floors 
Residential  &  Commercial  1 
All  Work  Guaranteed! 
415-806-2746 
www.HappyGrout.com 
franco@HappyGrout.com 


PURPLE  IRIS 

Jill  A.  Sweringen  L.Ac 
Barb  Schoeffel  MPT 

Acupuncture,  Physical  Therapy 
Shiatsu,  Holistic  Healing 

1404  Church  St.  @  26th 
415-642-7442  purpleiris.net 


Rick  Collins 

Macintosh  Help 
Troubleshooting/Tutoring 
Tune-Ups/Upgrades 
macseruicer.com 

(415) 821-1792 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 
Psychotherapy 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD,  ADTR  •  LCS  15026 


fix 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 


■*X  - -X  ' 

».»»•>  ...V  .  V.  -  ,....  . 

Alycia  Freeman  m 

415-726  0156  M 

affix@pacbell  net 

www.fixredesign.com  «£* 
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Neighborhood  Services 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


j©  Morrow 

m 

i  T: 

Construction 

!  1 

1  j 

Specializing  in 

Wood  Fences 

t.  * 

pt  License  No.  343633 

Tom  Morrow  (650)  994-6892 

(  ~  ~  A 

Q  Painting  Inc. 

O 

QPAINT.COM 

L  415412.1642  j 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERSON  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

CA  State  Contractor  License  #888938 

415.282.5406 


Got  News? 

Send  your  press  release  to 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  S.F.,  941 14. 
Better  yet,  e-mail  editor@ 
noevalleyvoice.com.  Please 
include  a  phone  number. 
BTW,  the  deadline  is  the  15th 


PaRadigm 


Fine  Painting  & 

Decorating 

Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 
Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 


Barney  Walsh 


PLEASE  NOTE 

Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals  and 
companies  not  licensed  by 
the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 

License  #  61 8693 


BROOKLINE  ARIES 

ELECTRIC  CO 


Unlit 

k 


Residential  and  Commercial 
Full  and  Prompt  Service 


(415)  239-5393 
SMALL  JOBS  WELCOME 

Prompt  Service  Today.  Lie. #273651  Since  1972 
Reference  Ph.#s  &  Insurance  Provided 
Very  Reasonable  Prices  are  Standard 
121  Santa  Rosa  Avev  SF  Resident  39  Years 
BrooklineElectric.com  for  sample  bids,  etc. 


NOE  VALLEY 

ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  1 0  Years 
REASONABLE  PRICES  -  SENIOR  DISCOUNTS 


ALL  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident) 
at  Highland  Roofing 

415.240.9366 

Slate  license  626953 


Jorge  Meraz-Baca  •  Upholstery 

Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates 

415  282-2256 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 
Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 

Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


l  //  Qardens 

Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
creating  and  caring  for 
your  special  retreat  space. 

Environmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden ‘methods. 

lie.  # 651703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 
(415)  282-1612 


RENOVATION 


TZP  TO  BOTTOM 


REPAIR  °  RESTORE  °  REMODEL 


TOM  SKIDMORE 

GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 

Lie.  NO.  877394 

415.929.8645 


|H  ROBERT’S 

W  QUALITY 
\  PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 

Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

"NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 

PLUMBING  SINCE 
m 


A  FULL 
SERVICE 
COMPAIN  V 
Lit  n  2IIWO+ 


www.brightplumbi  n^.com 


MAJOR 

CREDIT 

CARDS 

UXEPTF.lt 


(415)671-1500 


CAS  Construction 
Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


LOU'S  EXPRESS  CO. 
Cleanup  &  Hauling 

Basement,  Garages,  Attics,  Etc. 
Trash,  Junk,  Garbage 
Appliances,  Stoves, 

Carpet  Removal  Services, 
Carpet  padding  &  Nailstrips 

Call  Lou  415-225-4637 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  •  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  •  Fire  Sprinklers 

Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner /Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 


Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


Complete  kitchen  and  bath¬ 
room  remodeling,  interior 
and  exterior  painting, 
plumbing,  electrical,  tiling, 
drywall,  stairs,  windows, 
doors,  decks  and  fences. 

www.hammerhouseconstruction.com 


HAMMERHOUSE  CONSTRUCTION,  INC 

phone:  415  516  7399  fax:  415  753  0744 

email:  twbuchanan@yahoo.com 

license  #804459  -  bonded,  insured,  workers  comp 


J0H  P0Q0 

Reliable,  Punctual,  Experienced 

HANDYMAN 


■  window  repairs 

1  lock  replacement 

■  electrical  problems 

■  leaky  faucets  &  toilets 


>  light  fixtures 

•  furniture  assembly 
■  hot  water  heaters 

•  PET  LOVER 


Call  me  (650)  303-8171 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
•  Dump  Runs 

Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


BLOOM  PAINTING 

(415)  821-3752 


We  truly  have 
the  client  at  heart! 


CA  Lie.  #  833578 
Member 

Better  Business  Bureau 
and  P.D.C.A. 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 

Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 

3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94114 
415-282-5081 


LANDSCAPE 
CONTRACTOR 

Experienced,  Licensed 
Decks,  Fences,  Patios, 
Lawns,  Planting,  Irrigation, 
Lighting,  Maintenance. 

CALL  FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE! 

CAFFREY  LANDSCAPES  •  415-279-8469 


Sewing  Lessons 

DROP  IN  CLASSES 

f  SATURDAYS  10:30-12:30 
WEDNESDAYS  5:00-6:30 

bring  your  project  &  we'U  guide  you 
beginning  to  advanced 
stitching 
designing 
pattern  drafting 

4i5«920*i956 
1400  Castro  @  Jersey 
sew@sfseamstress.com 


HOME  REPAIRS 

FAST  RESPONSE  •  START  TO  FINISH 

HOUSE  CALLS  •  VICTORIAN  SPECIALIST 
WALLS  •  DOORS  •  WINDOWS  •  FLOORS 
PLASTER  SHEETROCK  •  PREP  &  PAINT 
TILING  •  FINISH  PLUMB  &  ELECTRICAL 

-  BY  OLIVIER  - 
Phone  415-786-4534 
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CLASS  ADS 


Own  Your  Aging.  Short-term  small  groups,  private 
consultation.  Marjory  Nelson.  Ph.D.,  M. A. .feminist 
therapist,  activist,  teacher,  old  woman.  415-647- 
2845. 

Host  Japanese,  French  Visitors  for  One  Week. 

Provide  room,  meals.  15  hours  of  English  tutoring. 
$500  compensation.  Need  college  degree,  half-day 
free.  Information:  homeholUlay@yahoo.com. 

Old-Style  Dry-Set  Stonework.  Call  4 15-282-7369. 

Let  Me  Drive  You.  Doctor  appointments,  grocery 
shopping,  errands.  Personalized  service;  with  you 
at  all  times:  carry  packages  to  where  you  want  them. 
I've  been  doing  this  for  10  years,  have  many  happy 
clients,  and  would  like  to  help  you.  too!  $20/hour. 
Bill:  415-826-3613. 


How  to  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number  of 
words  by  40t  per  word,  and  send  us 
a  check  or  money  order  for  the  total 
amount.  (Note  that  a  phone  number, 
including  area  code,  counts  as  one 
word.)  Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the  month 
in  which  you’d  like  to  advertise.  The 
address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice  Class 
Ads.  1021  Sanchez  Street.  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  941 14.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  Ads  by  phone 
ore-mail.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Valley 
Voice  publishes  10  months  a  year. 

( We’re  on  vacation  in  January  and 
August.)  If  you  place  the  same  class 
ad  in  10  issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a 
10  percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the  total 
amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  July/August 
2007  issue,  distributed  in  Noe  Valley 
the  first  week  of  July.  The  deadline 
for  Class  Ads  is  June  15,  2007. 

Note:  The  Class  Ads  are  displayed  for 
one  month  on  our  web  site: 
www.noevalleyvoice.com  (two 
months  for  the  July/August  issue). 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in  mind 
that  only  the  first  few  words  of  the  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line  of  type)  will 
be  set  in  bold.  Also,  receipts  and  tear 
sheets  will  be  provided  only  if  your 
order  is  accompanied  by  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope.  Thank 
you  for  your  support. 


Light-Filled  Office  Space  for  Rent,  350  square 
feet,  in  1907  Edwardian  between  Eureka  and  Noe 
Valley  with  separate  entrance,  restroom,  large 
wooden  window,  access  to  peaceful  country  garden 
in  back,  wood  floor,  wool  carpet,  fridge,  good  street 
parking,  near  Muni.  Ideal  for  one  to  two  people  in 
a  profession  not  requiring  foot  traffic.  $900  per 
month.  415-648-8329. 

Piano  Lessons  Taught  with  Patience  and  Humor. 

Former  member  Pickle  Family  Circus  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mime  Troupe,  part-time  faculty  of  SOTA  High 
School.  Randy  Craig,  415-334-2451. 

Expert  Landscape  and  Garden  Services:  Tree 
planting,  pruning,  and  removals.  Garden  design, 
renovation,  restoration,  and  installation.  Regularly 
scheduled  general  property  and  garden  mainte¬ 
nance.  Irrigation  and  lighting  systems  installation 
and  repair.  Yard  cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too 
big  or  too  small.  Strong  attention  to  detail  and  cus¬ 
tomer  service:  15  years  of  experience.  References 
available.  Call  David  at  415-846-7581;  http.ilwww 
.shapeoftheearth.com. 

Event  Space  Available.  Noe  Valley  Ministry  has  a 
variety  of  rooms  available  for  your  special  event. 
Children  and  adult  parties.  Enclosed  playground, 
smaller  rooms  for  meetings.  Kitchen  access!  Call 
Marshall  for  information  at  282-2317. 

Catsitting  in  Noe  Valley  or  adjacent  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  Conscientious,  responsible,  tuned  in  to  ani¬ 
mals  (and  people);  retired  Noe  Valley  resident. 
Lucy.  415-282-3676. 

Vanda’s  Cleaning  Service.  Homes,  offices,  apart¬ 
ments.  Regular  service  or  one-time  cleaning  avail¬ 
able.  Professional,  reasonably  priced,  thorough,  re¬ 
liable,  and  efficient.  415-378-3734. 

Portrait  Photographer.  Black-and-white  docu¬ 
mentary  location  photography  for  those  who  wish 
to  move  beyond  the  traditional  portrait  studio.  415- 
902-6327,  www.dehrahaicla.com. 

Q  Painting  and  Waterproofing  offers  full-spec¬ 
trum  painting  services,  ranging  from  low-cost  main¬ 
tenance  of  rental  properties  to  high-quality,  detail- 
oriented  jobs.  Bonded  and  insured.  Lie  #866791. 
Call  Kristof  at  4 1 5-4 1 2- 1 642  for  a  free  painting  con¬ 
sultation  or  visit  us  at  www.cipaittt.com. 

Reliable,  Experienced  Handyman  for  your  home 
or  business.  Big  and  small  jobs:  electrical,  plumb¬ 
ing.  repair  and  assembling  of  cabinets  and  furniture, 
carpentry,  kitchen  and  bath  work,  routine  and  pre¬ 
ventative  maintenance.  Courteous  pet  lover  with  20+ 
years  of  problem-solving.  Property  management/ 
real  estate  a  specialty.  Call  Jon  Pogo,  650-303-8 171. 

Do  You  Need  Housecleaning?  We  will  do  it.  Just 
call  Sara  and  Marco,  415-310-8838. 

Portland,  Ore.,  Real  Estate:  Former  Noe  Valley 
resident  will  find  your  perfect  Portland  home!  Call 
Greg  O'Leary,  Broker,  503-929-5601.  Bridgetown 
Realty.  3320  Sandy  Boulevard.  Portland,  OR 
97232;  yrefto@hridyetownrealty.com. 

Picture-Framing — Affordable  Framing,  50  to  70 

percent  less  than  anyone  in  the  city.  Bernal  Heights. 
Phone  for  price  at  550-9248.  Douglas  Elliott.  Mu¬ 
seum  standard  framing. 


Architectural  Services:  Realize  your  home's  po¬ 
tential  today!  Neighborhood  architect  with  20  years 
of  experience  available  for  residential  or  commer¬ 
cial  renovation  and  construction.  Please  call  Brad¬ 
ley  Davidson,  A. I. A.,  415-370-8291.  Or  go  to 
hracllexclaviclsoiturchitect.com.  California  license 
#C-23I82. 

Tree  Trimming  Big  or  Small.  Free  estimates.  Call 
415-282-7369. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional,  B.A.  English.  M.S.W.  Understandable  ad¬ 
vice.  Business,  academic,  tape  and  CD  transcrip¬ 
tion.  legal;  resumes,  manuscripts.  Expert  editing. 
Fax  machine.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Per¬ 
fect  for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded  and  de¬ 
tached  with  private  deck.  Completely  furnished. 
Queen  bed  and  twin  sleeper  couch.  Fully  equipped 
kitchen.  Short-term  rental.  Minimum  two  nights. 
Non-smoking.  4 1 5-970-8 1 77.  www.heiiixyticstsf.com. 

Zeze  Housecleaning.  Housecleaning  and  organiz¬ 
ing  services.  Great  references  and  professional 
work.  Responsibility  and  dedication.  You  can  see. 
Call  us  for  free  estimate:  Kyle,  650-24.3- 1 808;  Zeze, 
650-243- 1811:  home.  650-758-487 1 .  Or  by  e-mail: 
ZezeParreira@hotmail.com. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charming 
studio  with  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  and  breakfast 
choices.  Private  entrance  (no  steps),  bath,  cable. 
Twentieth  and  Douglass  streets.  415-626-6497; 
JimDiDL@aol.com:  www  vacationreiitals. com! va¬ 
cation-rentals/  1 096 1  .htttil. 


Personal  Home  Office  Assistant.  Retired  office 
manager  offering  part-time  (4  to  1 6  hours  per  week) 
assistance.  Honest,  consistent,  accurate,  organized, 
and  self-reliant.  Computer  literate.  Have  intelli¬ 
gence,  perseverance,  and  good  problem-solving 
skills.  I’m  low-key.  personable,  and  considerate. 
Prefer  an  employer  who  shares  or  appreciates  those 
traits.  Call  Strider,  415-648-8567. 

Charming  Hotel  Alternative  in  Noe  Valley.  The 

Dolores  Studio — sunny,  furnished  space  with  pri¬ 
vate  entrance,  bathroom,  kitchenette,  satellite  TV, 
phone.  Internet.  Lovely  garden/patio.  Reasonable 
rates.  Samantha,  415-285-5677:  cloloresstudio@ 
yahoo.com. 

Does  It  Hurt  Inside?  So  bad  you  can't  let  anyone 
see?  The  passage  to  freedom  is  here.  Gentle,  prac¬ 
tical  individual  and  couples  therapy.  Lesbian/gay/ 
bisexual/straight  welcome.  Offices  in  Noe  Valley 
and  on  the  Peninsula  in  Foster  City.  Julie  Armer, 
MA.  LMFT.  Free  15-minute  phone  consultation. 
4 1 5-652-6889  or  650-34 1  -06 1 7.  Visit  my  web  site: 
www.personalchaitge.ory. 


Do  You  Need  Someone  to  Clean  Your  House? 

Someone  who  speaks  very  good  English?  I  can  help. 
Just  call  me.  Ten  years  of  experience,  seven  days  a 
week.  Erica's  Housecleaning.  Call  415-933-3213, 
or  e-mail  ericasilvaharros@hotmail.i  itm. 

Computer  Driving  You  Buggy?  We  Fix  Problems! 

25  years  of  industry  experience.  Software  or  hard¬ 
ware  consulting;  set  up  a  wireless  network  for  you. 
Can  work  with  individuals,  small/medium  busi¬ 
nesses,  or  professionals.  Patience  with  non-techni- 
cal  folks  is  a  specialty.  Rob,  244-3305.  At  your  ser¬ 
vice!  www.SFComptttech.com. 

Prepare  for  F  inals,  SATs,  and  Standardized  Tests 

with  a  learning  specialist  and  educator  with  10  years 
of  professional  experience.  Specializing  in  all  lev¬ 
els  of  math  from  pre-algebra  to  calculus  and  verbal/ 
English  skills  of  reading,  writing,  and  vocabulary 
building.  Convenient  Noe  location.  Learn  more: 
www.iiisiglit  tiitoriiiy.com.  David  Freeling.  415- 
596-0248.  $60  per  full-hour  session. 

SF’  Haul:  Junk  Removal  Service.  Construction  de¬ 
bris.  yard  waste,  unwanted  appliances,  etc.  Fast, 
professional,  responsible  construction  team.  We  use 
sanitary  landfills  and  donate  or  recycle  w  hen  possi¬ 
ble.  Imagine  it  gone!  Call  for  a  price  quote:  415- 
424-1064  or  visit  us  at  www.sjhattl.com. 

Cristina's  Cleaning  Services:  Houses,  apartments, 
and  offices.  Responsible  and  efficient.  Excellent  ref¬ 
erences  available  upon  request.  Can  clean  weekly, 
bi-weekly,  or  monthly.  Please  contact  me  at  415- 
640-0211. 

Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it's  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  415- 
285-6433  or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 

Handyman — 756-9896.  Basic  electrical,  building 
maintenance,  carpentry,  custom  cabinetry  and 
woodwork,  decks,  doors,  dry-rot  damage,  fences, 
garbage  disposals,  locks,  molding,  painting,  plumb¬ 
ing,  sheetrock,  siding,  stairs,  tile,  toilets. 

Adriano’s  Hauling  and  Cleaning:  We  love  clean¬ 
ing  your  patio,  garage,  home,  building,  storage  area, 
and  more.  Need  to  make  space  in  your  garage  or 
storage  area?  We  will  organize  it  for  you!  Free  es¬ 
timates,  honest  rates,  and  eight  years  of  service  in 
the  Noe  Valley  area.  Calf  Adriano,  415-990-4062. 

Integral  Yoga  Workshops  and  Course  Classes. 

We  have  numerous  workshops  and  course  classes 
covering  topics  such  as  stress  management,  medi¬ 
tation,  yoga  philosophy,  pranayama.  Hatha  Yoga, 
relaxation,  and  laughing  meditation.  $11  to  $15  for 
workshops.  $44  to  $66  for  course  classes.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  Street.  821-1117. 

Transpersonal  Psychotherapist  for  individuals 
and  couples.  Holistic  orientation  utilizing  Eastern 
and  Western  influences.  Explore  relationships,  self¬ 
esteem,  creativity,  and  spirituality.  Noe  Valley. 
Dean  Abramson,  L.M.F.T..  415-267-4848. 

Need  a  Writer  or  Editor?  Put  my  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  to  work.  I’m  a  published  author  and  experi¬ 
enced  copyeditor  with  an  M.A.  in  creative  writing. 
Have  worked  on  a  variety  of  projects — PR.  law 
briefs,  psych  reports,  academic  papers,  news  stories, 
etc.  415-867-1582  or  ojholer@miiidspriiig.com. 

Give  Your  Reader  a  Boost.  Experienced  reading 
recovery  teacher  will  tutor  your  child  in  English  or 
Spanish.  Reasonable  rates.  Contact  Lita  at  285-2792 
or  hlaitcalita@hotmail.com. 
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Hidden  Cottage  Bed  &  Breakfast 

415-282-4492 

www.hidden-cottage.com 


24th  Street 


Studio  /  Gallery 


Works  by  Ellen  Into 
AND  OTHER  ARTISTS 


New  Location:  4189  24th  Street 

between  Diamond  and  Castro 

415.550.8055 

Hours:  By  appointment  or  just  drop  by 


Original  art  work, 
reproductions 
and  post  cards 

Ellen  Into, 
owner  and  artist 
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CLASS  ADS 


Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modern  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  retinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  pickup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris.  415-587-3416. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  business, 
home  office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines, 
DSL,  Ethernet,  VOIP!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to 
life!  Remodel  planning.  Separate  jacks  for  room¬ 
mates.  On-time  appointments!  Free  estimates.  Noe 
Valley  resident.  Call  641-8410.  E-mail  Charlie@ 
sfphoneguy.com. 

Stereo  Repair  and  Home  Theater  Installation. 

Gene’s  Sound  Service  offers  on-site  stereo  repair: 
audio,  video,  and  home  theater  setups;  and  system 
troubleshooting.  Are  your  equipment  wires  all  a- 
jumble?  Is  your  system  difficult  to  use?  I  can  hook 
it  all  up  in  the  best  possible  way  and  write  you  clear 
instructions.  "Gene's  honest  and  knows  his  stuff,” 
says  Bobby  McFerrin.  Gene's  Sound  Service  415- 
377-1258. 

Handyman  While  Y'ou  Wait — redecorations  and 
repairs.  Tap  into  a  low-cost  service  with  long-term 
practice  in  short-notice  response  to  those  unfinished 
jobs  in  your  residence.  Seamless  plaster/sheetrock 
work,  paint  prep/matching.  The  full  complement  of 
handyman  repair  skills  can  also  be  made  available 
to’you  after  free  walk-through.  All  work  is  done  on 
a  time-and-expenses  basis  with  repeat  business  ref¬ 
erences.  Call  for  immediate  attention.  4 1 5-786-4534. 

Carpentry:  Punch  list  master.  Fast  response  for 
small  jobs.  Foundation  to  framing  to  finish.  Own 
work.  Call  Brian  Graham  at  650-219-4073. 

Vacation  Room  Rental — Upper  Noe  Valley. 

Clean,  safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family. 
Sue.  415-821-4890  or  emarsh5W8@aol.com. 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  time's  better 
spent!  www.mysnidxhiiddy.org.  Jane  Radcliffe.415- 
586-4577. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat.  cho¬ 
lesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  certifi¬ 
cates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane,  415- 
826-2 1 33;  www.peakuisine.com. 

Jazz  Guitar  Lessons/Improvisation  Theory.  Im¬ 
prove  technique  and  knowledge  of  guitar  finger¬ 
board  while  developing  your  own  style.  $45.  Bruno 
Pelletier-Bacquaert,  648-6992. 

Paris  Pleasure!  One-Bedroom  Apartment  in  the 

heart  of  the  Marais  (Fourth  District)  sleeps  four. 
www.viho.coni/89108,  call  415-728-7975. 

Beyond  Coaching.  Discover/renew  your  life  jour¬ 
ney:  the  unique  purpose  you  can  express  with  in¬ 
tegrity,  passion,  and  courage.  Make  difficult  transi¬ 
tions,  overcome  obstacles  to  core  spiritual  values. 
Licensed  psychotherapist  practicing  29  years.  I  of¬ 
fer:  bioenergetics  for  body-based  emotional  healing. 
EMDR,  hypnosis.  Transpersonal  for  the  real  world. 
Experienced  as  work  coach  and  dealing  with  a  wide 
range  of  family  and  organizational  dysfunction.  Af¬ 
fordable.  Judy  Wyatt,  license  #MFTI9251.  415- 
282-8930. 

Sunny,  Quiet  Guest  Apartment  in  Bernal  Heights. 
Perfect  for  your  visiting  family  and  friends  or  your 
temporary  quarters  while  remodeling.  Private  en¬ 
trance,  full  kitchen,  cable  and  wireless  access,  close 
to  Cortland  Avenue,  transportation,  and  shopping. 
Call  415-647-0945  or  e-mail  ellsworthhousesf@ 
comcasi.net. 


Professional  Noe  Valley  Business  Seeks  a  small  of¬ 
fice  space  to  lease  or  occupy  within  an  existing  pro¬ 
fessional  business.  Must  be  able  to  provide  signage 
for  visibility  to  the  publ  ic.  Please  call  4 1 5-97 1  - 1 059 
or  650-345-8600. 

PC  Tutoring:  Introduction  to  Windows,  Word,  Ex¬ 
cel,  PowerPoint,  and  Publisher  by  a  very  patient 
community  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  1 1/2 
hours  for  $45.  820-1670;  cfehcom@gmail.com. 

Experienced  Architect  will  help  you  realize  the 
best  potential  for  your  residential  building  when  re¬ 
modeling  or  expanding.  Licensed  architect  for  over 
29  years.  Free  initial  consultation  on  any  project. 
Call  Mike  Hager  at  415-285-7409. 

Beautiful  Garden  Flat,  Short-Term  Rental.  All 

amenities.  One-bedroom  flat  suitable  for  one  or  two 
people.  Very  quiet,  private,  overlooking  lovely  gar¬ 
den.  Tastefully  furnished,  completely  self-con¬ 
tained,  with  own  entry,  phone,  etc.  Two  DSL  con¬ 
nections.  Even  a  good  spinet  piano!  Minimum  stay 
of  two  weeks;  prefer  longer.  Call  415-821-4872, 
visit  www.sanfrancisco-victorian.com.  or  e-mail 
Wotan2u@aol.com.  $2,600  per  month,  all-inclu¬ 
sive,  or  $850  weekly  if  less  than  a  month. 


Support  Group  for  Adult  Women  of  aging  parents 
meets  weekly,  Noe  Valley.  Led  by  Marianne  LaRuf- 
fa.  MFT,  415-637-5815. 

Carpentry — Design.  20+  Years  Experience.  In¬ 
door/outdoor  trellis.  Retrofit,  bathrooms,  decks. 
Finish  carpentry,  additions.  Windows.  Great  refer¬ 
ences.  415-200-7642.  Jeffrey. 

Low  Voltage!  Systems.  Telephone/voicemail  sys¬ 
tems.  Intercom  and  door-entry  systems.  Video  se¬ 
curity  systems,  home  entertainment,  cabling  and 
jacks  for  telephones,  Cat  5/6  computer,  sound, 
video.  Business  and  residential.  Humane  rates.  Li¬ 
cense  #796389.  Kent@allwired.net.  468-9400. 

Drop-In  Hatha  Yoga.  Learn  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  breathing,  and  meditation  techniques. 
We  offer  Beginners,  Intermediate,  and  Advanced 
Hatha  Yoga,  as  well  as  Restorative  Yoga,  Neck  and 
Shoulders,  HIV.  and  Gentle  Yoga  classes.  Classes 
daily.  $11  ($8  for  first  class  and  seniors).  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  4 1 5-82 1-1117. 

Phil's  Window  Cleaning  Service,  where  quality, 
integrity,  and  customers  come  first.  Free  estimates 
for  residential/commercial.  415-668-8310. 

Joel  Mahan  Guitar  and  Mandolin  Studio.  Con¬ 
venient  location  at  22nd  and  Guerrero  streets.  Spe¬ 
cializing  in  rock,  pop,  and  folk.  Learn  the  songs  you 
want  to  play!  Acoustic  guitar,  electric  guitar.  Man¬ 
dolin  and  bass  lessons  for  adults  and  teenagers.  Con¬ 
tact  jmmahan@earthiink.net  or  call  648-8892  for 
information  and  referrals.  MIT  and  San  Francisco 
Conservatory  alumnus. 


Southsider  Book  Club:  Our  group  has  been  oscil¬ 
lating  between  fiction  and  nonfiction  on  a  monthly 
basis  for  six  years.  We  enjoy  potlucks  based  on  the 
locales  of  the  books  we  read.  Check  it  out!  Iisa@ 
lisaryers.com,  415-550-9029. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans:  Calistoga/St. 
Helena.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(maximum).  Decks  with  views  of  stream,  woods,  and 
meadow.  Fireplace  wood  supplied;  30  acres,  trails, 
all-year  stream.  Dogs  okay.  Three-night  weekend, 
$400.  Seven  nights,  $700.  Additional  nights  after 
seven,  $90.  Discount  for  repeat  guests.  4 1 5-647-3052. 
Photos,  http.il home. earthlink.net/~springmount/. 

Space  Rental.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez 
Street  at  23rd  Street,  has  space  to  rent  for  birthday 
or  anniversary  parties,  lectures,  workshops,  teach¬ 
ing,  concerts,  and  office  space.  Visit  our  web  site: 
www.noevalleyministrv.org  or  telephone  415- 
282-2317. 

Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee.  20  years  of 
teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun,  reasonable.  Mark,  282-8244;  www.kennedv 
musicstudio.com. 

Personal  Assistance:  Shopping  Organizing,  chil¬ 
dren's  parties,  art  painting,  cooking  Brazilian  or  Pe¬ 
ruvian  food.  Simone,  415-806-7877.  funkydiva 
94  ll2@yahoo.com . 

Tellington  TTouch  for  Your  Companion  Animal. 

Holistic  approach  effective  for  physical,  emotional, 
and  mental  concerns.  Certified  TTouch  practition¬ 
er.  Anne  Snowball.  415-826-214.7  apsnowbaU@ 
aol.com.  www.ttouch.com. 

Living  Tai  Chi  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation.  Qigong. 
Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive.  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  6  p.m.,  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez.  Mornings  by  appointment,  10:15  a.m. 
Please  call  for  location.  $5  introduction  (Mondays 
excluded).  Chris  Sequeira.  practicing  since  1973. 650- 
756-6857;  415-773-8185;  www.livingtaichisf.com. 

Clean  and  Natural:  Excellent  references.  Envi¬ 
ronmentally  concerned  since  1998.  Weekly,  bi¬ 
weekly,  deep  cleaning.  Free  estimate.  Call  Simone, 
415-806-7877. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  patient 
teacher  with  many  years  of  experience.  Lessons  tai¬ 
lored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  training,  theory,  clas¬ 
sical  or  popular  repertoire.  Barbara  Bannett,  64Xl 
1007. 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  stories,  poems,  and  essays.  Write 
lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com  or  send  manuscript, 
plus  name,  phone,  and  e-mail  to  Noe  Valley  Voice. 

1 02 1  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 1 4.  In¬ 
clude  SASE  if  you  need  materials  returned. 

No  Time  for  Housework?  You  Need  a  Maid  to 

Help!  Thorough,  efficient,  reliable,  excellent  refer¬ 
ences!  We  do  the  kind  of  cleaning  you  wish  you  had 
time  to  do  yourself.  Attention  to  details,  efficient 
methods  with  old-fashioned  standards.  We  dean 
homes,  offices,  apartments,  kitchens,  baths,  win¬ 
dows,  floors,  rugs,  stoves,  refrigerators,  and  ovens. 
My  name  is  Kathia.  My  cell  phone  number  is  415- 
238-0042. 


Repairs  with  a  Woman’s  Touch.  Handywoman 
Julie  will  repair  those  inside  and  outside  problems 
you  aren't  getting  to  and  wish  you  could.  Gel  reli¬ 
able,  friendly,  and  creative  help  now.  Picture-hang¬ 
ing.  window  repairs,  lock  replacement,  door  ad¬ 
justments,  furniture  assembly.  baby-proofing,  minor 
plumbing,  and  electrical.  Call  Julie  Panger.  Repairs 
with  a  Woman's  Touch.  415-517-4013. 

Bethany  UMC  Has  Rental  Space!  Our  social  hall, 
which  includes  a  stage,  rents  for  $40  per  hour  for 
one-time  usage,  less  if  the  event  is  ongoing.  Avail¬ 
able  Tuesday  through  Thursday  evenings,  various 
weekday  mornings,  and  some  Saturdays,  day  or 
evening.  Contact  us  at  hello@hethanysf.org. 


How  to  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number  of 
words  by  40f  per  word,  and  send  us 
a  check  or  money  order  for  the  total 
amount.  (Note  that  a  phone  number, 
including  area  code,  counts  as  one 
word.)  Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the  month 
in  which  you'd  like  to  advertise.  The 
address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice  Class 
Ads,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94114.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  Ads  by  phone 
or  e-mail.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Valley 
Voice  publishes  10  months  a  year. 
(We're  on  vacation  in  January  and 
August.)  If  you  place  the  same  class 
ad  in  10  issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a 
10  percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the  total 
amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  July/August 
2007  issue,  distributed  in  Noe  Valley 
the  first  week  of  July.  The  deadline 
for  Class  Ads  is  June  15,  2007. 

Note:  The  Class  Ads  are  displayed  for 
one  month  on  our  web  site: 
www.noevalleyvoice.com  (two 
months  for  the  July/August  issue). 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in  mind 
that  only  the  first  few  words  of  the  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line  of  type)  will  . 
be  set  in  bold.  Also,  receipts  and  tear 
sheets  will  be  provided  only  if  your 
order  is  accompanied  by  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope.  Thank 
you  for  your  support. 


A  Winning  Combination! 


Eileen  Birmingham 


Alice  Micklewright 


415.345.3186 


415.753.3081 


ebermingham@pacunion.com 


amicklewright@pacunion.com 


10-year  Noe  resident 
Seniors  Real  Estate  Specialist 
Upper  Noe  Neighbors  Board 
Church  Street  Business 

Friends  of  30th  Street/ 

On  Lok 


Over  20  years  in  real  estate 
Seniors  Real  Estate  Specialist 
PU  Community  Fund  Board 

Underground  Wiring 
Campaign 

Numerous  Noe 
Valley  Sales 


Working  for  Our  Clients  and  Community 


4001  24th  St  at  Noe  St 
San  Francisco 
4  1  5-282-786  1 
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INTIMATE; SIMPLE  AND 
UNDENIABLY  GLOBAL 


|  menus  and  more  visit  pomelosf.com 


outer  noe  valley 

1793  church  street  san  francisco  ca  94131  /  415  285  2257 
brunch:  Saturday  and  Sunday  10:00  -  2:30 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 

inner  sunset 

92  judah  street  san  francisco  ca  94122  /  415  731  6175 
lunch:  monday  to  friday  1 1 :30  -  2:00 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 

pomelo 

JL  REFRESHINGLY  GLOBAL 


SERVING 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
SINCE  1977 


4050  24th  Street  ~  Son  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-2665  ~  selectaautobody.com 


Alice's 

RESTAURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 
WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 

<§> 

Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  p.m. 


on-the-spot,  garden  design 
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by  deanna  glory 
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REGISTER  NOW 

CLASSES 
AVAILABLE 

WWW.RUBYSCLAYSTUDIO.ORC 
PLEASE  SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  ARTISTS  AT 

RUBY’S  CLAY  STUDIO 

552-A  NOE  STREET  between  18th  and  19th  •  (415)  558-9819 


RUBY’S 


C  w  Prrp-rswn 

CLAY  STUDIO 
SL  GALLERY 


•  O'  Greenberg's  Pub  • 

Celebrating  our  22nd  year  as  "The  only  pub  on  Dolores  Street" 


Featuring 
Direct  TV  on 
six  TVs 
including  two 
Big  Screens 


See  all  NFL 
Games 


IP51  ir— r- 

i  S-41  *  T 
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9  B 

1  I  ;  1  M  m 

Two 

Dart  Rooms 


Fifteen 
beers  on  tap 


1600  Dolores  Street  (at  the  comer  of  29th  and  Dolores) 
415-695-9216 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Flower  Power 


By  Mazook 

FLYING  PLANTERS:  When  you’re 
strolling  down  24th  Street,  look  up. 
Downtown  Noe  Valley  is  blooming  with 
floral  displays  hanging  from  poles  along 
24th  from  Diamond  to  Church.  The  Noe 
Valley  Association  (NVA)  has  achieved 
one  of  the  goals  it  set  early  in  its  1 8-month 
existence:  to  decorate  our  commercial 
strip  with  flowers. 

At  the  beginning  of  May,  the  flower 
baskets  went  up  at  the  intersections  of 
24th  and  Church,  24th  and  Castro,  24th 
and  Diamond,  and  Castro  and  Jersey. 
Bonus  blooms  are  hanging  in  front  of  Bell 
Market  and  the  Just  for  Fun  gift  store. 

Debra  Niemann,  NVA  director,  says 
the  association  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  the  County  Garden  Nursery,  located 
in  a  little  Oregon  town  called  McMin¬ 
nville  (on  Poverty  Bend  Road).  The  nurs¬ 
ery  came  down  and  installed  the  planters, 
and  will  provide  new  floral  arrangements 
every  six  months.  The  plants  will  be  wa¬ 
tered  regularly  and  attended  to  by  a  crew 
headed  by  Bryan  and  Mary  McCue  (MJM 
Management),  who  have  been  keeping 
24th  Street’s  sidewalks  clean  of  trash  and 
debris  and  our  walls  free  of  graffiti  for 
more  than  a  year. 

In  order  to  get  the  baskets  put  up,  Nie¬ 
mann  had  to  get  permits  from  Muni,  the 
Department  of  Public  Works,  and  the 
Public  Utilities  Commission.  But  it  was 
worth  it,  she  says.  “We  are  all  about  be¬ 
ing  clean  and  green,  and  we  hope  every¬ 
one  enjoys  them.” 

Niemann  also  wants  everyone  to  know 


that  the  NVA  has  hired  a  gardener  who 
will  take  care  of  the  136  trees  planted  in 
Downtown  Noe  Valley  in  September  and 
April. 

The  NVA,  a  “community  benefit  dis¬ 
trict”  funded  by  property  owners  along 
24th  Street,  was  the  brainchild  of  Friends 
of  Noe  Valley,  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
Association,  and  Noe  Valley’s  oldest 
neighborhood  association,  the  East  & 
West  of  Castro  Street  Improvement  Club, 
founded  in  1904.  The  masthead  on  that 
group’s  newsletter  declares  that  the  club 
is  “dedicated  to  the  safety,  cleanliness, 
and  well-being  of  our  community.” 

East  &  West  isn’t  very  active  anymore, 
but  in  its  first  1 0  decades  the  club  was  a 
force  to  be  reckoned  with.  It  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  getting  the  valley’s  dirt  roads 
paved  and  in  adding  streetcar  lines  to  the 
neighborhood  (we  used  to  have  a  street¬ 
car  on  24th  Street,  and  another  climbing 
over  the  Castro  hill  to  Eureka  Valley). 

In  the  1 920s,  East  &  West  got  the  city 
to  buy  an  old  rock  quarry  and  turn  it  into 
Douglass  Park.  During  the  ’70s  and  ’80s, 
East  &  West’s  “first  secretary,”  the  inde¬ 
fatigable  Fred  Methner,  drove  around 
with  brushes  and  paint  cans  in  his  car  so 
he  could  jump  out  and  paint  over  graffiti 
on  neighborhood  homes  and  storefronts. 
In  the  past  40  years,  Douglass  Street  res¬ 
ident  Paul  Kantus  has  carried  on  the  club’s 
activist  tradition.  He  helped  found  the 
Noe  Valley  Archives,  a  valuable  collec¬ 
tion  of  photos  and  memorabilia  preserv¬ 
ing  our  local  history. 

©as 

SOMETHING  CONCRETE:  The  flower 
baskets  in  front  of  Just  for  Fun  will  soon 
be  hanging  over  a  new  “green”  sidewalk, 
says  NVA  Green  Committee  co-chair 
David  Eiland  (who  is  also  co-owner  of 
Just  for  Fun). 

“Our  landlord  has  given  us  the  go- 
ahead  to  install  a  porous  or  permeable 
concrete  sidewalk  [in  front  of  the  store], 
which  looks  like  regular  concrete  except 
it  will  absorb  the  rainwater  and  any  pol¬ 
lutants  rather  than  send  it  into  the  sewers 
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^Mexican  Grille 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

¥  Broiled  Salmon  Burritos  ¥  Delicious  Chicken  Mole  ■¥■ 
-¥■  Wonderful  Enchiladas  *  COCHINITA  PlBIL  Pork* 

-¥■  Cactus  Burritos  -¥■  Fantastic  Grilled  Quesadillas  * 
■¥■  Grilled  Seafood  Specials  -¥• 

Great  Tacos  *  Variety  of  Vegetarian  Dishes 

¥  New  Maya  Tamales  ¥ 

()Zec/  Out  — 

<7or  t/e  Sftrst  ZZZme// 

*  Great  Atmosphere!  * 

Open  Everyday  *  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-0477 


and  down  to  the  Mission  District  and  into 
the  Bay,”  says  Eiland.  “We  hope  this  will 
be  a  model  project  for  the  rest  of  the 
neighborhood.” 

This  new  eco-technology  is  catching 
on  in  other  Bay  Area  communities,  which 
are  testing  porous  parking  lots,  streets, 
and  driveways.  (Menlo  Park  has  paved 
one  of  its  public  parking  lots  with  a  grant 
from  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Regional  Wa¬ 
ter  Quality  Control  Board.) 

Eiland,  with  help  from  the  locally 
based  non-profit  Urban  Ecology  (which 
has  been  working  with  the  NVA  on  the 
greening  of  24th  Street),  is  wending  his 
way  through  the  city  bureaucracy,  which 
means  he’s  having  lots  of  discussions 
withDPW,  Stormwater  Management,  and 
the  Public  Utilities  Commission. 

“Hopefully,  we  will  get  through  the 
process,”  he  says,  noting,  “on  one  day  in 
May,  there  were  27  e-mails — everyone  is 
weighing  in  on  this  project.” 

s  s  s 

WE  SEE  THE  LIGHT:  Also  going  green 
in  May  were  two  Downtown  Noe  Valley 
merchants:  Carol  Yenne,  who  owns  Small 
Frys  children’s  clothing  store  on  24th,  and 
Donna  Davis,  owner  of  the  jewelry  shop 
Forbeadin  (at  Church  and  24th).  As  role 
models  for  the  Merchants  Association, 
both  are  volunteering  to  test  more  energy- 
efficient  lighting  systems  at  their  stores. 

Yenne  says  she  tried  using  energy- 
saver  lights  1 0  years  ago,  “but  we  stopped 
after  about  a  month,  since  there  just  wasn’t 
enough  light  coming  out.”  The  new  light¬ 
ing  system  she  is  trying  now  “definitely 
has  much  more  light,  but  we  will  be  us¬ 
ing  a  mirrored  bulb  for  better  lighting  of 
our  displays.” 

Davis  reports  she  is  very  happy  with 
her  new  eco-lighting  system.  “I’ve  only 
had  it  three  weeks,  but  I  love  it.  I  was  very 
apprehensive  at  first,  because  I  have  gem 
stones  and  I  knew  the  light  from  fluores- 
cents  was  harsh  and  irritatingly  blue,”  she 
says.  “But  they’ve  now  come  out  with 
much  warmer  fluorescents  that  are  so  far 
ahead  of  our  old  conception  of  what  a  flu¬ 


orescent  light  is.” 

Davis  says  her  lights  are  from  Friel  En¬ 
ergy  Solutions,  and  she  got  a  deal  on  them 
by  going  to  San  Francisco  Energy  Watch 
(http://sfenergywatch.org),  which  is  a 
city-PG&E  partnership. 

“They  will  link  you  with  a  company 
that  will  come  out  and  replace  all  your  old 
bulbs  and  give  them  to  you  at  wholesale 
cost.  But  you  have  to  do  it  through  S.F. 
Energy  Watch,”  she  says. 

Evidently,  the  whole  neighborhood  is 
starting  to  use  the  new  fluorescent  lights. 
Walgreen ’s  had  a  sale  on  the  Feit  Electric 
EcoBulb — a  four-pack  for  the  rather  re¬ 
markable  price  of  $1.99— and  quickly 
sold  out.  Tuggey ’s  Hardware  also  sold  out 
of  the  “Mini-Twist”  lights  manufactured 
by  Lights  of  America,  but  the  store  may 
have  received  a  new  shipment  by  the  time 
you  read  this. 

The  buzz  over  eco-lighting  was  started 
by  Noe  Valleyans  for  Community  and  So¬ 
cial  Justice,  a  group  of  activists  who  are 
hoping  to  make  Noe  Valley  “Green  and 
Fair-Trade  Central.”  They  have  produced 
a  pamphlet  that  is  being  spread  around  the 
neighborhood  “to  increase  community 
awareness  of  social  and  ecological  busi¬ 
ness  practices  that  will  both  make  it  more 
meaningful  to  live  and  work  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  and  make  it  more  profitable  as  well 
for  our  local  merchants,  whom  we  want 
to  support  by  attracting  socially  conscious 
consumers  from  throughout  the  Bay 
Area.”  To  make  Noe  Valley  a  destination 
point  for  “consumers  with  a  conscience,” 
the  group  is  asking  local  shops  (and  shop¬ 
pers)  to  sell  (buy)  fair-traded  items  and 
avoid  selling  (buying)  “sweatshop-pro¬ 
duced  products.” 

©  ©  © 

GROUPTHERAPY:  The  members  of  the 
newly  formed  Church  Street  Profession¬ 
als  are  also  very  active  these  days. 

As  many  of  you  know,  Church  Street 
shops  conducted  a  book  sale  on  May  1 1 
to  benefit  the  Noe  Valley  Library  on  Jer- 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

Smog  CEieck  &  Repair  Available  7  Days 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  "Do-It-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  ♦  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work  at 
Honest  Prices 


State  of  California 

LICENSED 

0 


INSPECTION  & 
REPAIR  STATION 


•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  inspection  Service 

•  Emissions  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 
■  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters  •  Check  Engine  Light 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability  Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 


SHIELD 


& 

BBB 

f 


since  1978 

(415)  285-8588 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  1 8th),  S.F.,  CA  941 1 0 
Between  Harrison  &  Bryant  Streets 
All  Major  Credit  Cards  &  ATM  Accepted 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


OFFICIAL  GROSS  POLLUTER 
CERTIFICATION  STATION 

We  can  repair  &  retest 
smog  failures  from 
'Test-Only'' Stations 


FREE 

($60  Value) 

BRAKE  &  SAFETY 
INSPECTION 


OIL  CHANGE 


54  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  June  2007 


CONTINUED  FROM  PREVIOUS  PAGE 

sey  Street.  Church  Street  Professional  and 
Artery  art  studio  owner  Paula  Benton  is 
glad  to  report  that  the  sale  raised  $2,250. 
About  1 ,000  leftover  books  will  be  donat¬ 
ed  to  the  San  Francisco  Library,  to  be  sold 
at  its  annual  used-book  sale. 

In  other  group  news,  the  Upper  Noe 
Neighbors  held  its  monthly  meeting  on 
the  last  day  of  May,  as  this  paper  was  go¬ 
ing  to  press.  Everyone  was  anxious  to 
hear  from  the  developer  what  the  plans 
were  for  our  landmark  “Blue  Church,"  on 
the  corner  of  Church  and  28th.  The  struc¬ 
ture  was  originally  a  movie  theater  called 
the  Del  Mar  when  it  was  built  in  1 9 1 6,  but 
it  has  been  a  Pentacostal  church  for 
decades.  When  the  developer  first  ap¬ 
peared  at  a  UNN  meeting  last  year,  the 
plan  was  to  demolish  Big  Blue  and  erect 
six  residential  units  and  one  commercial 
space,  “starting  in  April  2007.”  But  the 
place  is  still  standing. 

Also  at  the  May  3 1  meeting,  the  Upper 
Noe  group  heard  from  a  developer  who 
has  mixed-use  plans  for  the  old  Kelly- 
Moore  paint  store  site  at  Cesar  Chavez, 
nee  Army,  and  Mission  streets,  which 
many  of  us  pass  daily  on  the  way  to  the 
freeway.  Representatives  of  Friends  of 
Noe  Valley  Rec  Center  also  attended  the 
meeting,  to  tell  us  what  the  new  play¬ 
ground  will  look  like  after  renovations  at 
the  park  are  completed. 

S  S  S 

SQUEEZE  PLAY:  The  loss  of  Upper 
Noe  Rec  Center  for  the  ’07  baseball  sea¬ 
son  has  affected  a  lot  of  Noe  Valley  kids. 
Parents  have  sent  e-mail  complaints  to  the 
Rec  and  Park  Department  through  our  su¬ 
pervisor.  Bevan  Dufty,  regarding  where 
ball  players  can  and  cannot  practice. 

The  complaints  multiplied  at  the  be¬ 


ginning  of  May,  when  Rec  and  Park,  with¬ 
out  any  warning,  removed  the  baseball 
backstop,  the  pitcher’s  mound,  and  home 
plate  at  another  neighborhood  park,  Up¬ 
per  Douglass  Park,  which  has  had  a  base¬ 
ball  diamond  since  it  opened  in  1928. 

As  you  Voice  readers  know,  Upper 
Douglass  has  been  an  official  “off-leash 
dog  play  area”  since  2005  (really  since 
2003).  Still,  the  spacious  park  has  contin¬ 
ued  to  be  enjoyed  by  local  kids  and  par¬ 
ents,  in  addition  to  dogs  and  their  best 
friends.  For  the  record,  the  city  policy 
states  that  “off-leash  use  does  not  pre¬ 
clude  other  use  in  these  areas'. . . .  The  pub¬ 
lic  can  use  [the  dog  play  areas]  at  their 
discretion.” 

Although  the  field  was  far  from  ideal 
for  games,  many  people  felt  they  could 
occasionally  use  the  diamond  to  bat  balls 
with  their  kids,  as  long  as  they  checked  it 
out  with  the  dog  owners.  To  most  ob¬ 
servers,  the  two  groups — dog  people  and 
baseball  people — were  co-existing  nicely. 

Earlier  this  year,  however,  some  dog 
owners  complained  to  Rec  and  Park  that 
the  fly  balls  were  becoming  a  danger  to 
their  pups.  Evidently,  Rec  and  Park  agreed. 

That  left  Day  Street  Park  (a.k.a.  Upper 
Noe  or  Noe  Valley  Rec  Center)  as  the  only 
place  in  Noe  Valley  with  a  baseball  dia¬ 
mond,  but  that  park  has  been  closed  for 
months  and  will  be  until  the  rec  center’s  ren¬ 
ovation  is  finished  sometime  next  year. 

Somehow,  I  don’t  think  we  have  heard 
the  last  of  this. 

a  s  s 

BERRY  GOOD:  Construction  should 
start  soon  on  a  new  eatery  on  Castro 
across  from  Walgreen’s,  in  the  space  once 
occupied  by  Castro  Computer.  Brett 
Emerson,  chef/owner  of  the  new  Olallie, 
says  that  after  a  10- month  planning  and 
permit  stage,  the  contractors  should  be  ar¬ 
riving  in  July  and  the  opening  ceremonies 
held  “by  winter.” 

Emerson  last  worked  in  the  kitchen  of 
Eccolo  on  Fourth  Street  in  Berkeley,  un¬ 
der  Chef  Christopher  Lee  from  Chez 


Panisse.  He  says  that  the  Olallie  menu 
will  change  daily  and  “will  be  all  about 
farm-to-table  deliveries.”  That  means  the 
food  will  be,  as  much  as  possible,  local¬ 
ly  produced. 

Although  the  Olallieberry  was  created 
in  Oregon  in  1935,  it’s  quite  famous  in 
Sweden.  “You  can  pick  them  yourself,” 
says  Emerson.  Olallies  are  a  cross  be¬ 
tween  a  blackberry  and  a  European  red 
raspberry,  in  case  you  wondered. 

S  ©  ® 

FOSTER  CARE  FINDS  A  HOME:  Fam¬ 
ily  Builders,  a  foster-care  and  adoption 
agency  based  in  Oakland  and  operating 
for  more  than  30  years,  has  moved  one  of 
its  branch  offices  into  the  ground  floor  of 
the  Lunny  Building,  the  two-year-old 
modern  Victorian  across  from  Bell  Mar¬ 
ket  on  24th  Street. 

The  Family  Builders  satellite  office 
will  be  the  home  of  Adoption  S.F.,  the  of¬ 
ficial  adoption  program  for  children  who 
wind  up  in  the  city’s  foster-care  system. 
“We  do  recruitment  and  preparation  of  the 
families  who  want  to  adopt  children  from 
the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,” 
explains  Jill  Jacobs,  executive  director  of 
Family  Builders. 

Jacobs  says  she  found  out  about  the 
space  on  a  tip  from  Supervisor  Dufty.  “It 
kind  of  fell  into  our  laps,”  says  Jacobs. 
“We  are  especially  happy  to  be  in  Noe 
Valley  because  our  families  will  really 
like  coming  to  this  neighborhood  and 
community  when  they  come  see  us  about 
Adoption  S.F.” 

The  program,  which  matches  kids  with 
families  of  all  stripes — including  LGBT 
parents,  single  parents,  renters,  and  mid¬ 
dle-income  folks — anticipates  doing  40 
to  50  adoptions  per  year.  At  the  present 
time,  there  are  about  1 ,700  kids — ages  0 
to  17 — in  foster  care  in  San  Francisco, 
“and  about  60  percent  need  permanent 
families,”  Jacobs  says. 

For  more  info,  e-mail  adoptions @fam- 
ilybuilders.org  or  drop  by  Suite  C2  in  the 
Lunny  Building,  3953  24th  Street. 


s  s  s 

SHORT  SHRIFTS:  It’s  nice  to  see  T.J. 
Jackovich  back  home  at  Chloe’s  Restau¬ 
rant,  on  the  corner  of  Church  and  26th. 
The  last  time  he  worked  there,  in  1997, 
he  waited  tables,  and  now,  in  2007,  he’s 
the  manager.  He  was  called  back  from  his 
temporary  digs  in  Seattle  when  Chloe’s 
popular  chef  Kris  Weingard  died  in  De¬ 
cember. 

The  rumor  that  MoBu  is  going  to  move 
its  dance  studio  from  23rd  and  Sanchez 
sadly  are  true.  The  doors  will  close  June 
15,  and  dance  teacher  Takami  Craddock 
is  scouting  for  a  new  Noe  Valley  spot.  “We 
are  looking  right  now,  and  hopefully  we 
can  find  something  nearby,”  says  Crad¬ 
dock,  “soon.” 

Rumors  about  Bell  are  always  cook¬ 
ing.  The  one  on  the  front  burner  now  is 
that  Ralphs  will  close  the  supermarket 
when  the  lease  is  up,  in  April  2009,  even 
though  this  is  the  Southern  California 
chain’s  most  profitable  store  per  square 
foot.  Then,  the  rumor  goes,  the  building 
will  be  demolished  and  a  mixed-use 
building  will  go  up  with  a  supermarket  on 
the  ground  floor.  Probably  not  Ralphs, 
though. 

ass 

OYE,  COMO  VA:  Carlos  Santana  ap¬ 
peared  at  James  Lick  Middle  School,  his 
alma  mater,  on  May  12,  and  helped  ded¬ 
icate  the  school’s  75th-anniversary  proj¬ 
ect:  a  peace  and  art  garden  at  the  school’s 
Noe  Street  entrance.  The  music  star  did¬ 
n’t  play  or  sing,  but  he  signed  a  lot  of  au¬ 
tographs  (and  at  least  one  guitar)  and  he 
gave  an  inspiring  speech. 

The  crowd  roared  when  Santana,  true 
to  his  ’60s  roots,  said,  “The  same  thing 
that  happened  in  Vietnam  is  happening 
again  now  in  Iraq  with  that  stupid,  idiot- 
face  Bush.”  Go  out  and  march  for  peace, 
Santana  told  the  students.  “You  have  the 
capacity  to  create  peace  on  earth  now. 
Don’t  leave  it  to  the  man.  Stick  it  to  the 
man!” 

THAT’S  30,  FOLKS.  ■ 


Now  Open  in  Glen  Park 

•  Groceries  •  Meat  &  Fish  •  Fresh  Produce 

•  Flowers  •  Coffee  Bar  •  Wine,  Beer,  Spirits 
•  Body  Care  &  Wellness  •  Prepared  Foods 

•  Our  Own  Fresh  Baked  Bread 

...AND  MUCH  MORE! 


Hours  of  Operation 

Daily  Newspapers 

Monday  -  Sunday 

Community  Board 

7  a.m.  -  8  p.m. 

Coffee  Bar  Opens  at  7  a.m. 

Patio  Seating 

Every  Day 

Wells  Fargo  ATM  open  24  hrs. 

2815  Diamond  St.  at  Wilder  St. 

San  Francisco  94131 


(415)  586-9999  fax  (415)  586-6999 
canyon.market@gmail.com 


SUMMER  foyeT  SH0P 
leading  Noe 

SPECIALS  VALLEY 

book§ellers 


Ask  About  Our 


FREE  DELIVERY! 


1307  Castro  @  24th  St. 

415/282-8080 

www.covertocoversf.com 
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DENNIS  OTTO'S  RECENT  SALES  AND  LISTINGS  IN  NOE  VALLEY 


3878  22nd  Street 
Sold  3/15/07 
$1,025,000 
Represented  Seller 


3732  23rd  Street,  #2 
Sold  2/28/07 
$475,000 
Represented  Seller 


971  Florida  Street 

Sold  4/25/07 
$1,550,000 
Represented  Seller 


361  Fair  Oaks 

Sold  5/14/07 
$1,100,000 
Represented  Seller 


462  Sanchez  Street 
Sold  3/29/07 
$850,000 

Represented  Buyer 


1 344-1346  York  Street 
Offered  at  $1,275,000 
Sale  Pending 
Representing  Seller 


1211  Dolores  Street 
Offered  at  $995,000 
Sale  Pending 
Representing  Seller 


494  Libertv'  Street 
Offered  a  $  1 ,050,000 
Sale  Pending 
Representing  Seller 


DENNIS  OTTO 

415.345.2570 

dotto@pacunion.com 

www.dennisotto.net 


www.pacunion.com  (:hri stie’s 

SAN  FRANCISCO  |  MARIN  |  NAPA  |  SONOMA  |  CONTRA  COSTA  |  AlAMEDA  C’iKEAI  ES  TATES 


LIVE  HEALTHY. 
BUILD  GREEN. 


DESIGN 

SOLUTIONS 

earth-friendly  concepts 


www.sfdesignsolutions.com 

4291  24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

Ph:  415.648.6561  •  Fax:  415.643.8572  •  CU766125 


Build  It  Green 


•  There  are  many  reasons  to  build  green. ..concern  for 
the  environment,  energy  savings  and  healthier  living. 

•  Our  design  team  will  provide  all  of  the  latest  options 
to  maximize  your  space  while  using  the  finest 
renewable  resources  available. 

•  Visit  our  "environmentally  friendly"  Noe  Valley 
show-room,  showcasing  green  cabinet  lines  with 
non-toxic  finishes,  counter  tops,  tile  and  flooring. 


TAKING  YOUR 
FIRST  STEP  TO  A 
HEALTHY  FUTURE 


•  As  Certified  Green  Building  Professionals,  Design 
Solutions  offers  unique  expertise  and  services  to 
create  a  healthier,  more  functional  home. 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables.  541-0344,  ext.  230 
E-mail:  capa@ home4us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month. 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  100 
Collingwood  St..  7:30  p.m. 

Church  Street  Professionals 

Contacts:  Lynn  Ingham,  643-5966, 
or  Paula  Benton,  248-0235 
E-mail:  hentonp@sprynet.com 
Meetings:  Third  Monday,  every  other 
month.  Location  varies. 

Diamond  Heights  Community 
Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529, 

San  Francisco.  CA94131 

Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30 

p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
Meetings:  Board  meetings  bimonthly;  mem¬ 
bership  semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 

Contacts:  Pat  Lockhart,  282-9360: 

Diane  McCarney.  824-0303:  or 
Deanna  Mooney.  82 1  -4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St.. 

San  Francisco,  C  A  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St.. 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
Meetings:  Irregular,  call  to  confirm. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 

Contact:  Lion  Barnett.  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137. 

San  Francisco.  CA  94 1 1 4 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  the  month 
(except  December).  Eureka  Valley  Recrea¬ 
tion  Center.  100  Collingwood  St..  7:30  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Joyce  Kurtz.  401-6362 
Mailing  Address:  261  Fair  Oaks  St..  San 
Francisco.  CA  94110 


Meetings:  Call  for  information.  Note:  The 
annual  Fair  Oaks  Street  Fair  is  held  the  day 
before  Mother’s  Day. 

Fairmount  Heights  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  Gregg  Brooks 
E-mail:  sflyrii  @yahoo.coni 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31059,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  details. 

Friends  of  Dolores  Park  Playground 

Contact:  Eli  Merritt.  415-285-3774 
E-mai  I :  emcrr@earlhlink.net 
Mailing  Address:  3786  20th  St.,  San 
Francisco.  C A  94 1 1 0 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information. 

Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Courts  Playground 

Contact:  Laura  Norman 
E-mail:  laitranor@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
P.O.  Box  460953,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  dates  and  times. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley  (FNV) 

Contact:  Richard  May 

E-mail:  ramhooks@pachelL.net 

Web  site:  www.friendsofnoeYalLey.com 

Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460953.  San 

Francisco,  CA  94146 

Meetings:  First  or  second  Thursday  of  the 

month  (call  or  e-mail  to  confirm),  at 

St.  Philip's  Parish  Hall,  725  Diamond  St. 

Friends  of  On  Lok’s  30th  Street 
Senior  Center 

Contact:  Marianne  Hampton.  601-7845 
Mailing  Address:  225  30th  St..  San 
Francisco.  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 


Friends  of  Upper  Noe  Recreation 
Center 

Contact:  Christina  Goebel.  826-7772 
E-mail:  christinajoehel@yahoo.com 
Meetings:  Call  or  e-mail  for  dates  and  times. 

Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey.  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  192114, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 1 9 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Strolls  “Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  noestrolls@aol.com 
Weekly  Strolls:  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  at 
1 1  a.m.,  departing  Holey  Bagel,  3872  24th 
St.,  between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg. 

To  join,  and  for  more  details,  visit 
www.noestroLLs.com. 

Noe  Valley  Association-Community 
Benefit  District 

Contact:  Debra  Niemann,  nemo@rcn.com 
Dispatch:  To  report  spills,  debris,  or  garbage 
on  24th  Street,  call  559-8492. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Andy  Fleischman,  641-5838 
Meetings:  Third  Wednesday  of  the  month; 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.. 

7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market 

Saturdays,  8  a.m.  to  noon,  on  24th  between 
Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  Street 
Contact:  Paula  Benton.  248-1332 
Mailing  Address:  4104  24th  St.,  #401,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Ministry  (co-sponsor),  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  8  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Library  Campaign 

Contacts:  Kim  Drew,  643-4695. 

kkdrew@yahoo.com ;  Marian  Chatfield- 

Tay lor.  626-7512,  ext.  103 

Mailing  Address:  Friends  of  the 

San  Francisco  Public  Library,  391  Grove  St„ 

San  Francisco.  CA  94 1 02 

Meetings:  Call  for  information. 


Noe  Valley  Merchants  and 
Professionals  Association  (NVMPA) 

Contacts:  Diane  Barrett.  647-21 16.  or  Teresa 
Gay.  336-6304 

E-mail:  info@noeYalleymerchants.conr. 
register  at  www.noeYalleymerchants.com. 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
E-mail  for  location  and  time. 

Noe  Valley  Parent  Network 

An  e-mail  resource  network  for  parents 
Contact:  Mina  Kenvin 
E-mail:  minaken@gmail.com 

Noe  Valley  Preparedness  Committee 

Contact:  Mindy  Kershner,  377-3890 
E-mail:  mindytower@aol.com 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St..  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

San  Jose/Guerrero  Coalition  to 
Save  Our  Streets 

Contact:  Don  Oshiro.  285-8 1 88 
E-mail:  contact@sanjosefiuerrero.com 
Web  site:  www.sanjoseauerrero.com 
Meetings:  See  web  site. 

See  Jane  Run  Running/Walking  Club 

Contact:  Lori  Shannon.  401-8338 
Mailing  Address:  3870  24th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Sundays,  10  a.m.  (Runners  meet 
at  See  Jane  Run  to  pick  up  the  5K  run/walk 
route.  Info?  www.SeeJaneRunSports.com.) 

Southwest  Mission  Neighborhood 
Association  (SWMNA) 

Boundaries:  24th  Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  and 
Fair  Oaks  to  Mission 
Contact:  Lori  Oshiro,  Secretary 
E-mail:  lori@tail-wqgging.com 
Web  site:  www.tail-waggina.com 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  the  month  (call 
to  confirm),  30th  Street  Senior  Center,  225 
30th  St.,  7:30  p.m. 


If  you're  over  60, 

Have  Lunch 
With  Us! 

Meet  all  of  the 
friendly  folks  enjoying 
a  nutritious  meal  at  the 

Noe  Valley 
Senior  Lunch 
Program 

Monday  through  Friday 
12:15  p.m. 

The  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

between  Elizabeth 
and  23rd  Streets 

415-648-1030 

$1.25  or  by  donation 

Come  join  us  today! 

Sponsored  by 
Project  Open  Hand 

Funded  by 

The  Office  of  Aging,  U.S.D.A. 


SUBSCRIBE! 

The  U.S.  Postal  Service  will  deliver  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  to 
you,  but  you  have  to  send  us  some  money  first  so  we  can  buy 
the  postage  and  the  envelopes  and  pay  Helen  for  her  time. 

$30  gets  you  a  year’s  worth  (10  issues).  $20  if  you’re  a  senior. 
Send  your  check  to  us  at  1021  Sanchez  St.,  SF  CA  941  14. 


y*lUrs  ^ 


Ap*l< 


Tu>ve 


Majuro 
WrasA 

organic*  IxsVveS 

oKt'fr.sVu  *  'C.dUK.vrkovnte.  -  $«oua>«kcI  Sold  *  H' y  K.I 
ORoShi  *  OfcfltnjL-  NaTToVv  •  YoJ»yitU^K«-  *  kino>cr 
ombu  Stock  XjJSoSoop  . _ pit  'food  Water-* 

m-t 


Say  it 

witli 

CLASS! 


match 

Upstpet: 


hi 

Val 


Noe  Valley 


full  k 
<¥***• 


<U-i  W  W  i  VC 

;v;u.-  etftg  ip  you.  Aftywtk 

to  go,  Pm&aty  driving  mtttd  woman  f*»H»  Hs*~ 

LASS 

Hofei  *«*ra«*e  » • » 

Ook>?c*  Studio--! uxfl&gs*  furoj&htfd  npiMTrhem  with 


SSwvia^  <j44*r-*tyk  Fwnrtttire  am*  hmwiwld 
Ogw  ik'in  or  tnttrz  home  Oi'f  uv  a  vail  >■ 

For  just  40  cents  per  word, 
you’ll  get  your  message  in 
print  and  on  our  web  site 
for  one  month. 


•cal  <k 

,?.SAV, 


wood1 
mg,  *1 


im-Vi 

ioFk#: 


a  check  and  your  ad 
copy  so  that  it  arrives  by 
the'i5th,  and  the  following 
month  your  message  will 
be  out  in  the  world. 

Yoga.  Us«i 

info,  see  "Howto* 
Place  a  Class  Ad"  in  this 
edition. 


Prof’ 


Tr*« 

deq?  'W& 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  June  2007  57 


A  LEADER  WITH 
A  SOCIAL 
CONSCIENCE 


Linda  Harrison  is  a  real  estate  professional 
with  a  social  conscience.  Vice  president 
of  Pacific  Union  GMAC  Real  Estate  at  Opera 
Plaza,  Linda  and  her  team  support  pride, 
freedom  and  diversity  in  the  community 
and  workplace. 

Linda  is  president  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  Frameline,  the  only  nonprofit  in  the 
country  dedicated  to  funding,  exhibition, 
distribution  and  promotion  of  lesbian,  gay, 
bisexual  and  transgender  (LGBT)  media 
arts.  Frameiine  acclaimed  International 
LGTB  Film  Festival  is  held  in  San  Francisco 
Gay  Pride  Month. 


PACIFIC 


UNION 


GMAC  Real  Estate 


Contact  Linda  at  415.345.3143  or  visit  www.pacunion.com 

Opera  plaza  •  Presidio  *  South  beach 


We've  advertised  in  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice  for  eight 
years.  It's  been  the  best  way 
to  reach  out  to  this  great 
neighborhood.  Thanks  to 
everyone  at  the  paper! 

Paula  Harris  and  Celia  Sack 


www.consumerenergycenter.org  1-800-555-7794 


Noe  Valley  Pet  Company  and  Dog  Walking  Service 

1451  Church  St.  at  Ceasar  Chavez  415.282.7385  I  noevalleypet.com 

Photo  of  Paula,  canine  customer  Boris,  and  Celia  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Renewable  energy  is  a  natural  choice. 


-energy  in  nature  that  replenishes  itself, 
olai 


Renewable  energy  - 
like  electricity  generated  by  the  power  of  solar  energy,  is  one 
of  our  best  hopes  for  a  clean  energy  future. 

Harness  the  Power  All  Around  Us 


Renewable 

Energy 

Program 


On  the  sunny  side  of  San  Francisco,  in  a  vibrant 
district  rich  with  history,  Homes  on  Esprit  Park 
offers  the  ideal  in  city  living.  Environmentally 
thoughtful  construction  merges  the  warmth  of 
antique  brick  and  wood  with  the  best  of  modern 
engineering  to  create  homes  that  suit  the  needs 
of  creative  individuals  as  beautifully  as  they 
suit  the  character  of  the  neighborhood.  Visit  our 
website  for  information  and  floor  plans. 


Tbis  Sp  ace  Available  for  Lease 
Call  Steve  at  415.239.1114 

for  display  advertising  service  in  your  neighborhood 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


www.espritpark.com 
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900  minnesota  street  @  20th  street 
san  francisco  ca  94107 


11  11  ■  1111 

Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 


•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 


Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 

The  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritu.il. 
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24th/7. 


When  it  comes  to  hustle 
and  bustle,  you  won’t  find 
a  greater  beehive  of  activ¬ 
ity  in  the  City  than  24th 
Street  on  a  Saturday 
morning:  the  lure  of 
freshly  baked  pastries,  the 
buzz  of  upscale  boutiques, 
the  hubbub  of  bistros  and 
restaurants  getting  ready 
for  the  day. 

Noe  Valley  wasn't  always 
like  this,  but  it’s  always  had 
this  sense  of  community. 
There's  the  fabulous 
weather;  of  course.  The 


take -your- breath -away 
views  of  the  City.  And  the 
wonderful  Victorians  in 
which  residents  take  pride 
and  comfort. 

At  Hill  &  Co.,  we’ve  been 
helping  people  find  the 
homes  that  help  them 
realize  their  aspirations- 
in  Noe  Valley  and  in  all  of 
San  Francisco — for  nearly 
50  years.  And  we've 
helped  them  sell  their 
homes  too,  when  they've 
been  ready  to  move  on  to 
new  dreams.  It's  a  half- 


century  of  trust  between 
our  agents  and  clients  that 
only  the  values  of  a 
family-owned  business  can 
inspire. 

If  you'd  like  more 
information  about  24th 
Street  and  Noe  Valley,  or 
about  any  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  the  City,  give  us 
a  call  at  415-921-6000. 
Or  visit  our  website  at 
www.hill-co.com. 

Anytime. 


9:37  AM  |  Noe  Valley 

San  Francisco  Neighborhoods 


Lombard  Street  Office 

I  880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1  23 
T:  (4 1 5)  92 1  -6000 
F:  (4 1 5)  93  I  -0984 


Union  Street  Office 

2  107  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94  I  23 
T:  (4 1 5)  92 1  -6000 
F:  (415)  931-9148 


24th  Street  Office 

3899  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
T:  (4 1 5)  824- 1  1 00 
F:  (4 1 5)  32 1  -4250 


Property  Management  /  Rental  Office  T:  (4 1 5)  292- 1 777  F:  (4 1 5)  292- 1  775 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 

www.hill-co.com 
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A  quick  tour  of  Eric  B.  Martin’s  latest  novel: 

The  Virgins  Guide  to  Mexico 


ith  a  title  like  The  Virgin’s  Guide 
to  Mexico ,  Eric  B.  Martin’s  new 
book  is  bound  to  turn  the  heads  of 
more  than  a  few  bookstore  patrons. 
Although  it  might  appear  to  be  a  travel 
guide,  it  is  actually  a  work  of  fiction. 

Published  last  month  on  Cinco  de 
Mayo  by  MacAdam/Cage,  Martin’s 
third  novel  is  about  a  “homely, 
Harvard-bound  teenager  who  runs 
away  to  Mexico  City  disguised  as  a 
boy,  with  her  rich  Mexican  mother  and 
all-American  father  chasing  behind.” 
That’s  the  author’s  thumbnail  sketch. 
But  Martin  also  describes  the  book  like 
this:  “In  some  ways,  it’s  a  wild  road- 
novel  romp  with  border  whorehouses, 
wild  pigs,  rock  ’n’  roll  markets,  subway 


chases,  and  crazy  scenes  in  luxury 
hotels.  On  a  deeper  level,  it’s  about 
what  Americans  hope  to  find  in 
Mexico,  and  what  Mexicans  hope  to 
find  in  the  U.S.,  and  what  happens 
when  these  hopes  collide  with  a  reality 
that  is  both  much  worse  and  much 
richer  than  they  could  have  dreamed.” 

The  former  Noe  Valley  resident — 
he,  his  wife,  and  two  children  now  live 
a  few  blocks  east  at  Mission  and  Cesar 
Chavez — worked  on  the  book  during  a 
five-year  period  both  in  San  Francisco 
and  while  spending  time  in  Mexico 
City  right  after  9/11. 

“There  I  fell  in  with  a  group  of 
young  Mexican  writers  who  were 
taking  more  risks  than  anyone  I’d 


read  before,”  Martin  says. 

The  main  character  of  Virgin’s  Guide 
to  Mexico  is  also  a  risk- taker.  In  the 
excerpt  from  the  book  that  follows, 
Alma  Price,  a  17-year-old  from  Austin, 
Tex.,  has  fled  her  home  and  crossed 
the  border  into  Nuevo  Laredo, 

Mexico.  Soon  after  she  enters  the 
country,  some  kids  rob  her,  and  she 
bravely  chases  them  to  the  parking  lot 
of  a  rough  bar.  While  she  manages  to 
scare  them  off,  as  she  collects  her 
stolen  goods,  she  turns  around  and 
finds  out  that  she  is  not  alone.  It’s  this 
tense  encounter  th^t  inspires  her  to 
later  disguise  herself  as  a  boy,  a  disguise 
she  maintains  throughout  the  rest  of 
her  journey.  — Olivia  Boler 


Author  Eric  B.  Martin.  Photo  by  Dennis  Heamt 
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Backlit,  their  faces  dark,  five  men 
stand  spaced  apart  like 
gunslingers,  their  long  distorted 
shadows  thrown  by  streetlight  to  her 
feet.  She  stands  up  straight  and  clasps 
both  hands  in  front  of  her,  hoping  her 
voice  holds. 

Gracias. 

No  one  hears  her.  No  one  cares. 
They’ve  reached  the  perimeter  where  her 
spilled  luggage  begins,  picking  items  up 
like  carrots,  shaking  them  triumphant  in 
the  air.  A  man  with  clipped  hair  and 


dark  blue  jeans  leans  down  to  grab  her 
sweatshirt  and  instead  tips  over,  falling 
heavily  on  his  side.  He  rolls  onto  his 
back  snorting  like  a  happy  hog  and 
stretches  out  his  arms  and  lies  there 
peacefully  contemplating  sky.  His 
friends  roar.  On  a  scale  of  one  to  ten, 
she’s  about  to  shit  her  pants. 

You  need  to  take  care  of  your  things, 
my  love,  says  a  guy  in  a  yellow  cap.  He 
holds  out  one  big  fist  and  opens  it.  The 
thick  fingers  curl  back,  and  a  pair  of 
Crayola  red  panties  bloom  in  his  palm 
like  an  exotic  flower.  He  waits  for  her 
but  she  doesn’t  move. 

You  got  the  wrong  girl,  she  whispers. 

Your  pretty  things,  Yellow  says.  Splays 
his  fingers  through  the  elastic,  a  child¬ 
hood  cat’s  cradle,  keeping  his  eyes  on 
her  all  the  while.  So  little  for  a  big  girl 
like  you.  They  both  stare  at  the  red 
underwear  as  if  it’s  a  crystal  ball.  You 
don’t  want  to  lose  them.  Why  don’t  we 
make  a  trade? 

Please,  she  says.  Please  don’t. 

A  fair  trade.  Give  me.  Yellow  stares  at 
her  belt.  He  has  clear  ideas  where  this  is 
headed,  but  then  his  buddy  comes  to 


life,  reaching  out  one  doughboy  arm 
and  plucking  the  panties  gently  from  his 
friend,  grinning  like  electroshock.  The 
big  man  brings  the  red  panties  to  his 
nose  and  presses  them  against  his  face, 
inhaling  deeply.  He  holds  the  panties 
out  in  front  of  him  and  lets  out  a  big 
hum  before  he  stretches  out  the 
waistband  and  snaps  them  on  his  head 
like  a  shower  cap.  No  one  makes  a 
noise,  no  one,  not  a  dog  on  the  block  or 
a  star  in  the  sky,  not  until  he  yanks  them 
down  over  his  face  like  a  wrestling  mask, 
his  eyes  bugging  from  the  leg  holes,  and 
that’s  it,  that’s  the  last  straw,  all  of  them 
are  laughing  and  staggering  like  the 
drunks  they  are. 

She  runs. 

She  runs. 

Her  undergarments  dance  and  sing  as 
she  somehow  hits  the  main  street  with 
its  lanes  of  traffic,  raises  her  hand  to 
stop  a  cab  or  swear  in  faith  and  make  all 
of  them,  all  of  Mexico,  disappear.  4 


Published  with  author’s  permission,  from 
The  Virgin’s  Guide  to  Mexico  by  Eric  B.  Martin 
(MacAdam/Cage,  San  Francisco,  2007). 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you  to  submit  fiction,  literacy  nonfiction,  or  poetry  for  publication  on  the  Last  Page.  Please  mail  manuscripts,  which  should  be  no  more  than  1,500  words, 
to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  e-mail  lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com.  Don’t  forget  to  include  your  name,  address,  and  phone  number,  and 

an  SASE  if  you  want  your  manuscript  returned.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


